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A Lenten Prayer 


May the service of my life, dear 


CHhy J Bellebve in 


Jmmortality 


I believe in conscious personal im- 
mortality because I want to and be- 
cause I think so strong a want, so 
attested by the effects which flow 
from it in life, is its own warrant. 


I believe in it because I believe in 
the permanence and persistence of 
personality and of the capacity for 
self-sacrifice. 


I believe in it because of love and 
the unity of love and the conviction 
that love is stronger than death. 


I believe in it because of the sig- 
nificance of the sense of memory, 
the conscious continuity of life and 
the principle of responsibility. 


I believe in it because I think the 
idea is veracious. 


I believe in it because I think it 
is a primitive, human instinct, en- 
riched and assured by the best and 
truest development and verification, 
in life and fruitage, of our primitive 
ideas, 


I believe in it because I see values 
in human souls that I believe are in- 
destructible and that I do not see 
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Lord, 
Be an ointment precious, sweet, 


To pour upon Thy thorn-crowned 
head 


And to bathe Thy nail-pierced feet! 


May the adoration of my heart 
Be a palm-branch waving high, 
Exalting Thee, my Savior-King, 
As Thy Kingdom draweth nigh. 
—Meta Bauman Mathes. 


perpetuated in the mere continuance 
of the human race. 


I believe in it most of all because 
I believe in Christ; in what He had 
to say about duty and destiny, about 
God and the human soul; and be- 
cause I believe in His resurrection 
and in all that His resurrection sig- 
nified and signifies forever. 


—Dr. Robert E. Speer, in the vol- 
ume, ‘‘We Believe in Immortal- 
ity.’? (Edited by Sydney Strong 
and published by Coward-MeCann, 
Ine.) 
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hold the interest of our people in the life 
and work of the Church in our rural eon- 
gregations? A hurried inventory suggests 
the Sunday School picnic, an outing, by 
auto-bus, of the Ushers’ Union, an outing 
and pienie of the Church Choir, a lawn so- 
cial by the Ushers’ Union and its honor- 
ary members with their families and 
friends, a contest social by the Sunday 
School, in which either the ladies or the 
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The Rural Church and Recreational Expression 
REV. S. E. MOYER, Perkasie, Penna. 
Generally speaking, our whole Reformed 
Chureh is a rural Church. The small por- 
tion that may objeet to this statement is THE VICTORY 
just generatio or wo away fr - . 
Ree ace is still satiortanee ‘th me coe Now is Christ risen from the dead 
Ard sad RR eHOSS Of nelle anonee and become the first fruits of them 
this group are those, or the children of that slept... . O death, where is thy 
those, who left the farm for a clerkship sting? O Braves where is thy vic- 
or a Business College course of several tory? The sting of death is sin; and 
i ROR eon! ae the strength of sin is the law. But 
months, and then renounced the rural bond tines belto aod hi A 
to become citizens of the great city with TER Des UO GEOG att BECuarNeY Gully 08 


its supposedly superior life. A generation 
ago, the enjoyment of mechanical devices 
and conveniences—light, water, sewer, 
transit, ete., aecommodations—determined 
the line of cleaveage between rural and 
city life. Today, thanks to modern inven- 
tion and rural initiative, the so-called com- 
forts and conveniences of life are common 
to all locations. rural as well as city. The 
automobile, electrical machinery and good 
roads have broken down the wall of sepa- 
ration. Men who get along in life and 
ean afford to gratify their desires prefer 
to do business in the busy marts, but rear 
their families and eateh their breath in a 
rural home. The tide is turning. Instead 
of the ‘‘dying rural -Chureh’’ we hear of 
the ‘‘struggling city. Church.’* ‘So let us 
banish the tale of woe that forever goes 
out from our poor country Churches, give 
them good men! A little encouragement 
from headquarters and a practical pro- 
gram, and watch for results. Self-pity, 
traditional paralysis, a feeling of inferior- 
ity and such like never bred a great peo- 
ple. If rural congregations can be led to 
worship under as modern conditions as 
those under which they are living today 
in their homes, the rural Church edifice 
will turn from a relie of the past to an 
inviting structure that draws and allures 
men. I speak advisedly,—pardon the per- 
sonal,—for I have experienced the change 
in atmosphere occasioned through modern- 
izing two rural Church edifices. Of course, 
the building is only the beginning of bet- 
ter things, although some new life is neces- 
sary to get that far in the building pro- 
gram. 


The rural Church has no excuse to keep 
its doors closed from one Sunday to the 
next. The week-day activities are possible 
and necessary to engage the talents of our 
people and furnish an avenue for their ex- 
pression. When I think of recreation, the 
word ‘‘re-create’’ is uppermost in my 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. C. H. Kehm, Supt. 


This morning on my way to the office I 
saw a crowd of boys on a patch of ground 
near the orchard. I wondered what was 
going on so early in the morning so I 


stood and watched them a while. There 
theye were, as busy as they could be. 
Now this was what was going on. This 


tract of land is known as the boys’. gar- 
dens. The boys early in the spring mark 
off a square of ground which is to be known 
as their own garden. After the gardens 
are fertilized and the boys have dug their 
gardens they will be given seeds to plant. 
‘Sometimes the boys get seeds sent to them 
from their friends. They take great pride 
in their gardens. 


When the lettuce and radishes are ready 
to eat they take orders from the matrons 
of the cottages and we buy the produce 
from the p:oducers. 


This was_a beautiful spring day. the first 
of the season, and the boys knew it and 


the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.—1 Corinthians 15:20, 55-57. 

She had come from Indianapolis 
and was a student at the Moody 
Bible Institute. It was Christmas 
night in a Chicago hospital. Several 
times during the day she had said 
that she knew she was going and 
that she would be glad to go. 

‘“‘T have been studying to know 
the Word,’’ she said, ‘‘and now I 
am going to see the WORD.’’ 

She was never delirious, but con- 
scious to the last. 

Just before death came her face 
brightened, and she said, 

‘‘Why, there’s Mother!’’ 

In a moment, she added, 

**And Grandmother, and Minnie!’’ 
(Her sisters say that she had never 
seen either of them in life). 

She named one after another who 
had passed away, and then she 
seemed to see others whom she could 
not name, adding, 

‘*T wonder who those boys are? I 
don’t know them.’’ 

And she was gone. 

What is it that can explain a beau- 
tiful death-bed experience like the 
above? There is nothing of which 
we know other than the glorious 
truth resting on that historic fact 
revealed to us in that Holy Scrip- 
ture quoted from Paul’s First Epis- 
tle to the Corinthians. 

Thanks be to God who giveth us 
the victory! —-From the Moody Bible 
Institute Monthly. 


mind. Therefore, ‘‘Recreational Expres- 
sion’? to me, means simply ‘‘the building 
up or keeping up processes’’ of the Church 
along practical lines. What can we do to 


got busy. ‘‘It is the early bird that 
catches the worm,’’ you know, and this is 
the first step in getting the ‘‘worm’’ in a 
few months from now. 


We are in need of some feathers. We ao 
not want to make a feather bed or to trim 
our girls’ hats, but some of our pillows are 
so flat we question sometimes whether 
there are more than a dozen feathers in 
the pillows. Perhaps some of our kind 
friends may have discarded feather beds 
that they will send us. We are not par- 


ticular just what kind of feathers, chick- . 


en, duck, geese, just as long as they are 
clean that we can refill and make new pil- 
lows for the girls. 


A HORSE AND HIS MINISTERIAL 
OWNER 


Of course he was a valuable piece of 
horseflesh. He took his owner over his 
fields, always seeing to it that the minister 
never got late into his pulpit. Why 
should the Jockey Club not know and take 
suitable action? The fa‘thfulness of a 
horse becomes public property, and the 


men entertain as the result of losing out 
in an attendance contest during a period 
of six months. 


Many avenues of approach will afford 
the opportunity to create fellowship and 
a friendly relation toward the Chureh and 
its organizations. Among these may we 
mention the Catechetical Class, the Ushers’ 
Union, the Upstreamers, (two classes of 


S. S. girls enlisted for service), the 
Ladies’ Aid Society, the Heidelberg 
League, (stressing mental, moral and 


spiritual development), the Church Choir, 
the Sunday School Orchestra, the Junior 
Choir (for occasional publie services), a 
male quartette, family reunions, anniver- 
sary programs, musical programs, programs 
furnished by our Boards. All of these, we 
feel, are contributing a healthy stimulus 
to our work and add to the general effect 


of the regular Sunday School and Church 


services. 


Among the many things that we do not 


have, which nevertheless have merit and . 


can be employed by some congregations, 
are the following:—the weekly Sunday 
School teachers’ meeting, the Teacher 
Training Class, the Christian Endeavor 


Society, the Missionary Society, suppers, 


ets. (if loyalty and devotion to the 
Church as a by-product are secured). For 
some communities it is possible to engage 
in sports by having a gymnasium, a bowl- 
ing alley, quoit pits, a croquet layout, ten- 
nis courts, a baseball field, even a Sunday 
School baseball team. Encouraging the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts makes the 
Chureh the friend of very fine material. 


Anything along the lines suggested, 
that creates an interest that can be eapital- 
ized by the Church, is legitimate recrea- 
tion. Men’s hearts and fortunes are ever 
ready to follow their interests. An inter- 
ested leader, with an interesting program, 
is the secret of success in any field of ac- 
tivity. 


members of such a club ‘‘have a heart?’— 
even for horses. But now the story, which 
together with that editor’s comment is 
taken from the Williamsport,  Pa., 
“*Gazette and Bulletin’’ of Feb. 11, 1928: 


“‘The Rev. Uriah Myers, of Catawissa, 
Pa., gained fame through the ownership 
of his horse, ‘Clover,’ which, due to the 
excellent care given, lived to be 53 years 
old—20 or more years beyond the span 
usually allotted to horses. The Jockey 
Club pensioned Clover, allowing $25 a 
month for his maintenance, and now it is 
learned, through the Lutheran Board of 
Ministerial Pensions and Relief, that $25 
a month is all the Rey. Mr. Myers, now 90 
years old, and his good wife have to live 
on. We have a notion that they will not 
long be restricted to this pittance. Now 
that they know how things stand the Luth- 
erans of this section, where Mr. Myers 
is greatly beloved, will see to it that 
neither he nor Mrs. Myers lack for any- 
thing. The ine‘dent, however. should be 
useful in emphasizing the need for the big 
pension fund which the Lutherans are ae- 


(Continued on page 29) 
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FOR EACH ONE 


A writer tells how he and a friend were walking up a 
great street in New York on an election night. His friend 
turned to him suddenly and said: “All these people make 
me feel that I amount to nothing. What is one fellow in 
a great mass?” “Yes,” replied the other, “I suppose one 
would feel that, if he did not know that when a man 
meets God he always meets Him alone. We are never lost 
in the crowd with Him.” It is this great fact which our 
crucified and risen Lord sought to make clear to all men. 
The great events of Lent, of Good Friday and of the 
glad Easter Day, will have little meaning for those who 
do not realize that they have a message and an efficacy 
for each one of us, and not simply for humanity as a 
whole. We cannot too fully emphasize the truth that the 
power of love is always personal. It is the glory of our 
religion not only that our Saviour knows us, each one, 
but that He makes us feel that He knows us, and that 
each one of us is infinitely precious in His sight. Nor 
can it be said that He loves us because He does not know 
us. In spite of the fact that He knows everything about us, 
even our secret sins, which our neighbors and friends may 
little suspect His love for each one of us is deathless and 
eternal. This is the note to sound on Easter morning: 
“Because He lives, I too shall live.” 

He who has conquered death and the grave is not only 
the Redeemer of the world; but He is also my dear Re- 
deemer, who loves me with a love that will not let me go. 
“All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth,” He 
says, and I am with you alway.” As one of our great 
contemporary preachers has put it: “He knows us one by 
one. He knows you, with your big temptation, who live 
in a kind of despair, and He knows you by name. He is 
with you in that fight. And He knows you who are over- 
shadowed by some big trouble looming ahead; He calls 
you, too, by name, assuring you that He is with you and 
that with Him there is nothing you need be afraid to 
meet. And He sees you also, whose fears for other people 
make you anxious and drain your strength like a secret 
disease. He calls you by name, calls you into a trust in 
Him that will find God’s world all good. And he sees you, 
too, who have a bad conscience. He knows how you have 
brought trouble and unhappiness on others and on your- 
self, and that you are not worthy of one-tenth of the 


love and goodness lavished upon you. He calls you to be- 
gin again with Him. And He knows you also for whom 
the world seems to have no use, for whom no one cares. 
He calls you by your name and his message to you is that 
you are infinitely worth while to Him—that your loss is 
His loss, and that your love is part of His heaven.” 
Easter should mean the resurrection of faith; and if each 
one of us accepts it as a wersonal revelation, it will be 
indeed the spring-time of the soul, and will mean for 
each one of us a share in the risen life of our Lord. 


* OK 


DID YOU READ THAT LETTER? 


One of our regrets—and we think it is justifiable—is 
that MEsseNGER readers so often miss some of the most 
interesting contents of this paper. We wish now merely 
to ask whether you read the letter from Pastor Stule in 
the issue of March 7, page 13, which tells the story of 
the arrival of his Ford motor, presented to him by Mes- 
SENGER readers. Many have spoken and written to us 
about this letter, and we venture to suggest that, if you 
failed to read it, you missed one of the most human docu- 
ments recently published. Its simplicity, as well as its 
enthusiasm, bring a genuine benediction. One of our best 
friends, a prominent Pennsylvania business man, who was 
one of, the generous contributors to this Auto Fund, wrote 
us the other day as follows: “Pastor Stulc’s letter gave 
me a real thrill. I have asked a number of my friends 
to read it. Perhaps we will all make a more careful count 
of our own blessings. If the other contributors got as 
much unexpected joy out of his marvelous appreciation 
of the gift as the writer did, then all of us can better 
understand that it is ‘more blessed to give than to receive.’ 
Most of us have spent and invested thousands of dollars, 
but I cannot recall that anything that I have spent brought 
such prompt and high returns. This experience certainly 
brings home abundant proof that the Almighty will never 
be outdone in generosity. I hope further opportunities 
like this will come to us all, for I feel sure that those 
who were permitted to share in the Ford undertaking will 
be eager to respond 100%.” 

We hope and believe that our friend expresses what is 
in the hearts of other donors who were fortunate enough 
to share in this act of kindness. It is fine to do kind 
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things, even when they seem to awaken no visible gratitude 
in the recipients of our favors. But we confess it adds a 
lot to the pleasurable sensation when gracious and thought- 
ful deeds are so warmly appreciated, The world knows 
all too little of that pervasive joy. 

ok * * 


WHY PASTORS ARE LEARY OF CAUSES 


No Christian minister should ever forget the simple 
obligations of Christian courtesy, or even of common de- 
cency. A pastor must sometimes blush with shame. to 
hear of ungentlemanliness and Uiscourtesies shown by 
other pastors to persons who call at their doors for one 
reason or another. Every man in such position ought 
studiously endeavor to maintain unruffled the temper which 
sometimes is sorely tried by frequent and trivial inter- 
ruptions and by unreasonable demands upon his valuable 
time. 

Yet there is more than the fact that a minister is norm- 
ally human to explain, if not to justify, the barrier of sus- 
picion and austerity which the agent of a legitimate cause 
must climb over when he comes to interview the pastor 
of a Church. Every stranger must sense the cold and 
calculating analysis which is going on behind the eyes 
of a pastor to whom he has just introduced himself. The 
_ unfortunate reason for this is the average pastor’s experi- 
ence of imposition and deceit and illegitimate appeals for 
his support and assistance. 

A case in point is one of the many with which pastors 
are familiar. A letter of introduction was handed to me 
by the agent of a benevolent enterprise. I read and lis- 
tened. The interview was concluded by my promise to 
present the request to my Consistory two days hence and 
report their decision. Apparently with a desire to add 
his own impression to my interpretation of the appeal to 
the Consistory, he asked the privilege of calling on them. 
I referred him simply to the Secretary of the Consistory. 
Having gained an audience with him, the agent not only 
told his story, but asked this official for a list of names 
from whom he might personally solicit subscriptions in 
their homes, telling him that the pastor had authorized 
him to do so. 

That is the sort of conduct on the part of agents who 
are unscrupulous and dishonest which makes it difficult 
for worthy men and worthy causes to get the sympathetic 
hearing they deserve. This is one pastor’s apology to the 
many good and honorable men who come to interview us, 
for the barrier of suspicion which has been erected be- 
tween us and them by the scoundrels with whom we have 
had to deal. We want to believe in and sympathize with 
all who make it possible for us to do so, but every liar 
throws his neighbor’s honor under suspicion. 


—ALFRED N. SAYRES. 
* * * 


“JESUS LIVES! NO LONGER NOW” 


It is most appropriate that during the weeks ahead the 
gladness of the Easter Season should be in our hearts, 
and that our Memory Hymn for April should be one 
which breathes the joy and triumph of this supreme festi- 
val of life. It is a time for Alleluias, and few of the 
Resurrection hymns, known and loved by millions of the 
followers of Christ, breathe quite so fully the very mess- 
age of the Eastertide as these lines we have chosen for 
our April meditation. You may recall that the favorite 
word of Martin Luther was said to be that great Latin 
word, ‘“Vivat” (He lives). It was this assurance of the 
living Christ, Conqueror of death and the grave, which 
not only delivered the great Reformer from sorrow and 
despair, but which gave Him strength in temptation and 
victory over “the world, the flesh and the devil.” Jesus 
lives! Does not that wonderful word answer the supreme 
needs of the soul? When men are hopeless and disheart- 
ened, they are acting as if God were dead. They see only 
decay and death around them; their energies become pal- 
sied and progress becomes impossible. But when they 
truly believe that their Lord and Saviour lives, they be- 
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come invincible, and no task will seem to them impossible. 

This hymn, written by Christian F. Gellert in 1757, and 
translated in 1841 by Frances E. Cox, is sung to the 
tune of St, Albinus, written by the famous London organ- 
ist, Henry John Gauntlett, in 1872. Make this triumph- 
song your own, and help to make its “Alleluias” con- 
tagious. 

ok ig 


THE SPEED CRAZE 


Major Segrave, British speed-demon, asked about the 
risk he was taking, just before he started on the grueling 
race against, time in which he averaged 231 miles an 
hour in his super-auto at Daytona Beach, Florida, is said 
to have replied: “Offhand, I should say that I have about 
one chance in ten of coming through with it alive.” All 
the world knows now that he hung up a world record of 
niechanical achievement and physical stamina that takes 
one’s breath away. Having come through on that one 
chance, however, Segrave was not satisfied. He believes 
his machine can average 240 miles, he says, and he pro- 
posed to prove it. However, after the American competi- 
tor, Lee Bible, was killed in the attempt to beat the rec- 
ord of 231 miles, the Englishman decided that he, too, 
was “through.” 

What we should like to know is: Who is going to be 
benefitted one iota by such speed contests? If men will- 
ingly risk their lives in order to discover how fast a 
racing car can be driven in this speed-mad age, it may be alf 
right to permit them to do so. But why distinguish be- 
tween this and other forms of committing suicide? 

ee ae 


“FAITH THROUGH TRIAL” 
In The Christian Herald of March 16, the well-known 


merchant and publicist, Mr. J. C. Penney, gives the fol- . 


lowing personal testimony: “I am frank to admit that it 
took the greatest catastrophe of my life to make me realize 
the power of God and my duty to Him. I was absorbed 
in business to the extent that success to me meant the 
ceaseless accumulation of money: my desire was to be @ 
very, wealthy man so that I might some day enjoy the 
things in life which I thought money could buy. Finally, 
like a bolt out of a clear sky, I was struck and awakened. 
The shock which the death of my wife gave me seemed 
for a time to threaten my very existence. But it showed 
me the need of learning the lesson of my life: My duty 
to God. That trying experience has made me more loyal, 
more obedient to God, to my ideals, to my associates, and 
to myself.” We pass this on to our readers because we 
know it expresses the sentiments of many hearts and be- 
cause we also know how much many of us need just such 
a witness to the faith that comes through trial. 
ae 


CULTIVATING A PHILOSOPHICAL TEMPER 


There are times when it seems extraordinarily ill-ad- 
vised to be ill. If the editor had been asked about it he 
would have said that the important days just before 
the Annual Meeting of the Board, when the activities of 
the past 3 years are to be critically reviewed and all 
reports prepared for the coming meeting of the General 
Synod, would be the time of times for him to be strictly 
on the job. Then, in addition, when those same days are 
the ones on which the finishing touches are to be put upon 
the Easter Number of the MESSENGER, he would be surer 
than ever that it was not a good time to be sick. But here 
he is, stretched out in bed—not feeling very ill, he admits 
—hbut under strict orders from his physician that he must 
not even think of getting out of bed until that pesky temper- 
ature has become normal. It must be the intervention of 
a kindly Providence which has put into his hands this 
memorable dialogue by Charles Dickens : 

“You are quite a philosopher, Sam,” said Mr. Pickwick. 
“Tt runs in the family, I b’lieve, sir,” replied Mr. Weller. 
“My father’s very much in that line, now. If my mother- 
in-law blows him up, he whistles. She flies in a passion, 
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and breaks his pipe; he steps out and gets another. Then 
she screams very loud, and falls into ’sterics: and he 
smokes very comfortably ‘til she comes to again. That's 
philosophy, sir, ain’t it?” 

<? 2 
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THE PARABLE OF THE LOCOMOTIVE AND THE 
ART INSTITUTE 


I lit upon a Certain City beside a Goodly Lake, and I 
sojourned in an University Club that looked across a wide 
expanse of Park and Railway Tracks to the waters of the 
Lake. And I sate at meat, breaking my fast, eating of 
Figs and Corn Flakes and Toast and Coffee and a Dough- 
nut and a Morning Paper and a View of the Lake. And 
the Lake was Lovely and the Morning Sun was clear. 
And the trains came and went and gave forth no Smoke. 
But there arose a Cloud of Black Smoke which Obscured 
my Vision and Clarified my Mind. 

And I said, I have known this City since Before the 
Fire, and that is a long time. And it still lacketh much of 
being the Lovely City that it is yet to be, but I have wit- 
nessed Great Improvements. And I remember how for 
many years there was Great Outcry on the part of the 
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friends of Art against the Illinois Central, whose Smoking 
Locomotives defiled the lake front and were like unto an 
Hogg-pen in the front yard. And I remember how Com- 
missions were appointed and Resolutions were Passed de- 
manding that the Illinois Central electrify its Terminal. 
And I remember how the Friends of Art cried out that 
the Paintings and the Statuary in the Art Institute were 
being Ruined by the Infernal Smoke of the Illinois Cen- 
tral. 

And now what is this which I behold, and what is it that 
I see? The Illinois Central hath electrified its Terminal, 
and the trains come and go without Smoking Locomo- 
tives. But that Dense Cloud of Dirty Smoke which I be- 
hold ariseth from the Smokestack of the Art Institute. 

And I considered the matter, and I said, How good a 
thing it is to have a Scapegoat like the Locomotives of the 
Illinois Central and how sad it is when they reform. For 
had the Illinois Central continued with its Smoking Loco- 
motives the Art Institute might continue to preach with- 
out itself reforming. Wherefore should preachers beware 
lest they make their preaching so effective as to rebuke 
themselves. 

And I said, I have known more than one Preacher to 
convert a Sinful Man, and two or three who have con- 
verted a Sinful Woman apiece, and they were themselves 
made sinners in the process. And I share the solicitude 


of my friend Paul, and commend it to all Preachers and 
Art Institutes, lest having preached to others I should 
myself become a castaway. 


LIFE’S UNEXPECTED VICTORY 


Charles D. Rockel 

As far as human knowledge could see 
the tomb of Jesus should have ended His 
adventure of life. To every one who stood 
on Calvary’s Hill in that long ago it must 
have seemed like the greatest bankruptey 
of life in all history. The disciples had 
fled in terror as the night of failure closed 
in upon Jesus. With breaking hearts of 
disappointment they watched His star set 
in the darkness of their own despair. In 
the confusion of those bitter days when 
the sin of men swept their Master to His 
death they left others lay away their Lord 
believing that in His tomb their fairest 
hopes would forever lay buried. They felt 
so certain that He who for a brief season 
had led them in paths of inexpressible 
love was gone forever and they would 
mever see Him again that they went 
back to their work numbed by the blow 
that had fallen. To them it seemed that 
neither love nor hope could survive the 
curse of the Cross and the shock of death. 
A wonderfully beautiful life had blossom- 
ed on the stem of time for a brief day, but 
now it was faded and gone leaving them 
only the bitter memory of its holy beauty 
to haunt their lonely days. No one would 
ever again dare to follow Him after the 
eurse of the Cross had fallen upon Him, 
so they felt. The cold night of despair 
overwhelmed their sorrowing, desperate 
hearts and the light of their life went out. 
Life for them had lost its meaning and 
lay upon them as a bitter, bitter curse. Be 
they mused on that dark, sad, lonely nig 
of long ago. 

Si tins tragedy of a crucified Messiah, 
slain by a world’s hate and sin, had a 
most unexpected outcome. Were it not 
for what happened in the hearts of de- 
spairing, disappointed, sorrowing disciples 
after that dark night on Calvary the mem- 


ory of Jesus would have perished from the 
earth or at best men would remember Him 
only as a deluded enthusiast who had paid 
for His folly with a martyr’s death for 
claiming to be the King of a heavenly 
kingdom. There was nothing unusual in 
the manner of His death. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, died on a cross and two others 
died with Him on crosses that bitter day, 
but their names are unknown to us and we 
remember them only because the living 
Christ had made them live. There is noth- 
ing in a death upon a cross that gives a 
magical potency to the one that dies upon 
it, That potency must lie in the life of 
the one that died upon the cross. Neither 
ean fraud, trickery or illusion fully ae- 
count for what happened in the hearts of 
despairing men after the Crucifixion. Some 
overwhelming experience wrought convic- 
tion and new hope in their doubting hearts 
and changed the dark night of despair into 
the glorious and triumphant light of the 
living Christ. The dawn of that convie- 
tion changed the story of history. For 
two thousand years men have testified to 
the experience of the living Christ renew- 
ing life and redeeming it from destruction. 


GRACE 


Grace is God’s love-fount up-spring- 
ing; 

Grace! His blessed mount aflame; 

Grace! Divine breath of compassion, 

Reviving life’s mountain and plane. 


Grace! God's far-reach of forgive- 
ness; 

Grace! Can its wide borders be, 

Dear Lord, in mercy extended 

To far away outcast, like me? 


—Meta Bauman Mathes. 


ANG GLOX Vim Oivernawner, VLEs Sage § 


Down thru the ages the ery ‘“ in the name 
of Christ’’ has cheered innumerable hu- 
man hearts calling out unbelievable endur- 
ance and working revolutionary changes in 
civilization. The history of Christianity 
is the story of the endless victories of the 
living Christ. Multitudes beyond the 
power of man to number have found their 
strength renewed and their life redeemed 
by the comfort and strength that came to 
them in life’s most tragie trials thru the 
living Christ. 

Thru all the darkness that overwhelmed 
Him Jesus was upheld by a deep conscious- 
ness of victory coming to Him from the 
heart of God. The assurance of eternity 
was in all He said and did. He always 
Saw victory beyond His death and to Him 
it was but the gateway to His victory and 
the open door into the hearts of men. Los- 
ing His life was indeed finding it again 
in the lives of His millions of followers. 
Through a baptism of blood He achieved 
the eternal victory over time and death. 
Those who killed His body had finished 
their work. They could no no more, but 
the living spirit of the Christ was beyond 
the power of their sin or hate. They could 
not reach His deathless soul of love and 
He would not surrender the citadel of that 
soul to their hate. Neither hate nor time 
nor death could take from Him the life 
and love of eternity. They cannot take it 
from anyone. 

He was always borne up by the over- 
mastering conviction that He would live 
again in the hearts of His disciples, and 
that conviction gripped them with a cer- 
tainty that defied death. If He were 
lifted up He would draw all men unto Him- 
self. Again and again the ery of victory 
rings in His message: ‘‘rejoice, for I have 
overcome the world.’? He was indeed vie- 
torious over time, the world and death. 
God’s great life of love had at last filled a 
human life to the full and in Jesus God 
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looked out thru human eyes into the long- joys universally experienced. Leastwise 
ing faces of seeking men and claimed them’ the rejoicing is only a matter of degree. 
for His own thru all eternity. In Jesus To those who have labored, toiled and suf- 


aled to man himself all that God 
to be. Thru Christ God and 
time and conquered death. 


God TevV¢ 
meant man 


man overcame 


To every sorrowingy and heavy-laden 
heart the victory of Jesus comes as an 
abiding conviction that thru Him we too 
shall be victorious over all of life’s bitter 
failures and in the end conquer time and 


death. will erush to dust man’s 
greatest works; our bodies will return to 
the earth from whené¢e life called them for 
a while; death at last will blast our noblest 
plans and cut us off before our work is 


Time 


half done; but what if all this is so? 
Neither time nor death can touch the 
eternal and abiding spirit of man, That 


rests in the living Christ, and what has 
man to dread? Civilizations have risen, 
erumbled and perished since Jesus rose 
from the dead; kings have come and gone; 
empires have waxed and waned, but Christ 
grows more and more. The Elder Brother 
has shown us the way and when death 
threatens we can smile and go on. Having 
shared our own humanity Jesus has made 
known what is in the heart and soul of 
man and He has brought its hfe and im- 
mortality to light. The soul of man is not 
doomed to the tomb, but rises victoriously 
in eternal life. 


**Dust thou art, to dust returnest, 
Was not spoken of the soul.’’ 


The living, redeeming Christ is the pledge 
of God to man that he will not go out in 
the darkness of death, but thru death he 
will rise to life victorious. In Christ God 
saved mankind for the eternal life of love 
with Him and this is the glad Easter tid- 
ing that comes ‘as the balm of every 
broken heart and the comfort of every sor- 
rowing soul. Because He lives, we too 
shall live. 


Altoona, Pennsylvania. 


O’ER RUGGED PATHS 
E. E. Zechiel 


The oftener it oceurs, this blessed Eas- 
ter Season, the more gloriously happy it 
becomes. We look back with blessed 
memories to those joyous ‘‘ Egg-gathering— 
Easter Rabbit’’ mornings of our youth, 
with all the richness and joy of those su- 
perbly happy days, knowing full well that 
nothing in all our experience could surpass 
their worth, unless it be the morning that 
celebrates the Birth of the Prince of Life. 
But as the years unfold themselves in our 
experience, opening up the whole glorious 
panorama of the ‘‘Resurrection’’ experi- 
ence, with its far-flung vistas of assurance, 
satisfaction and hope, capable of satisfy- 
ing the deepest needs, longing and hope of 
the human heart, supplying contentment 
and peace where only unrest and dissatis- 
faction had been before, we know that we 
ean look forward to its recurring obser- 
vance, confident in its power to bring us 
a joy and happiness each season more 
glorious than the last. 

It is little to be wondered at that the 
approaching Easter Season brings a pro- 
found spirituality into the world that is 
unique in the year’s experience. Church 
pews, sadly empty before, begin to fill up; 
people, at other seasons unapproachable, 
suddenly become approachable on the 
question of their own spiritual responsi- 
bilities; parents become anxious to conse- 
erate their babes in Holy Baptism on this 
day and, above all, people are now found 
willing to consecrate their own lives to 
the service of Christ in His Church by the 
Holy Rite of confirmation. The recurring 
pageantry of the Resurrection has pro- 
foundly impressed the heart of the world 
that Jesus lives and that because He lives 
we shall live also. 

Furthermore-it becomes increasingly ap- 
parent that the glories of Easter are not 


fered with Him, to those who have gone 
with Him through the dark valley of Geth- 
semane, Passion Week, Good Friday and 
the Cross must bring the superb eestasy of 
a supremely happy heart. But this unique 
happiness of Easter can never be for the 
Kaster-bonnet, style-show parader of the 
multitude. This is because the glory of 
Easter is a Victory Glory. 


MARY MAGDALENE AT THE 
SEPULCHRE 
(John 20:1-19) 
Abner E. J. Reeser 


And why is Mary full of fears, 
Her eyes bedimmed with bitter 
tears, 
While gazing on that grave? 
She cannot find the body there 
Of One who lives, Who’s standing 
near, 
Whose arm from death can save. 


‘““Why weepest thou,’’ the Saviour 
said; 
‘*T’ve lost my Lord,’’ her answer 
sped— 
And wist not it was He. 
He speaks again; His voice she 
knows, 
And now her heart with joy o’er- 
flows, 
Her dearest Lord to see. 


His breathless clay she lately sought 

Within the tomb, and little thought 
Of this supreme delight. 

O, vain were all her anxious fears, 

And vain were all her bitter tears, 
That flowed both day and night. 


And is not He forever near, 

Although His voice we cannot hear, 
Nor see His glorious face? 

Yes, over us His wings are spread, 

And blessings still are gently shed, 
For He fills every place. 


The day shall come when, in the 
skies, 
We shall behold HIM with our eyes, 
And know as we are known; 
But while we wait for that sweet 
day, 
We’ll wipe our bitter tears away, 
Since we are not alone. 


How supremely happy Jesus must have 
been on that first glorious Easter as He 
walked with His disciples in the way. But 
the exquisite joy and satisfaction that 
were H's was also a Victory Joy, made 
possible only because He trod the shadowy 
paths of humility, sacrifice, suffering, Geth- 
semane, Passion and the Cross. Beginning 
in the days of His youth, continuing in 
the long journey of persecution, ending in 
Gethsemane, Good Friday and the Cross. 
He trod the rugged, thorn-infested path of 
the valley only to emerge in the blazing 
sunrise of glory on Easter morning. 


To His disciples the immeasurable glory 
of the first Easter and of all the Easters 
that followed was made possible, or at 
least all the more glorious, because they, 
too, had trod with Him the dark and rug- 
ged path that led to the Cross. To them, 
too, the glory of Easter was a Victory 
Glory. As they came up out of the valley 
of battle, heartbroken with defeat, sorrow 
and shame, suddenly they were confronted 
with the glorious fact of a Resurrected 
Jesus, the Conquering Christ, the Living 
Lord, the Victorious Easter, It is but 
little wonder that their hearts burned 
within them as on their discouraged con- 
sciousness began to dawn the stupendous 


fact that Jesus lived. That forever after 
these simple Galilean Disciples, reborn in 
the Resurrection, should know no theology 
but the glorious fact that Jesus died and 
rose again is simple logie. 

This strange fact of the glory of Easter 
lying only at the end of rugged paths is 
not only in keeping with all that Jesus 
taught us of the Way of Life, a truth of 
tremendous import to all of us who would 
follow with Him in the Way, but a glori- 
ous reassurance to those whom misfortune 
may, perchance, keep from mingling with 
the throng of worshipers of the season. 
You may miss the parades, the pageants, 
the outward glory, but you may rest con- 
tent in peace with the knowledge that the 
real glory of Easter lies at the end of 
rugged paths as those o’er which you 


tread. ‘‘If we suffer with Him, that we 
may also be glorified with Him.’? Rom. 
Bolite 

Akron, Ohio. 


THE EASTER MESSAGE 
Raymond E. Wilhelm 


The Easter message is a message of life. 
It tells of a victory over death. It is this 
victory that furnishes the crown of Jesus’ 
earthly career. To go with the shepherds 
and the Magi to Bethlehem to worship the 
new-born King is good, but that is not 
enough. To go to the sermon-mount to 
hear the Christ speak words of deathless 
truth and power is edifying, but that is 
not enough. To go with Peter, James and 
John to the mount of transfiguration and 
behold the Son of God in majesty, is in- 
spiring, but that is not enough, To go 
even unto Calvary, where Jesus ‘‘His own 
self bare our sins in His body upon the 
tree,’’ igs not enough. For if the Cross 
speaks to us of a sacrifice which was not 
accounted too great to be made, and of an 
atonement made for the sin of the world,. 
it also speaks to us of death. There is a 
greater glory further on. It is to go to 
the empty tomb and hear the messenger 
whose ‘‘appearance was as lightning, an@ 
his raiment white as snow’? declare that 
‘He is not here; for He is risen, even as 
He said.’ 

It is not a dead Christ, but a living 
Christ whose name we bear and whom we 
follow. It was not a dead Christ, but a liv- 
ing Christ who inspired Peter to preach 
as he did on the day of Pentecost. It was 
not a dead Christ, but a living Christ who. 
led Paul and Silas to ‘‘turn the world up- 
side down.’’ A dead Christ could not stir 
the world as the living Christ is stirring 
the world. Men thought that He had died, 
and straightway He lived as no one in all 
the ages had ever lived. 

And the glorious message of the risen 
Christ is His testimony to the eternal in 
man, ‘‘TI am the resurrection and the life: 
he that believeth on Me, though he die, 
yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth and 
believeth on Me shall never die.’? He may 
turn the world upside down; He may upset 
all our favorite theories; He may throw all 
our fancied virtues to the winds; He may 
accept in us that which we have ignored 
and despised. But He makes heaven se- 
cure for us; and wherever He is, heaven 
is. 

Spring City, Pa. 


LIFE’S LIVING LORD 


Theodore C. Hesson 


The resurrection of our Lord Jesus 
Christ is the best attested fact in history. 
It can still be proved, as it was by its first 
preachers, from prophecy and from the 
testimony of eye-witnesses; and shown to 
be reasonable from analogies of nature, 
which are so numerous and near at hand 
in the spring of the year when the Easter 
festival is celebrated. By the silence of 


history as well as by its loud acelaim, by 
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well as 
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the uneasiness of His murderers as 
by the restored faith of faltering 


. 
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by the present ‘‘power of His resurree- 
tion’’ in Christian civilization and in the 
hearts and lives of His people all over the 
world, we know that Easter is the day of 


His resurrection. 

How different would be our world if 
there were no Easter! Churches without 
Christ. Homes without hope. Govern- 
ment without God. Jereavement without 
an Elder Brother. Caskets without com- 
fort. Shrouds without a shining land of 


peace and rest, Hearts without joy. The 
whole world in the darkness of sin and de- 


spair. 
“But now is Christ risen from the 
dead.’’ They led Him to Calvary. They 


nailed Him to the cross. They closed and 
sealed His tomb—and all by the might of 
Rome. But ‘‘an angel of the Lord de- 
scended\from heaven, and came and rolled 
away the stone.’’ ‘‘He is not here.’’ 
*“Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay.’’? It is empty. Let the Easter halle- 
lujahs ring. Let angelic voices sing. Let 
the morning stars sing together and the 
sons of God shout for joy. Jesus lives. 


“‘Ye mortals, catch the sound , 
Redeemed by Him from hell, 
And send the echo round 
The globe on which you dwell; 
Transported ery, ‘Jesus, who bled, 
Hath left the dead, no more to die.’ ’’ 


And now we know why the winds 
obeyed Him, demons fled and the deac 
were raised to life. Now we understand 
how ‘‘All things were made by Him; and 
without Him was not anything made that 
was made. In Him was life; and the life was 
the light of men.’’?’ For by His triumph 
over death He proved Himself to be Lord 
of all life and glory. We see Him in every 
blooming flower, in every babbling brook, 
in the radiance of a crimson sunset and in 
the Providence by which ‘‘one star differ- 
eth from another star in glory.’’ 

But the risen Christ becomes more pre- 
cious to us as the Resurrection and the 
.Life. His resurrection from the dead is 
both a pledge and a revelation of our 
blessed risen life, The new thing in His 
resurrection is not the hope of a future 
life, a hope which springs eternal in the 
human heart, but the new light into which 
He thereby lifted it. As with Him, so 
with His followers, life here and life here- 
after are seen to be of one piece; and the 
life to come will only be the glorious con- 
summation of the risen, fairer, fuller lite 
they now live in the flesh ‘‘by faith of 
the Son of God.’’ In the grief of earthly 
partings and the bitterness of bereave- 
ment, we need not sorrow as those without 
hope. For if we believe in a risen Christ, 
then death has lost its terror and the grave 
is not the goal. To die is only to fall 
asleep in Jesus to awake in the morning 
of eternal day, to meet and greet our loved 
ones in a fairer world, and all to be for- 
ever with the Lord. 

To all who mourn their dead, the Lord 
of life still says, ‘‘Why weepest thou? 
Whom seekest thou?’’ In the Easter mir- 
acle He still speaks in language as com- 
forting and convincing as He spoke to 
doubting Thomas, still adding, ‘‘and be 
not faithless, but believing.’’? Blessed are 
we who answer, ‘‘My Lord and my God.’’ 

St. Johns, Pa. 


‘THE MESSAGE OF LIFE 
Joseph H. Stein 


‘‘Now is the high-tide of the year, 
’ And whatever of life hath ebbed away, 
Comes flooding back with a_ ripply 
cheer.’? 


In all religions, the awakening of the 
earth in the spring time has been given 
spiritual meaning. Human souls every- 
where say, ‘‘Creatures of the unseen in- 
deed we are, but we live in a seen envir- 
onment that once a year brings the mes- 
sage of life.’’ Resistlessly, once each year, 
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life shouts from every mountain top and 
every blade of grass. Our souls are ear- 
ried forward by the voices of nature tri- 
umphantly singing the message of our own 
spirits. Life, Immortality, Spring Time 
belong together. 

It is true to the sunny nature of Chris- 
tianity that Christ’s supreme message at- 
taches itself to a day in spring, and the 
opening world of nature is made to sym- 
bolize victory over death. 

How marvelous is our unified universe! 
And how that unity is seen when sorrow 
and sadness drive us to the very center of 
things! Death and loss afford us a momen- 
tary glimpse of realities which day by day 
in our routine path we cannot see. Sor- 
row like an avalanche comes upon us, the 
whirlwind of reality sweeps over us, and 
we ask, ‘‘What does it mean, actually, all 
of it put together?’’ 


RESURRECTION 


B. F. M, Sours 
No matter what the night has been, 
The daybreak may be brighter; 
No matter what the tempest blast, 
Your hearts may soon be lighter. 


For over all the hills the dawn 
May rise with sheen of story, 
Of noontide blazing o’er the world 
With wealth and joy and glory. 


How could the tomb contain the 
King? ; 
O tell the tidings! Splendor 
Of angels kept the sepulchre 
For Jesus—my Defender! 


Like dawn of day, 
away, 
As far and wide the story 
Was wafted on the wings of joy— 
‘*He lives!—the King of glory!’’ 


clouds rolled 


Death!—all thy boast this dawn is 
lost !— 
No longer hast thou o’er us 
The lash, for Christ is risen again 
And leads the way before us. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


But what is outward defeat to the man 
who knows inward victory; sorrow to the 
man who has that peace which the world 
cannot give and that joy which nothing 
can destroy. What is crucifixion to the 
man who has already found resurrection 
by a changed heart and by an understand- 
ing of the great glory of Divine life that 
dwells within the human race? 

So out of defeat comes victory; and joy 
and sorrow are seen to be twin sisters of 
the Eternal, each bearing the likeness of 
one great God of Love and each complet- 
ing the unfinished work of the other! 

The message of Easter is the message 
of Jesus who saw this encompassing unity 
of life. 

In the hope of victory that reaches to 
immortality, we rejoice today! 

Toledo, Ohio, 


IMMORTALITY 
N. L. Horn 


When the Christian world greets the 
Easter Day, it will testify and witness to 
its belief that men who have died are still 
living. Though the temple of clay is laid 
away, the spirit goes on to the realm which 
is God’s spiritual kingdom. Easter has 
but one message; it is the message of im- 
mortality. Immortality is one of those 
great spiritual truths which cannot be 
demonstrated. It is a matter of faith. We 
believe in immortality, not because it ean 
be demonstrated and proved to us, but be- 


cause it commends itself to our spiritual 
nature. 

The graves of Jesus and Mohammed each 
attract their millions. Jerusalem is the 
mecca of the Christian and Mecea is the 
Jerusalem of the Mohammedan. In each 
a great teacher and leader was_ buried. 
Wherein lies the difference? Why is the 
grave of Jesus of Nazareth of more import- 
ance to the world than that of the prophet 
of Mecca? The difference lies in the fact 
that the grave of Jesus is an empty tomb. 

The epitaph on the tomb of Jesus is, 
*¢He is not here, He is risen.’’ But the 
resurrection is not the end in itself. Just 
to cheat death, to break open the gates of 
the grave, to bring a dead man’s bones out 
of the whited sepulchre; this might be a 
seven days’ wonder, but it is not the end 
of God’s revelation nor of His power. The 
message of the open grave of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is more than the message of 
one man’s resurrection, It is the message 
of immortality for all men who will 
through the one Man, by faith, receive the 
gifts of God, which are life and immor- 
tality. 

In these days, when rivers and rills are 
flowing to their fullest, when life in its 
thousand forms is putting forth its full- 
est measure, we ought to grasp more 
clearly the purpose of the Lord’s mission. 
Jesus said, ‘‘I am come that ye might have 
life and that ye might-have it abundant- 
ly.’’. Yes, and- more. The believer in 
Christ is promised eternal life. And what 
is life eternal? Jesus answers this ques- 
tion in His prayer for the apostles. -‘‘ And 
this is life eternal; that they might know 
Thee the only true God and Jesus Christ 
whom Thou hast sent.’’ 

Oh, if we could only lift up our hearts 
and live with Him! Live new lives, high- 
er lives, lives of love and hope and holi- 
ness, to which death should be nothing but 
the breaking away of the last cloud and 
the letting of life out to its completion. 
May God give us some such blessing for 
Easter Day. 


Gettysburg, Pa. 


THE JOY OF THE FIRST EASTER 
Morgan A. Peters 


Had Christ. not risen from the dead how 
different everything would be. We would 
have no Gospel, no Acts, nor Apocalypse; 
no New Testament; no Church History; 
we should more than likely all be pagans, 
even now. It was His resurrection that 
quickened the Apostles; the records fo?- 
lowed, with the acts of the Apostles; and 
the founding of the Churches that called 
for the Epistles. With His death the old 
world passed away, with His resurrection 
a new word sprang into being. The dis- 
ciples were in the depths before this, and 
Christianity would have died with the 
death of Christ. The Church was created 
by the resurrection, the risen Christ made 
Christianity possible, even to the present 
time the Christian faith stands or falls 
with Christ. 

This re-creation of the Church took place 
on the very day that Jesus arose. The dis- 
ciples had spent two days of- the keenest 
disappointment, sorrow and despair; the 
first was the day of crucifixion, the second 
was the Sabbath when the body of Jesus 
lay in the tomb, closed by the heavy stone 
and guarded by the Roman soldiers. But 
now on the third day strange rumors were 
affoat; the women had been to the sepul- 
chre and found it empty; some of them re- 
ported that they had actually seen Jesus 
alive and well, and angels had appeared to 
them in the empty tomb; Simon Peter and 
John had hurried to the spot and learned 
for themselves that the body of Jesus was 
no longer there. Later in the day Peter 
also had beheld Jesus. In the evening the 
ten apostles with some other disciples were 
assembled in some upper room in Jerusa- 
lem partaking of their evening meal. The 
doors had been carefully closed, for the 
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report was being circulated by the author- 


ities that they had stolen the body of 
Jesus, and they feared that arrests might 
follow. Presently they were joined by two 


disciples from Emmaus, who had made a 
hurried return to tell them of the wonder- 
ful experience they had had on the way 
and how the stranger who had 
journeyed with them they discovered to be 
the Lord Himself. Before they had time 
to mention the details, they were greeted 
with the eries of those assembled. ‘‘The 
Lord is risen indeed, and hath appeared to 
Simon.’? 


home, 


‘Then were the disciples glad when 
they saw the Lord.’’ The word ‘‘glad’’ 
is, after all, really a strong word; the 


Greek word from which it is translated is 
the word ‘‘rejoice’’ in other parts of 
the New Testament. The disciples re- 
joiced, therefore, when they saw the Lord. 
There joy was joy for all time, and the 
Church has been glad ever since. No 
change of earthly fortunes has interrupted 
the flow of this gladness from the first 
followers to the present. The first disei- 
ples now understood the mission of Jesus 
as they had never understood before; its 
ultimate purpose was heavenly, not earth- 
ly. The evening before His death He had 
said to them: ‘‘Ye now therefore have sor- 
row; but I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh from you.’’ 

How well this promise was fulfilled, both 
as to the sight of the risen Lord, and as 
to the permanence of the joy they then 
found. Not as the first, did His second de- 
parture affect them. When they beheld 
Him rising in the cloud to heaven, they 
“returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 
and were continually in the temple, prais- 
ing and blessing God.’’ 

From that first resurrection to the pres- 
ent, the Chureh has been celebrating the 
event by meeting on the first day of the 
week, and thus by unanimous consent, and 
with the example of the apostles a prece- 
dent for it, has changed the day for pub- 
lic worship and the Sabbath from the 
seventh to the first. Not by any arbitrary 
decree of Christian emperor in a later cen- 
tury, not by formal action on the part of 
the Chureh in council assembled, but by 
the spontaneous decision of the disciples 
of Christ from the very first, was the 
Sabbath changed fromthe Jewish Sabbath 
on the seventh day to the Lord’s Day on 
the first of the week. They ‘‘could not en- 
dure to observe as a day of joy and glad- 
ness that on which Christ lay in the tomb, 
nor forbear to mark as a weekly festival 
that on which He arose.’? From the very 
first, the Lord’s Day was a day of glad- 
ness, because on that day the Lord returned 
from the dead and appeared in gladdening 
sight to His heart-broken disciples, This 
gladness has been the keynote of praise iw 
the Chureh ever sinee. This is what 
makes it the ‘‘day of all the week the 
best) 


Myerstown, Pa. 


DEATH SWALLOWED UP IN LIFE 
W. T. Brundick 

The Christian doctrine of the Resurree- 
tion has long been a stumbling block. It 
has hindered the Christian’s and non- 
Christian’s faith. We have allowed our- 
selves to exalt and to exaggerate death to 
a degree that was altogether beyond rea- 
son and anything taught in the Scriptures. 
Death has been spoken of as if it were the 
last law of life, when as a matter of fact, 


it is not. LIFE.is the law of nature and 
death a natural means to more life and 
better life. 

Back and forth is the plow driven 


through the field covered with fine grasses 
and lovely flowers. Ruthlessly it tears its 
way, cutting furrow after furrow and de- 
stroying all signs of life. It seems that 


all the beauty and loveliness would be 
hopelessly destroyed. By and by spring 
time comes and the field is onee more 


covered with grasses and flowers, only 
fuller. From the beginning the plowman’s 
faith saw this fuller field. 

Death seems to destroy the life of God’s 
children, His flowers, in this world. Like 
a rude plow it lays low t'me and again, 
making deep furrows and gashing its 
beauty. But afterwards comes a harvest 
of blessing and good grows up out of the 
erushed and broken lives. 

The resurrection of Jesus is in accoid- 
ance with the higher. universal law of life. 
Death is for life and not life for death in 
the ultimate constitution of this universe. 


MYSTERIES OF SPRING 


Spring comes skipping back again 

With kissing sunshine, laughing 
rain, 

To waken from their wintry sleep— 

To start the drowsy plants to creep. 


From out their dismal hiding place, 
Again to gaze on sun’s bright face, 
To cheer awhile, then fade away 

Where God has destined all to stay. 


Side by side in a garden plot, 
Languid there in a cold dark spot, 
Roses lie hidden the winter thru, 
With all their fragrance languid too. 


No one knows the mystery— 

Only God who holds the key, 

How sunshine soft and laughing rain 
Can wake the flowers to bloom again. 


To bloom and cheer a little while, 

Spilling sweet perfume with a smile, 

Waked from sleep, both here and 
there, 

They scatter fragrance everywhere. 


We marvel at the way they’re spun 
From earth and rain and air and sun, 
And how they gather for the bee 
Is indeed a mystery. 


Only God can tell, you know, 
How the roses come and grow, 
How they gather from the air 
Nectar and their colors rare. 


Mysteries here, mysteries there, 
Mysteries hidden everywhere; 
That truth is proof enough for me 
That God’s the key to destiny. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Maryland. 


The resurrection of Jesus therefore is an 
instance of that law and was by no means 
contrary to the ultimate law of nature, any 
more than the fiist fruits of the summer 
are exceptions to the general law of life 
which in.autumn shall show its universal 
power in every harvest field. 

Easter puts into the heart of every 
Christian the faith of the plowman. We 
shall not faint when the plow is driven 
through the heart, but through that faith 
see beyond the pain and sorrow that goes 
with death the blessing of a richer life, 
of whiter holiness, of larger fruitfulness, 
death swallowed up in LIFE. 

Millersville, Pa. 


CHRIST RISEN IN US 
E. F. Wiest, D. D. 


A number of young men were sitting to- 
gether in a country store one evening tell- 
ing what they did not believe, and what 
they were not afraid to do. Finally the 
leader in the group remarked that, so far 
as he was coneerned, he wou!d be willing 
at any time to sign away all his interest in 
Christ for a five dollar bill. 

‘What did I understand you to say?’’ 
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asked an old farmer, who happened to be 
in the store, and who had overheard the 
remark. ‘‘I said that for five dollars I 
would sign away all my interest in Christ; 
and so I will.’? The old farmer, who had 
learned to know the human heart pretty 
well, drew out his leathern wallet, took 
therefrom a $5 bill, and put it in the store- 
keeper’s hand. Then ealling for ink and 
paper, he said, ‘‘My young friend, if you 
wll just step to the desk now and write as 
I direct, the money is yours. The young 
man took the pen and began, ‘‘In the pres- 
ence of these witnesses, I, A B . 
for the sum of $5 received, do now onee 
for all and forever sign away all my inter- 
est—’’ Then he dropped the pen and with 
a forced smile said, ‘‘I take it back; I was 
only fooling.’’? That young man did not 
dare to sign that paper. Why? He had an 
accusing conscience. He knew that there 
was a God. He believed in religion. He 
meant to be a Christian sometime. And so 
do you, reader. Notwithstanding your ap- 
parent indifference, your trifling eonduet, 
your boasting speech, you would not today 
for $10,000 sign away, if such a thing were 
possible, your interest in Jesus Christ. 
You do not desire or expect to lose heaven, 

This young man never had a real inter- 
est in Christ to sign away. It is hoped 
that this experience led him to find an in- 
terest in Christ for all time. If a man 
knows Jesus by a vital experience he will 
never feel like disposing of his Lord for 
any price; for to him the Savior will be 
the priceless pearl of supreme value in two 
worlds. 

When Jesus has risen in the heart of a 
man, that man has an amazing experience. 
It fills him with an abounding life. 

If Christ be not risen in our heart, there 
can be no profit to us even if He rose from 
the tomb. We then have no real relation 
to Him. But if Jesus has been given the 
moral scepter of our lives, then remarkable 
conditions arise in the soul. 

This resurrection life in us is a spiritual 
agency. The Holy Spirit becomes to us 
all that we need to cultivate our souls and 
fit them for an everlasting fellowship with 
Him. There is then a divine power in us 
controlling us and working in us in such 
a way as to shape our eternal destiny. We 
are in safe keeping. There is no other 
Keeper. 

Christ in us thus is a free-aeting and 


gracious agency, perceptible in our feelings 


and thoughts, in our words and deeds. 
There is a power of which we are consei- 
ous, that is not ourselves, but in, over, and 
above ourselves, working righteously for 
us. . 

This resurrection life is a transforming 
agency. We cannot remain static. We 
must change and ever change from day to 
day into something higher, nobler, better. 
We are in the grip of the heavenly, Then 
harmful things of the world become more 
and more repugnant to us. What is good, 
beautiful and true in life appeals more and 
more to us and changes us daily into its 
likeness. This life in us kindles love and love 
is the one transforming power in the soul. 
God is working in us both to will and to 
do. He impels and He empowers. He is 
the power and pattern in Christ. This 
changing process is ceaseless and progres- 
sive. In his soul such a man never re- 
mains the same for twenty-four hours at 
a time. The thrill of a constant and con- 
sistant change is the delight and joy of 
life. The ungodly man shows no sueh 
glorious emotion. This life in us leads up 
to new associations. The hurtful associa- 
tions of the past are left behind. A 
nobler fellowship is formed with others 
who are similarly under the spell of this 
life. We become more and more assoei- 
ated with men and women who are the 
friends of our Lord. We are introduced 
into a fellowsh'p of the friends of God. 
This is man’s greatest glory—that he can 
become the friend of God and enjoy others 
who have entered into this relation with 
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God. Time thus becomes a foretaste of 
this glory that awaits in eternity. 

The historians tell us that it was a com- 
mon practice with the Gauls to contract 
debts with a stipulation that they should 
be payable in the next stage of existence. 
As the Christian contemplates what Jesus 
has done for him, and realizes how little 
he can accomplish even in a full lifetime 
of service, he rejoices that it is written 
of that other life, ‘‘And they serve Him 
day and night in His temple.’’ 


There are those who doubt this to be 
a faet and scoff at it. How can they 
judge? They lack the essential qualifica- 


tion to be competent judges, 

They were very fond of each other, and 
were thinking of the same thing, so it was 
natural that their talk should turn to the 
subject of immortality. The young man 
wineed a little after he had spoken. He 
ought not to have suggested such a thing 
to a man on the verge of the grave. 

But the old man smiled. ‘‘I am rather 
interested in seeing just what happens 
when I leave this old tenement behind,’’ 
he said. 

“‘Then you are sure that you will not 
die—that the promises in the Bible are 
true?’’ said the young man, leaning for- 
ward in his eagerness. 

“*Yes, I’m very sure.’ 

“*T’d like to believe it, too, and I can’t. 
Give me your proofs.’’ 

The old man shook his head. ‘‘I cannot 
give you proofs,’’ he said. ‘‘I have proofs; 
I have been a lifetime in gathering them, 
but they are not transferable; every one 
must gather his own. 


‘When I was a young man I ecouldn’t 
believe it either. But I differed from some 
of the young; I wanted to believe it. So 
I searched the Word, and there was one 
verse that stuck in my memory, ‘If any 
man will do His will, he shall know of the 
doctrine, whether it be of God.’ And I 
tested it, and came to know. There isn’t 
any way to know, but by doing. You can 
go to revelation and science, and argu- 
ment and analogy, and they will give you 
all the probabilities; but if you want to 
really know you must start out and do. 
You won’t see a step ahead at first, but 
the way will open before you, and after a 
while you will possess a truth that is un- 
shakable, I know so certain and the hurts 
of life have glanced off the armor that I 
possess. I wish I could give you my proofs 
—the answered prayers, the help, the com- 
fort, the sustaining love—but I can’t pass 
these things on. Won’t you try to get 
some proofs for yourself, my boy?’’ 

‘*T will, indeed,’’ was the hearty answer. 

The Easter season is at hand. May the 
spirit of the season enter into many who 
have never felt this risen Christ in their 
heart, that they may experience the real- 
ity, the power, the sweetness and the joy 
of the resurrection life of Jesus, the Son of 
God. 


THE FRUITS OF THE RESURRECTION 
H. J. Herber 


Who can compute the beneficent influ- 
ence of the Resurrection? Take Easter 
out of the calendar of the Christian and 
you rob him of the flower of his religion. 
One might as well take the spring out of 
the year. Even nature when seen thru the 
eyes of the Easter hope takes on a more 
beautiful garment. There is an_ uplift 
that carries the Christian to higher heights 
and broader spaces. The heart is strangely 
warmed, the bonds of the spirit are broken 
and hope sings a triumphant note. One 
feels transplanted to more spacious realms. 
Life is more abundant because of the 
thoughts that cluster about this most joy- 
ous festival of the Church. 

The thickest gloom had settled upon the 
hearts of the disciples when their Master 
was nailed by cruel hands to the cross. For 
the time being it appeared that the whole 
enterprise of Christ had ended in ignomi- 
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nious defeat from which there could be no 
resurrection. ‘*‘We trusted that it had 
been He who should have redeemed Is- 
rael,’? was the plaintive note that. came 
from the drooping lips of those weather- 
beaten and discouraged disciples. Humanly 
speaking one cannot see how Christianity 
could have gotten a foothold had its 
Founder ended His the tomb. 


career in 


A PRAYER 


Eternal God, our Father, in Thee 
reside all the forces that underlie the 
laws of Nature which Thou hast or- 
dained and set to work in this mar- 
velous world in which we live. From 
Thee come all the forces that surge 
within our human souls for utter- 

- ance. Thou hast made Nature and 
Man, mysterious wells of energy and 
life, and even as the impersonal 
world cannot get out of hand for 
Thee, neither can we escape the in- 
fluence of Thy love, try though we 
may. We may tum our backs upon 
Thee and try to forget Thee and 
treat the things and forces Thou hast 
put at our command as though they 
were our own, yet we cannot get out 
of reach of the pull of Thine eternal 
love. ‘‘Thou hast made us for Thy- 
self and restless are our souls until 
we rest in Thee.’’ 

So we come again into Thy pres- 
ence to drink from the fountain of 
eternal life. We sit at the feet of 
Him who was, in a measure above 
all others who have spoken for Thee, 
Thy Messenger of Love and Truth. 
The spirit He embodied in human 
form so long ago is alive in our time, 
as in every generation since His 
time. He is a living Christ, even as 
He represents to us in terms that we 
can understand the God of the liv- 
ing, not of the dead. The principles 
He proclaimed then still ring in 
our ears and surcharge our minds 
with a spirit of unselfish love and 
sacrificial service. A thousand sub- 
tle forces and institutions in our 
common life teach us falsely that 
every man should look out for him- 
self and that no man is his brother’s 
keeper. But ‘‘above the noise of 
race and clan, we hear Thy voice, O 
Son of Man,’’ and it proclaims to 
us that he would win in the fame of 
life must do so as a servant. 

We pray with particular fervor, 
Our Father, for those who are 
weighed under the burden of grief 
or affliction. If they be carrying a 
load of pain or anguish induced by 
their own sins and follies, help them 
to profit by the purging discipline of 
trouble, Teach us one and all to 
learn from the purgative pains visit- 
ed upon us by Thy wise laws which 
we have broken to keep our fest in 
the ways of righteousness and truth. 
But unto those who suffer from the 
sins of others bring the illumining 
lamps of divine truth to show them 
how to suffer heroically and without 
malice and how by serene and mag- 
nanimous spirit to woo from the way 
of folly the perpetrators of the evils 
that they bear. May we all learn 
from Jesus how to bear the crosses 
that we must carry as the price of 
love. 

Upon all who sorrow deeply, upon 
all who toil beyond their strength, 
upon all who are oppressed, upon the 
doubting and the perplexed, upon 
the afflicted and the suffering, and 
upon those entering the valley of 
the shadow, let fall the sweet minis- 
tries of Thine eternal Spirit and 
give them peace. Amen. 


—Alfred N. Sayres. 
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Who would have undertaken such a task 
under such disastrous circumstances? 


Behold! A triumphant scene follows the 
tragic scene of Calvary. The victim of 
wickedness has become the Victor over 
death and the grave. The Risen Christ was 
the proof that He was the Son of God and 


the Messiah. At once these discouraged 
disciples are transfigured beings. Their 
cowardice has turned into courage; their 
loyalty has been transformed into the most 
beautiful devotion to Christ; their indiffer- 
ence has become the enthusiasm of youth. 
The Resurrection of Christ was the source 
of the dynamie power and triumph of the 


early Christians. 

“¢Risen with Christ’’ is the privilege of 
the Christian. The Resurrection of Christ 
suggested that the follower of Christ 
should live above the things of the flesh. 
‘« Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee Jight,’’ 
exhorted the foremost Christian of the 
first century. There is a call to be alive 
unto God and dead unto sin. The Christian 
lives above the gloom of doubt, hate, and 
bitterness. He enjoys the freedom of love, 
the victories of peace and the joys of a 
lively hope. 

The fact of Christ’s Resurrection gives 
the Christian the hope of a victorious life 
with Christ in the Presence of God. This 
hope has had its purifying effect upon mil- 
lions of Christians. All the faithful look 
forward to the crown of righteousness 
which they shall receive from Him who 
was crowned with honor and glory. 


‘‘Christ is risen; we are risen! 
Shed upon us heavenly grace, 

Rain and dew and gleams of glory 
From the brightness of Thy face; 
That with hearts in heaven dwelling; 

We on earth may friutful be, 
And by angel hands be gathered, 
And be ever, Lord, with Thee.’’ 


Orwigsburg, Pa. 


THE EVIDENCE OF THE SENSES 
7 J. Hamilton Smith 


The remarkable thing about the first 
Easter is not simply or even ehiefly,.that 
our Lord rose from the dead, but that 
there was sensual evidence of this resur- 
rection. We, as Christians, believe that 
every death bed is a resurrection; but in 
the resurrection of our Lord men saw 
Him with their eyes, heard Him with 
their ears, touched Him with their hands. 
This is just the evidence which we lack 
and which we so much crave. It is for 
this that such devout spiritualists as Sir 
Oliver Lodge and A. Conan Doyle are 
laboring so earnestly to establish com- 
munication with their loved ones in the 
unseen world. At present—and perhaps 
for all time in this life—we must accept 
the life beyond the shadow upon three 
grounds: upon the testimony of others, 
upon a process of reasoning, and upon the 
intuitive voice of our own hearts which 
tells us that those whom we have loved 
and lost awhile are still living in the other 
room of the Father’s house. For most of 
us this is evidence quite enough—and for 
all of us, for the present, it must remain 
enough. 

The fact that the senses do not tell us 
that those gone from our sight are still hv- 
ing, is no reason to believe that they are 
not living. We have five senses—sight, 
hearing, touch, taste and smell. Through 
these five channels we must receive all of 
our knowledge of the universe outside of 
us. No one, for a single moment, believes 
that these five senses accurately report to 
us everything that is true in God’s uni- 
verse. This is easily made clear. Suppose 
one of the five senses were lacking, e. g., 
that of hearing. Immediately a whole 
world would be wiped out of existence so 
far as we are concerned. The world of 
singing birds, sighing winds, and murmur- 
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g ks would still exist just as it does 
nd the animals would hear—but we 
would not. We would have no knowledge 
that this world exists. Yet our senses 
ould seem to report everything to us as 
ruly as they do now. Now, instead of one 
sense subt acted, let us suppose a sense is 
added—that of the pereeption of the spirit- 
ual. It is evident that a whole new world 


would be brought into being which we now 
know only dimly through the three avenues 
mentioned above. Shall we suppose that 
something like this happened to the dis- 
ciples on that first Easter? 

At any rate eyes generally holden were 
opened, and ears generally deaf heard, and 
hands generally numb felt—and He whom 
they saw. heard and touched was Jesus, 
their Lord, whom they had seen erucified, 


out of whose side came the tell-tale stream 
of water and blood, whose body was buried 
in a tomb, and the tomb sealed with the 
Roman seal. Upon this fact, that it is not 
in the power of Pilate to put Him to death, 
nor the broken heart to slay Him, nor the 
tomb to hold Him prisoner, the Chureh and 
organized Christianity is founded. 

This all harmoniously corresponds with 
the teaching and life of Jesus. Read your 
gospels, When He spoke of death His 
voice never grew any deeper, and His face 
never grew any graver—and this because 
He knew that what we ¢all death is a fal- 
lacy, that is, an idea to which no reality 
corresponds. Death was, therefore, only 
an incident in His life—a thing for which 
He made preparation as calmly as for a 
night of sleep. And on that first Easter 


He walked forth in His glorified body just 
as we would lay aside the clothes of the 
night and go forth in the garments of the 
day. 


There is no other fact in our religion 
which banks quite as large as this: for 
here we have not only the hope of reunion 
with dear ones in the life beyond the 
shadow; but here we have also a strong de- 
terrent against sin in that we may have 
to meet the consequences of our sin in an- 
other world; and here we have a great in- 
centive to goodness, for here is the assur- 
anee that our labor is not in vain in.the 
Lord—and the hope that we may correct in 
another life some of the errors and blund- 
ers of this. 


Pottstown, Pa. 


A Noted Chemist’s Reaction to an Interviewer 


EDWARD H, COTTON 


Arthur D, Little gives his view of life and the world, stops where the theologian ventures, and meets the average man’s 
remark, “Well, we are here, now what is it all about?” 


This is not a contribution to the discus- 
sion between Theism and Humanism. It 
is a narrative of the way a noted scientist 
looks at the world in which he finds him- 
self. It.is an answer to the old, old ques- 
tion: ‘* Well, we are here; now what is it 
all about??? 

Recently, I gave twelve sermons, en- 
titled ‘‘This Scientific Religious Uni- 
verse.’’ Though having been a maker of 
sermons since 1909, I had not understood 
the contribution science stands ready to 
hand over to seekers after religious truth. 
A friend recommended a book which 
might help in the preparation, as kind 
friends will—‘‘The Handwriting on the 
Wall,’’ Arthur D. Little, being a collec- 
tion of papers published in ‘‘The Atlantic 
Monthly’’ and in scientific and engineer- 
ng journals, and lectures given before 
students of science and engineering. 

Reading the book developed a wish to 
meet the author. The meeting was ar- 
ranged. What follows is the result of a 
visit to Dr. Little’s laboratory, Cambridge, 
Mass., and conversations with him. It is 
an exchange of opinion between one who 
has been trained to think in terms of sci- 
ence and one who has been trained to 
think in terms of religion. 


Dr. Little is entitled to speak. He was 
born in Boston in 1863. He studied at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, and 
is a life member of its corporation. He 
has been in close relation with the early 
developments of industries which, today, 
help give us our modern world: the sul- 
phite process for wood pulp, artificial silk, 
chrome tanning and cellulose acetate. At 
present, the Arthur D. Little laboratories 
are busy experimenting with petroleum and 
fuels, anticipating important inventions in 
the departments of locomotion and heat- 
ing. Dr. Little is already the inventor of 


Significant processes in these important 
fields. 

He will present a paper before the 
World Engineering Congress in Tokyo, 


which meets in October of this year. He 
has received what is perhaps the highest 
honor which can be conferred on an in- 
dustrial chemist—election as president of 
the Society of Chemical Industry (Lon- 
don), 1928. 

In 1887 he left a position at a comfort- 
able salary to organize what subsequently 
became Arthur D. Little, Ine., chemists, 
engineers, managers. The concern employs 
about ninety people, more than half of 
whom are trained specialists. For seven 
years the balanee was on the wrong side 
of the ledger; then the business began to 
grow, each year seeing steady develop- 
ment, with 1928 showing the largest ex- 


pansion. As other idealists, Dr. Little 
would like to engage chiefly in research in 
the realm of pure science. But, as he re- 
marked, ‘‘Meanwhile my -men must be 
paid.’’ 


Adjoining the laboratories is an inter- 
esting museum, a sort of record of achieve- 
ment, where one sees illustrated the 
marvels of present-day chemistry. On the 
wall of Dr. Little’s office hangs a picture 


. representing Michael Faraday, a boy, as- 


sisting Sir Humphry Davy in his labora- 
tory, which is equipped with the simply 
constructed apparatus of that day. Fara- 
day was a great chemist. In his face, as 
one may see it in a portrait in the museum, 
is reflected an abundance of intellect and 
emotion. He prepared the way for modern 
investigation. When we recall that Fara- 
day did not die until two years after the 
Civil War, we realize in what a relatively 
brief time chemistry, as we understand the 
term, has come into being. The best pos- 
sible illustration of this is a comparison 
between the picture of Faraday and Davy 
at work in their laboratory, and the Arthur 
D, Little Museum. 


IT MATTERS NOT 


It matters not to me that Christ 
Was in a manger laid, 

For high and low came worshiping 
That little helpless Babe. 


What matters it that Christ went not 
To college as a lad? 

His studies were all human hearts, 
Man’s instincts, good and bad. 


‘large con- 


*Tis true He ran no 
cern,’’ 
With men in His employ; 
But He had power to rule men’s 
Hearts, to turn their grief to joy! 


What if He wore no purple robe, 
Nor any jewelled crown? 

’*Twas only for our sins He laid 
His perfect young life down. 


What matters that He bore a cross, 
In agony and shame, 

And died there on Golgotha’s Hill? 
That life deserved no blame! 


Ah, why should folks be arguing, 
As only some folks can, 

About His birth, His life, His death? 
He was the Friend of Man! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


Chemistry is constantly making possible 
the seemingly -impossible—which, of 
course, is what makes it so fascinating a 
study. Of this one sees an excellent 
demonstration in one of the museum ex- 
hibits. The demonstration also attacks 
and shatters the often heard complaint, 
“Tt can’t be done.’’ All are familiar with 
the age-old formula, ‘‘You can’t make a 
silk purse of a sow’s ear.’’?’ Everyone ac- 
cepted that conclusion as final until Ar- 
thur D. Little came along. Experiments 
were undertaken to answer the question. 
How does the silk worm make silk? The 
silkworm exudes, as the last act of its 
vermiform life, before being transformed 
into a winged moth, a viscous liquid which, 
on reaching the air, becomes a silk thread. 
Experiments proved that in the sow’s ear 
was a related substance. Eventually, from 
a genuine sow’s ear was made a silk purse, 
now on exhibition in the museum, together 
with a description of the process. Also 
one sees there chemical appliances for gas- 
masks, made by Dr. Little at the request 
of authorities at Washington, when, dur- 


-ing the Great War, it was found the Ger- 


mans were manufacturing poisonous 
smokes which penetrated the regulation 
canister, : 

Dr. Little speaks with conservative 
statements. This seems characteristic of 
men of science. Is it a sort of reaction 
from the fact that they constantly ob- 
serve such astonishing manifestations in 
nature? At all events, those engaged in 
scientific research do not speak in terms 
of ultimate reality. Going about the 
laboratory we met a bacteriologist who was 
isolating in a test-tube bacteria of some 
sort. I ventured to ask him what was 
back of those microscopic forms of life. 


‘*T do not know,’’ he replied. 
‘“‘But something must be back of it.’’ 
Again he shook his head. 


That is the position science seems to 
take—no one knows; unlike certain popu- 
lar religions which say they do know. 

What follows is Dr. Little’s reflections 
on the fact, ‘‘We are here; and—what is 
it all about?’’ We pass them on to read- 
ers, recorded in his own thoughtful phrase- 
ology. ' 

“‘Tf one fact has impressed me through 
the course of my life, it is that we are 
living ina world which responds to order. 
There is design, and a designer. In the 
human brain are ten billion neurons, each 
with its purpose. Take the embryo in the 
egg of a codfish. Let the egg be enlarged 
to the size of a cartwheel. One will see 
the blood corpuscles darting about in the 
capillaries, multitudes of them. And now 
and then the embryo turns over. All this 
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takes place in a structure no larger than 
the head of a pin. Visit the Museum of 
Natural History in New York, and you 
will see a glass case in which are highly 
magnified models of Radiolaria, a micro- 
scopic living form, Each exhibits an in- 
tricate, complete, and beautiful structure. 
Think of all those completed and beautiful 
forms of life, billions of them in the 
oceans, and all developing and passing 
away unseen. Beyond the control of man, 
they argue for a Supreme Intelligence. 
Whatever that Supreme Intelligence may 
be, one way to learn more about it is to 
observe its works. If we are going to know 
the being of God, why not look at His 
works, from the amoeba up to and 
through man, including man’s character? 

‘Says Walter Bagehot, ‘From almost 
every direction you view the world you 


see a great deal to eriticize, find fault 
with, regret. But if you will think of the 
world as having been designed for the 


development of character, it seems as if it 
were ideally constituted for that end.’ 


‘*Do you realize the complexity of the 
world? Suppose you could identify each 
of the molecules in this glass of water, 
then take the glass down to the seashore 
and pour it into the ocean, Give that 
tumbler of water time to mingle uniformly 
throughout all the water in the seven seas; 
and then go down to the shore and fill the 
glass again. You would find in it two 
thousand of the molecules originally in the 
first glass. This represents the minuteness 
and distribution of the molecule. Of 
course the electron is much smaller. The 
electron is the smallest indivisible particle 
of matter. It is the basis of all being. 
The electron is an electrie charge; hence 
the basis of the universe is electrical. 


““As an extension of these ideals, the 
amount of material that can enter into 
the human body is of course somewhat 
limited in relation to the immense number 
of human beings who have lived. Prob- 
ably in every one of us are some of the 
molecules whieh have been in every other 
human being who ever existed before; for 
the component parts went back to air, 
water, and earth, were gathered up, recon- 
structed, and formed you and me. To give 
you an idea of the minuteness with which 
energy can be subdivided, Dr. Whitney, 
head of the Research Laboratory of the 
General Electric Company, has a powerful 
radio set by means of which he gets, in 
Schenectady, stations in San Francisco. 


Jesus on the cross was erueified,— 
’Twas for a sinful world He died. 
The veil of the temple was rent in 


twain,— 
While the sorrowing Mary wept in 
vain. 


For three long hours ‘* darkness covered 
the earth,’?’ 
Which revealed to the Jews His match- 
less worth; 
The earth did quake, rocks were cleft 
like a clod; 
The centurion said—‘‘ Truly this was 
the Son of God.’’ 


While His disciples were scattered in 
sorrow and gloom— 
Joseph and Nicodemus prepared a rock- 
hewn tomb. 
The next day—mournful Sabbath! 
They forgot what He said; 
The third day—O, glad tidings! 
arose from the dead! 


He 


On this day early, while the dawn was 
yet gray— 
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He told me that after careful computation 
he had found that the energy picked up 
by the antennae of his receiving set, if 
working twenty-four hours a day for 
thirty-five years, would be about equal to 
the energy expended by a fly crawling one 
inch up a window pane. That single inch 
of motion represents all the energy his 
particular set received through that length 
of time from the San Francisco studio. 

‘*Let us try another reach of the imagi- 
nation: take the atom which, when ana- 
lyzed, is found to be rather a complicated 
structure. In that atom is a proton which 
you may think of as the sun, while around 
it are vibrating or perhaps revolving the 
electrons in the atom, much as the planets 
of our solar sytem revolve about their 
parent, the sun. The comparison as to size 
and distance might be thought of as rela- 
tively smaller in planes equally far re- 
moved from our own. 

*“Can life be created spontaneously in a 
laboratory? It has not been done. We do 
not see how it can be done. Life com- 
menced, probably, at the seashore, where 
conditions of atmosphere, moisture, and 
temperature were right. Given the lowest 
form of life, all the rest, up to man, is an 
ordered sequence. What was responsible 
for that first form of life? I do not know. 
Please observe that I say, I do not know. 
Often I am asked, in view of the amazing 
discoveries of science, what is coming 
next? We do not venture to predict. You 
may anticipate invention, but not discov- 
ery. Many of the most significant dis- 
coveries were accidents. Priestley discov- 
ered oxygen through accident. Wilson’s 
discovery of calcium carbide was acci- 
dental; so were Roentgen’s discovery of 
X-rays and Becquerel’s discovery of radio 
activity; though those men were experi- 
enced observers, otherwise the accidents 
would have passed them by. 


‘‘Life in some form may exist on dis- 
tant planets. Here is a photograph sent 
me from the Mt. Wilson observatory. Ordi- 
nary telescopes showed this star-cluster, 
known to astronomers as Hercules, as a 
blur of light. But you see here the sepa- 
rated stars. They are thirty-six thousand 
light-years away. The star-cluster is one 
hundred and fifty light-years across, and 
contains one hundred thousand stars, some 
of them one hundred times as large as our 
sun. Is it not reasonable to suppose that 
life exists on planets circulating around 
some of those stars? With regard to the 


AN EASTER SUMMARY 


Came women to the tomb, and ‘‘found 
the stone rolled away!’’ 
The tomb was empty! and the angel 
said— 
“Why seek ye the living among the 
dead?’’ 


He told you in Galilee the ‘‘third day’? 
He would rise, 
‘‘And they remembered His words’’ 
with glad surprise. 
They returned to His friends—the 
good news to spread; 
But the disciples ‘‘believed not the 
words they said.’’ 


Five times that day He was seen in 
good health; 
Brought joy to His dear ones—more 
precious than wealth! 
Mary Magdalene He greeted in a joy- 
ous early talk, 
Then taught Cleopas and friend on 
a revealing walk. 


Friends gathered in the ‘‘upper room’? 
that night—in despair; 
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establishment of communication between 
us and the planets, we are not in a position 
to say it can be done. Light, the fastest 
traveling form of energy, moves at the 
rate of 186,000 miles a second. It takes 
light three years to get from us to the 
nearest star, traveling on that hypotheti- 
cal substance, the ether. When one pauses 
to think of the immense difficulty of send- 
ing thoughts that distance, or even to the 
planets of our own solar system, one hesi- 
tates about declaring for the communica- 
tion theory. 

‘“What is coming next? Men of science 
do not know. At a dinner attended by 
scientists in Germany some years ago, one 
person asked if there was any legitimate 
problem of science to which no answer 
could ever be expected; someone suggested 
that of the composition of the stars. 
Within two years the spectroscope had 
been discovered. By means of this re- 
markable instrument the materials which 
make up the stars are as well known as 
any form of matter that comes into our 
laboratories. 

‘‘We may safely assume that chemistry 
is going to make continued and positive 
contributions to our comfort, well-being 
and health. Chemists are going to find 
remedies for most of our diseases. They 
are going to make synthetic foods, They 
are going to give breadth and horizon to 
our minds by revealing more and more of 
the properties of matter. All this, of 
course, takes us into the realm of the in- 
finitely minute, and shows us that on a 
plane as far removed as we are from the 
stars, the same order, system, and benefi- 
cence prevails. Chemistry is also going 
to demonstrate that in the midst of all the 
apparent complexity of things, there is 
underlying unity and simplicity. Chemis- 
try is going to help us explain the mechan- 
ism of life, and perhaps some day give us 
elear conceptions of the origins and con- 
clusions of things. No, it is not going to 
probe behind life. We must leave that to 
religion, 

“<T was interested to hear of a Church 
recently which proposed to add another 
social activity. A certain young person in 
that Chureh was asked if he would not be 
pleased at the innovation. He replied: 
‘What young people want today is not an- 
other social activity, but ideas.’ Men of 
science are not sure as some theologians 
and preachers of what is back of mani- 
festations in nature. Yet science is rever- 


Suddenly He appeared,—as by magic— 
from the air! 
Cleopas and friend here joined the en- 
tire ‘‘eleven: ?’— 
hearts rejoiced 
them of Heaven. 


All He 


as taught 


His resurrection acclaimed God’s pur- 
pose to save, 
Through the gift of His Son—from sin 
andthe grave; 
As disciples of His we all should sing 
praise 
For our dear Redeemer, the Ancient 
of Days. 
He is Victor of the grave—both of 
death and of life; 
We rejoice in His triumph in this mor- 
tal strife. 
He paid all our debt and hath now set 
us free; 
O let us from henceforth His true ser- 
vants be! 
‘Rejoice, again I say—Rejoice!’’ 
—F. E. A. 


We live in 


individual 


No 
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ent. lt has to be, in view of what it daily something which a sensitive soul can con- 
observes. If there is design, there must template without shuddering. 
be a Designer. a sphere of activity in which any horror is 
‘With reference to the reality of spirit, credible. To touch on reincarnation—how 
you may be able to prove you have a spir- many would be able to face without mis- 
itual body; the difficulty comes when you’ givings a life similar to the one we have 
try to prove that the spiritual body can be already passed through? 
lissociated from the physical body. Some th 
ale /eetrie eT mare <r : ‘It seems to me that our religion must 
are finding scientific proof of survival of ¢ ; 3 BS fate 
Tea) > ; od _ first and last find expression in the indi- 
death in psychie research. To me the a 
tft a pears, ; : vidual. In other words, the 
thought of annihilation is not so terrible. é ; : 
: Bhs 6s : 1, personal units must be so dominated by 
When I think of the vast multitudes who Se aNE LE ; 4 
ae : Christian principle and practice that an- 
have preceded me into the unknown, and = : , 
: : ies other World War would be impossible. 
the type one finds on going back two and Hinsovers. of paesnt tRemanOnIa tate oF 
three thousand years in history—the people ‘ Pp 


of Rome and of Babylon—I do not discover 
any particular desire to be one with them. 
Yet I can see, unless there is another life, 
that this world, so far, as Omar of old 
pointed out, is an egregious error and 
blunder, and will have a heavy account to 
settle with the Creator. Henry Adams in 
his ‘Education’ ended the book by hoping 
that the world may some day develop into 


more help to those who teach religious 
truth than that of radio activity. We 
know that all sorts of music and other 
sounds are now, potentially, here in this 
room. Why not, then, other more refined 
potential manifestations awaiting only the 
proper means of reception to make them 
evident? 


‘*A friend of mine told me recently of 
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a son of his who attended Church one Sun- 
day by himself. When he came home his 


father asked him what the minister had 
preached about. The boy replied, ‘He 
talked about Christians. He said some 
awful things about them, too. He said 


they did not live as they professed; kept 
their religion for Sunday; and sometimes 
spoke ill of their neighbors. In fact, he 
said so much I was afraid there might 
have been some Christians in_ the 
Church.’ 7? 


In the laboratory I had seen such illu- 
minated quotations as: ‘‘Here is the 
Gretna Green between Science and Busi- 
ness.’’ ‘Practice without science is a boat 
without a rudder.’’—Leonardo da Vinci. 
‘‘Practical men repeat the errors of their 
forefathers.’’—Disraeli. But that quota- 
tion which seemed to apply best was 
Thomas Huxley’s, ‘‘Science is organized 
commonsense. ’”’ 


Religion, also, brethren! 


Chiistian Education for Temperance 


The New Aspect of the Temperance Prob- 
lem 


In considering a program of temperance 
education adapted to our present situation 
we must be very clear as to the changes 
that have come about in the temperance 
problem as it confronts us today. That 
the problem is different than it was a 
generation ago goes without saying. Then 
temperance education was directed against 
the saloon, and its damning influence 
spiritually, morally, physically, industri- 
ally and politically. It was more than 
that; it was an attack upon laws that gave 
license to the saloon, not only permitting 
the saloon to carry on its nefarious busi- 
ness, but also requiring it to share its 
ill gained profits of death and despair with 
the State through the imposition of a 
government tax. 

Now all this is over. The saloon with 
its sale of intoxicating beverages is out- 
lawed, the destructive effects of alcohol 
on the body, mind, and spirit, on industry 
and government, have been established 
scientifically and quite generally accepted. 
We have secured an Amendment to the 
Consitution, and a national enactment of 
law, not perfect, but pointing the way to 
the enforcement of the national Amend- 
ment. This battle is won. And it was 
won by the past generation. The recent 
national election, if it shows anything, 
gives assurance that the Highteenth 
Amendment will probably not be expung- 
ed from the statute law of the land. Like- 
wise the present wide-spread flagrant vio- 
lations of the Volstead Act at least make 
us question whether temperance can be 
satisfactorily enforced by law. So, that 
while we must continue with our efforts 
legally to enforce the Volstead Act, prob- 
ably improving it from time to time, the 
ultimate hope of enforcement lies in se- 
curing that inner compulsion which comes 
through the conscience of the self-respect- 
ing and law-abiding individual. 

And here the Church is in its element. 
The problem of temperance education to- 
day, more than ever before, is to lay hold 
of the springs of the heart and soul. Man’s 
intellect has been set right through the edu- 
cation of the publie schools during the 
past decades; therefore, when the average 
man disobeys the laws set up against in- 
temperance today, he acts against the light 
and deliberately stultifies his soul, 

Another observation needs to be made, 
namely, that the battle for temperance is 
not over. It seems gratuitous to make 
this statement. Ten years ago the feeling 


DR. C. A. HAUSER 


was general that ‘‘John Barleycorn is 
dead. Let us thank God and turn to other 
issues.’? We have been awakened from 
that dream to discover that the fight is on, 
hotter and fiercer than ever before. It is, 
therefore, incumbent upon us to catch up 
if possible what we have lost, and enlist 
the oncoming generation for the fray in 
the new battle-line. 

The public school must be encouraged 
to continue to bring to the intellect the 
data regarding the ill effects of alcohol in 
its various bearings and to use such moral 
suasion as may be possible. The Church, 
taking up the issue at that point, must 
make its religious appeal through consei- 
ence for a Christian response to the prob- 
lem in its relation to obedience of the law 
of God and of the land. 


An Improved Method Needed 


If we properly sensed the problem as it 
confronts us today the next question to ask 
is: how shall we proceed in our new at- 
tack, as this relates itself to an effective 
program of Christian education for tem- 
perance? 

In reply to this question, first of all we 
need to convince ourselves and then in- 
form our people that just as the problem 
of temperance has assumed a new aspect, 
there is need of a new and better method 
for its solution. One may reply, an edu- 
cational method that has secured the adop- 
tion of the Highteenth Amendment and 
the enactment of the Volstead Law there- 
by gives evidence of its validity. But ex- 
perience since the enactment of the Eigh- 
teenth Amendment has taught us that this 
was an intellectual victory and not a con- 
duet victory; that it is easier to get the 
law adopted, thus securing theoretical 
sanction for its obedience, than it is actu- 
ally to get it obeyed in practice. Some 
politicians, therefore, ‘‘vote dry and live 
wet.’’? High government officials drink, de- 
fiant of the law, and Church members 
elect wet legislators. The generation that 
secured the enactment of the temperance 
laws, set youth the hip-pocket example. 
The educational method of the past, while 
it secured an intellectual victory, has not 
achieved the moral and religious victory 
presupposed by the law. What more strik- 
ing illustration than this would you have 
of the fallacy upon which most of our edu- 
cational work has rested, of the close re- 
lationship assumed to exist between theory 
and practice, between knowledge and con- 
duet? Therefore, since there is not this 
close relationship between knowledge and 
conduct, as we have thought, and as our 


temperance experience proves conclusively, 
the new educational methods must give 
greater attention to conduct through a 
practical impelling of the conscience to act 
upon the knowledge possessed. In other 
words, the inner springs of the soul of a 
man as he stands before God must be 
touched and challenged to respond to the 
Spirit of God, calling him to live his best 
self, 


What Shall the New Temperance Program 


Be for the Reformed Church? 


Since we are long on intelligence regard- 
ing temperance and short, very short, on 
behavior, let us give attention to our 
shortcomings as we face the problem. As 
one having a place of responsibility in the 
Reformed Church for helping to shape the 
temperance program and keeping it adapt- 
ed to the changing situation, I am seeking 
here to give expression to what I think 
tne Educational Staff of the Publication 
and Sunday School Board is thinking as it 
directs its thought to this problem, in 
keeping with the educational policy and 
principles underlying this Board’s work. 

The first thing that might suggest it- 
self by way of a program, is that the Pub- 
lication and Sunday School Board should 
prepare an old line graded course on Tem- 
perance to be used by the side of the regu- 
lar courses and in addition thereto and 
systematically promote its use throughout 
the denomination and let it go at that, 
thinking the problem will be solved in this 
way. Similar demands are being made for 
courses on Missions, on Stewardship, on 
Rural Work, on Social Service, ete. We 
take our stand against this approach to 
the solution of the problem because of the 
educational unsoundness underlying it and 
the emphasis on the intellect at the ex- 
pense of training in the skill of behavior 
like Christians. And when we speak of 
Christian conduct or behavior we mean 
that conduct which grows out of an intel- 
ligent faith and trust in God, as He has 
revealed Himself in Christ Jesus, and 
which requires unconditional obedience to 
Christ in all matters, that is, the seeking 
of Christian solutions to all the problems 
that go to make up human experience. 

The working out of the practical details 
of this improved method in Christian edu- 
cation is exactly what the ‘‘New Curricu- 
lum’’ of Religious Education is planned to 
do. That fifty Protestant denominations 
have leagued themselves together in this 
enterprise is the prophecy of a greater day 
for the Christian Church and a Christian 
society. So far we have only stated the 
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problem and presented it from the angle as 
one person sees it, speaking for his group. 

As this article was being prepared it in- 
cluded the detailed outline of an adapta- 
tion of this improved educational method 
to the new temperance problem facing us. 
It would consume at least as much space as 
ean be given to this article, but in sub- 
stance its major details are as follows: 

The newer method approaches the tem- 
perance problem not as a course of study, 
but a course of conduet. It considers the 
learner from the point at whch he hap- 
pens to be in his growth and experience. 
In other words, as far as interest and pur- 
posive activity is concerned, the program 
is pupil-centered. Since the educative 
growing process presupposes a steady en- 
richment of experience, from the point of 
view of supplying needs it is to a large 
degree teacher-centered. From the angle 
of supplying needed information it is ma- 
terial-centered. 

It takes into consideration the usual 
areas of human experience, agreed upon by 
sociologists, such as physical health, the 
home, school, Church, ete., in their relation 
to temperance problems arising in these 
areas. 

It discovers and lists the Christian char- 


S. S. Empress of Australia, 
Jian. 20, 1929. 
Benares, India 


Never can it be fully described, and 
once visited it can never be forgotten. 
Some of my companions, with their fresh 
memory of the ‘‘awful sights,’’ almost 
beastly degradation and foul smells, say, 
‘‘Never Again!’’ Just because it repre- 
sents the condition of a much larger num- 
ber of the human family than are to be 
found on the whole of our Western hemi- 
sphere, is it so intensely interesting to me; 
and because it magnifies so immensely the 
importance of the great human problem. 
At any rate I deem it well worth while to 
have come 1,400 miles from Bombay and 
nearly 10,000 miles from New York to see 
Benares. It is the climax, if not the anti- 
climax of our tour through India. Be- 
nares, with its 200,000 residents, is the 
most sacred shrine of the Hindu religion. 
Here come annually from every part of 
India a half million pilgrims to worship 
in their gaudy temples and to wash away 
their sins in the waters of the Ganges. 
* * * * To know Benares we should have 
a general knowledge of the Hindu religion, 
its tenets, superstitions and ceremonial 
practices. Only a few main facts will my 
limited time permit me to state. The orig- 
inal form of Hinduism is Vedism, the 
chief objects of worship being the sun, 
rain and fire. Brahmanism introduced a 
species of pantheism, the idea of a univer- 
sal which pervades everything. Later 
came the Sacred Book, until their ritual 
sacrifices and ceremonies for the use of 
the Brahman priests. These date back to 
1,000 B. C. Many intervening changes 
followed, till 300 A. D., when the Caste 
System was enforced. This divided the 
Hindus into 4 classes:—the priests, war- 
riors and tradesmen, farmers, and eom- 
mon laborers. Still later came forth the 
revelation of the original god Brahma in 
three persons: Brahma as Creator, Vishnu 
the Preserver, and Siva the Destroyer and 
Restorer. Modern Hinduism is a debased 
form of original Brahmanism. Its fanci- 
ful beliefs and revolting practices make 
credence almost impossible. This, doubtless 
makes dull reading; but a historie back- 
ground, though pbriefily sketched, is neces- 
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acter traits of faith and obedience that 
must be developed through the educational 
process so as to assure Christian responses 
in terms of conduet to all temperance situ- 
ations in all the areas of human experi- 
ence. 


It presupposes the assembling of typical 
Ways in which people in all periods of 
their Christian experience have success- 
fully responded in a Christian way to tem- 
perance situations and problems confront- 
ing them, and makes them available for 
educational use, 


It lists the instances found in the Bible 
that furnish patterns and inspiration for 
temperance behavior. 


In method it supplements audible in- 
struction and memorization with oppor- 
tunity to initiate the discussion of prob- 
lems in which the pupil is vitally inter- 
ested, and stimulates the securing of in- 
formation bearing on the problem through 
co-operative effdrts of pupils and teachers. 
It seeks to arrive at conclusions as to ways 
of solving problems, tests all solutions in 
terms of Christian truth, and develops 
Christian habits of conduct, though 
actually carrying out in action the modes 
of procedure theoretically agreed upon 
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sary in order that visitors from Western 
countries may have an intelligent compre- 
hension of what they see, hear and smell 
on the banks of the Ganges. * * * * Full 
allowance must be made for the ineseapa- 
ble filth which abounds everywhere. It ap- 
pertains necessarily to the Hindu worship- 
per, who pays homage to the cow, parrots, 
peacocks, rats and monkeys. The Monkey 
Temple is one of the most sacred places in 
Benares. Within its enclosure we saw two 
hundred monkeys clambering on the ter- 
races, the ledges, and among the trees. 
They jabberingly resented the intrusion of 
visitors, and did not even say ‘‘thank 
you’’ for their offerings of dainties, 
greedily gulped down. 

In the temple is an image of the blood- 
thristy wife of Siva. Her statue is graced 
(2) with a necklace of human skulls, her 
long tongue dripping with blood, extends 
to the middle of her waist. The blood of 
goats is daily sprinkled over her body as 
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Monkeys at Monkey Temple, Benares 


and as far as possible validated by actual 
experience. 

It presupposes guide books for teachers 
and pupils, as to the educational procedure 
involved in reaching temperance conduct 
and obedience to law. These will take the 
place of the less well adapted current 
graded courses, 

It presupposes broad publicity through 
the printed page; leaflets, the Church 
papers, source materials giving informa- 
tion, 

And in some way it must seek to popu- 
larize interest in the temperance problem 
through some equally as effective symbols 
as the white ribbon and the pledge card 
used by the past generation. 

It challenges the total leadership of the 
Church to an exchange of experience 
through the avenue of research and experi- 
mentation enterprises. 


It depends upon the Holy Spirit for guid- 
ance, and the blessing of God on every 
honest effort made to realize the prayer of 
our Lord, ‘‘Thy will be done on earth as 
it is in Heaven.’’ 

(This is the February article on Tem- 
perance provided by the Social Service 
Commission. ) 


a propitiary sacrifice. Officiating priests 
smear their faces with the blood, while 
mumbling their chants of appeasing devo- 
tion. ‘‘Whew! let us get out of this filthy, 
slimy place,’’ say some of the ever-sensi- 
tive ladies. Well, what of it? They should 
not forget that these malodorus smells are 
incense offered by the Hindu worshippers. 

Next we visit the holiest place of all in 
Benares—The Golden Temple. It is in the 
center of the city. It is in the form of a 
quadrangle, surmounted by a dome. Three 
of the towers which support the roof are 
heavily plated with pure gold. In the cen- 
ter of the quadrangle is the famous Well 
of Knowledge, wherein is supposed to 
dwell the god Siva. ‘‘Come back,’’ eries 
the guide. No unbelievers shall cross the 
threshold of the temple. We do not want 
to cross it after glancing at the floor, 
covered with the Sloppy grime caused by 
the holy water brought by the pilgrims as 
a sacred offering all the way from the 
Himalayas. * * * * These are but speei- 
mens of the loathsome places which we 
visited while on our ramblings through the 
narrow alleys, where men, women and 
children, buyers, sellers, and beggars and 
the omnipresent cow commingle animal 
filth and stench never dreamed of in our 
Western philosophy. 

Among all the abominations on earth 
none, I am fully convinced, are greater 
than the irrational beliefs and dehuman- 
izing practices which come under the name 
of religion. Still other sights in Benares 
I shall describe a few days later. 


IF I WERE THE ORGANIST 


I’d be glad to have people remember 
that worship begins with the first notes of 
the organ, especially after I had spent a 
lot of time in selecting the music and prae- 
ticing it. And I’d have a nice warm place 
in my heart for the folks who didn’t dis- 
cuss dresses, parties and the weather dur- 
ing the voluntary.—Charles A. McAlpine. 


The nations sit with cruisers piled before 
them like chips upon a table and someone 
whispers in a soft, enticing voice, ‘‘Let’s 
have just one more round and then we’ll 
all go home.’’—Heywood Broun, 
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JESUS LIVES! NO LONGER NOW 
(Memory Hymn for April) 


Jesus lives! no longer now 
Can thy terrors, death, appal us; 
Jesus lives! by this we know 
Thou, O grave, canst not enthrall us. 
Alleluia! 


Jesus lives! henceforth is death 
But the gate of life immortal; 
This shall calm our trembling breath, 
When we pass its gloomy portal. 
Alleluia! 


Jesus lives! for us He died; 

Then, alone to Jesus living, 

Pure in heart may we abide, 

Glory to our Saviour giving. 
Alleluia! 


Jesus lives! our hearts know well 
Nought from us His love shall sever; 
Life, nor death, nor powers of hell 
Tear us from His keeping ever. 
Alleluia! 


Jesus lives! to Him the throne 
Over all the world is given; 
May we go where He is gone, 
Rest and reign with Him in heaven. 
Alleluia! 


Christian F. Gellert, 1757 
Tr. by Frances E. Cox, 1841. 
Henry J. Gauntlett, 1872. 


ADVANCE NOTICE 


The General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the United States will meet in 
23rd Triennial Sessions in the First Re- 
formed Church, Indianapolis, Ind., the 
Rev. Carl G. J. Russom, pastor, on Wednes- 
day morning, May 22, A. D., 1929, opening 
with the celebration of the Holy Com- 
munion. A special 12 section drawing- 
room car for delegates will be attached 
to train No. 27 out of North Philadelphia 
at 11.57 A. M. on Tuesday, May 21st, over 
the Pennsylvania Railroad, scheduled to 
arrive at Indianapolis-at 6.35 A. M, on 
Wednesday. Additional cars for delegates, 
as needed, will be attached at Harrisburg 
and Pittsburgh. —J. Rauch Stein, 

Stated Clerk. 


DELEGATES TO GENERAL SYNOD 


All delegates to General Synod who de- 
sire entertainment during the coming ses- 
sions of General Synod in Indianapolis, 
Ind., are requested to write at once to 
the Chairman of the Committee of Enter- 
tainment of Delegates, Rev. George P. 
Kehl, 585 Middle Drive, Woodruff Place, 
Indianapolis, Ind. Kindly state whether 
you will use train, interurban, or auto. 


A WORD ABOUT THE STEWARDSHIP 
ESSAY AND POSTER CONTEST 


Considering the number of Stewardship 
Essay and Poster packets which have been 
sent out to contestants, 3,660, and from the 
reports which are reaching the Steward- 
ship Department, many more Essays have 
been written and more Posters made than 
ever before. Persons who have served as 


judges in the congregations report many ~ 


excellent Essays and have added, ‘‘Surely 
some of the Essays from our congrega- 
tion will win a denominational prize;’’ we 
have every reason to feel that the mater- 
ial submitted in this year’s contest is of 
a very high grade. The final judges will 
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find their task a difficult one, having to 
choose from Essays of almost uniform ex- 
cellence. When the Essays reach the 
Stewardship Department from the Classi- 
cal judges, each is numbered, the 
number being written on the Essay itself 
and also on the identification envelope 
which accompanies it. The envelopes are 
then detached from the Essays, and while 
they are going through the hands of the 
preliminary and _ final denominational 
judges are known only by number, or by 
the pen name of the writer. It is only 
after an Essay has definitely been chosen 
as a winner that the envelope bearing the 
same number as the Essay is opened, so 
as to find the real name and address of 
the writer. The same rules are followed 
in judging the Posters. Not until an Essay 
or a Poster has actually won a prize do 
any of the Judges or any member of the 
Stewardship Department know who wrote 
the Essay or made the Poster. 


essay 


APPEL MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP AT 
FRANKLIN AND MARSHALL 


John Drinkwater, celebrated English 
poet and dramatist, has been engaged to 
inaugurate the John W. Appel Memorial 
Lectureship at Franklin and Marshall Col- 
lege, with a series of addresses on April 
16, 17 and 18, in Hensel Hall, Dr. Henry 
H. Apple, president of the college, has an- 
nounced. 

The lectures will be open and free to 
the public, and one of them will be par- 
ticularly adapted to a popular audience. 
The lecturer is well known as the author 
of ‘‘Abraham Lineoln,’’? ‘Oliver Crom- 
well,’’ ‘‘Robert E. Lee,’’ ‘‘Mary Stuart,’’ 
and ‘‘Robert Burns,’? many volumes of 
poems and criticism and a biography of 
Byron, entitled, ‘‘A Pilgrim of Eternity.’’ 

The lectureship is designed to perpetu- 
ate the influence of the life of the late 
John W. Appel, LL.D., ’74, a leading 
lawyer of Lancaster, who was the first 
honor man of his class, and who died April 
26, 1928. He was a brother of Dr. Apple, 
the present head of the institution. The 
lectures are to stimulate scholarship and 
effort, and to afford opportunity for con- 
ference of the lecturer with students. In 
the ease of the first lecture, it also will 
cement the ties between the United States 
and the old country. 

Four sons of the late John W. Appel 
have provided this memorial lectureship. 
They are all alumni of F. and M.: T. Rob- 
erts Appel, Esq., ’01, prominent lawyer of 
Lancaster, Pa.; John W. Appel, Jr., 705, 
head of the merchandising department, 
John Wanamaker, New York City; Rich- 
ard G. Appel, ’08, well-known musician, 
Cambridge, Mass.; and Kenneth E. Appel, 
M. D., 715, physician, Phila., Pa. 


CHANGES FROM THE ALMANAC IN 
THE ANNUAL CLASSICAL MEETINGS 


East Pennsylvania—May 6th. 

East Susquehanna—June 3rd. 
a North Ohio—May 6th—(First) Fostoria, 

hio. 

Portland-Oregon—May 23rd (?) (Have 
written for change). 

Eureka—May 8th. 

Central Hungarian—April 16th. 

Western Hungarian—April 22nd. 

Heidelberg—June 4th, 

Wichita—March 23rd—Cheney, Kansas 
(Trinity). 

Indianapolis—June 10th. 

North Carolina—May 6. 


Rey. George Nace, enroute to Japan, 
spent Sunday, March 10, with Superin- 
tendent E. F. Evemeyer in Los Angeles. 
He preached for our Japanese brethren 
and paid a visit to our First Church. 

The Phila. Branch of the Cedar Crest 
College Club was entertained by Mrs. 
Howard Heckler, Mrs. John Frick, and 
Mrs. G. H. Spotts at Cafe Wismer, Lans- 
dale, Pa., on March 5. 24 members 
were present and all had a very enjoy- 
able time. 

In Trinity Church, Canton, O., Rev. Dr. 
Henry N. Kerst, pastor, at the mid-week 
Lenten meeting on March 13 Rev. Dr, I. 
EK. Runk, pastor of the First United Breth- 
ren Church, preached the sermon. The 
goals for Easter Day have been set at 
1,000 in attendance and $1,500 as the Len- 
ten self-denial offering. 

The Sacred Recital given by the pupils 
of Mrs. Elizabeth Good Flaig, of York, 
Pa., in St. Paul’s Church, Shrewsbury, Pa., 
Rev. C. M. Mitzell, pastor, was greatly ap- 
preciated and enjoyed by the 350 persons 
present. Delightful selections were rend- 
ered by Misses Miriam Little, Louise King, 
Einsig, Violet Mitzell, and Mrs. Flaig, and 
Messrs. George Zech and Percy Einsig. 

Christ Church, of the Jefferson, Pa., 
Charge, Rev. Paul D. Yoder, pastor, has 
paid in full the $4,000 for the Moller pipe 
organ which was installed 2 years ago. 
The pastor will speak to the Senior and 
Middler Classes in the Theological Semi- 
nary, Lancaster, on April 18, on some 
phase of the rural pastor’s work, 


The very artistic Lenten leaflet of St. 
Stephen’s Church, Perkasie, Pa., Rev. 
Howard Obold, pastor, contains a message 
from the pastor, and the program of Holy 
Week. Services will be held Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Good Friday. 
The morning sermon on March 10 was 
preached by Rev. Wayne H. Bowers, for 
the past 15 years Superintendent of Mis- 
sions in Spain. 


The annual banquet of the Ursinus 
College Association of Philadelphia will 
be held on Friday evening, April 5, at 
the Adelphia Hotel. It is customary for 
friends of the college, as well as grad- 
uates and former students, to attend 
this banquet. Make your reservation 
at once by writing to Mayne R..Long- 
streth, Esq., ’89, Secretary and Treas- 
urer, 1420 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


In the Wilson Ave. Church, Colum- 
bus, O., Rev. E. Bruce Jacobs, pastor, 
the theme of the Lenten Sunday morn- 
ing sermons has been on “The Reality 
of God’’; and Sunday evenings, on ‘“The 
Church.” Services will be held on Wed- 
nesday, Thursday and Friday of Holy 
Week with sermons on the theme, “The 
Cross.’’ . A Sunrise Prayer Service will 
be held Easter Day. In the evening, 
the cantata, ‘““From Death Unto Life,” 
will be presented by an enlarged choir. 


The Editor has found much joy in a 
book entitled ‘‘Fiery Grains’’ by H. R. L. 
Sheppard and H. P. Marshall (Longmans, 
Green and Co., 282 pp., $1.50). It is a 
collection of thoughts and sayings for vari- 
ous occasions in life—all the way from 
‘(talking humbug’’ to ‘‘arguing about re- 
ligion.’’ There are not a few literary 
treasures here which will help you over 
trying days with their doubts and haunt- 
ing despair. It would be appreciated in 
any home where folks are able to think. 


- First Church, Pitcairn, Pa., held a 
very delightful reception of welcome to 
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Rev. Howard F. Loch. A well planned 
program was given. It consisted of mu- 
sic by the sextet, a recitation, duet, 
reading, solo, an address by Rev. Mr. 
Steininger, the representative of the lo- 
cal ministerium, and the address of wel- 
come by Ivan Weaver, the Superinten- 
dent of the Sunday School, who had 
charge of the program. A social hour 
followed, and refreshments were served. 

In Christ Church, Altoona, Pa., Rey. 
C. D. Rockel, pastor, the Wednesday 
evening Lenten services have been very 
well attended. There will be 4 Com- 
munion services, one on Good Friday 
evening, at 8 and 11 o’clock Easter 
morning and at 7.30 Easter evening. 
The Ministerium is co-operating in 
the Noon-day Lenten services held 
in Christ Church. The members have 
been challenged to give 5% of their 
entire income to the Lenten offering this 
year. 

In the Kreutz Creek, Pa., Charge, 
Rev. Walter E. Garrett, pastor, the gen- 
eral theme of the Lenten services is 
“Our Glorious Salvation.’’ Special ser- 
vices will be held at Trinity Church 
during Passion Week. The 7th Volume 
of the Directory of the Charge has been 
issued. Besides interesting pictures, it 
contains the history of the Charge, a 
list of the deceased persons during the 
present pastorate, red-letter dates for 
1929, data concerning the organizations 
of each Church,.and the name and ad- 
dress of every member. 

Every family in the Stone Creek, O., 
Charge, Rev. H. N. Smith, pastor, received 
a eopy of ‘The Fellowship of Prayer’’ 
and a self-denial envelope. It is hoped in 
this way to increase the benevolent con- 
tributions over former years. Zion §S, 8. 
at Stone Creek, has purchased 100 copies 
of the new Hymnals, ‘‘Service of Praise.’’ 
An orchestra of 15 members has been or- 
ganized to help introduce the new Hymnal 
and, at the same time, keep the youth in- 
terested in the Church. 


The Rey. Paul W. Yoh, of Heidelberg 
Church, Phila., expects to begin his new 
work in St. John’s, Milton, Pa., after 
Easter. 

The sentiment by Dr. Robert E. Speer on 
the cover page of this issue is only one of 
many most helpful and stimulating expres- 
sions of faith on immortality which is to 
be found in the new book from which it 
has been taken. It is the sort of book one 
appreciates not only at Easter time, but at 
all seasons as one faces the inevitableness 
of human destiny. 

In St. Mark’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., 
Rey. J. Grant Walter, pastor, the Wednes- 
day evening Lenten services have been 
well attended and proved to be very help- 
ful. The $200 balance on the Appropria- 
tion will probably be contributed on Easter 
Sunday. On Feb. 7 the ladies of the con- 
gregation were invited to a dinner given 
by the Men’s Club. Short talks were 
given by R. E. Zimmerman, H. I. Laneas- 
ter, Mrs. H. W. Kurtz, Mrs. Edwin Johns- 
ton, S. L. Allen, Rev. Mr. Walter, W. F. 
Lazaro. 

Confirmation will be held Palm Sunday 
in First Church, Carlisle, Pa., Rev. R. E. 
Leinbach, pastor. With the exception of 
Saturday, services will be held each even- 
ing of Holy Week. The Men’s Class has 
been making good its challenge to have as 
many present at the combined attendance 
of the Adult Bible Class and the Women’s 
Bible Class. The Men’s Class is holding 
a banquet on the evening of the 21st. The 
Women’s Class cleared over $125 on an 
Oyster Supper recently held. Another $100 
bond has been lifted from the Church debt 
by the Mite Society. 

In Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., 
Rey. L. G. Beers, pastor, public examina- 
tion of the Confirmation Class will be made 
on Friday evening, Mar. 22. Confirmation 
will take place on Palm Sunday. Passion 


Week services will be held each evening 
With the exception of Friday and Saturday 
evenings. A vigil service on Good Friday 
will be held from 12 noon until 3 o’clock. 
At the vesper service at 7.15 o’clock, Eas- 
ter Day, a choir of 35 voices will render 
the cantata, ‘*‘The Dawn of Easter,’’ un 
der the direction of Mrs. Frank Shingler. 

St. Luke’s Church, Phila., Rev. Max 
C. Rost, pastor, dedicated a set of Dea- 
gan Chimes on March 14, in honor of 
Rev. M. F. Dumstey, pastor emeritus, 
for his long and faithful service in that 
congregation, at the same time celebrat- 
ing the 50th year of his ordination. Rev. 
Hilko deBeer, pastor of the German 
Zion Presbyterian Church, preached the 
sermon on “Looking Unto Jesus.” Rev. 
Mr. Meichner of the Emanuel Church 
read the Scripture. The many personal 
friends of Rev. Mr. Dumstrey had come 
from near and far, crowding the Church 
auditorium. A class of 17 will be con- 
firmed on Palm Sunday. 

Bethany Tabernacle, Phila., Pa., Rev. 
‘Arthur Y. Holter, pastor, will hold a 
Candlelight Cross Service on Good Fri- 
day evening. The pastor exchanged 
pulpits with Dr. A. -C. Peters, of St. 
Andrew’s Church, on March 138, and is 
preaching in Grace Church on the 21st. 
4 new members have been received since 
Jan. 1. Confirmation on Palm Sunday 
morning and Holy Communion on Eas- 
ter Sunday. 27 attended the February 
meeting of the Men’s Bible Class; 10 
men signified their intention of going 
to the National Federation of Men’s 
Bible Classes to be held in Baltimore 
on May 4 and 5. 


Rev. and Mrs. J. H. String were recent- 
ly given a very happy surprise reception 
by the people of St. Peter’s Church, Zelie- 
nople, Pa., crowding into the parsonage 
and having an evening of amusements and 
refreshments. And as it was Dr. String’s 
birthday, he was presented with a large 
upholstered fiber rocking chair. Dr. String 
recently gave travelogues on ‘‘Zion Na- 
tional Park and the Grand Canyon’’ on 
Sunday evenings, in Zion Church, and also 
before the Chamber of Commerce at Evans 
City, using magnificent stereopticon views 
kindly loaned by the Union Pacific Rail- 
way. Dr. String has also given his travel 
talks before the Zelienople Rotary Club, 
the Odd Fellows Lodge, the Dunbar School 
Community Association, the Evans City 
Presbyterian Church and St. Paul’s 
Reformed Church, Butler. 


Rev. R. S. Weiler, pastor of Grace 
Church, Allentown, Pa., included in ‘‘ Grace 
News’’ for March, a most helpful Easter 
message. Confirmation will take place 
Palm Sunday in the morning, and in the 
evening a reunion of the catechumens will 
be held. During Holy Week services will 
be held each evening with the exception 
of Monday and Saturday. A Dawn Com- 
munion service will be held Easter Day. 
During February the average attendance 
for the morning service was 110, and the 
average for the evening service was 225. 
A Visitation Evangelism campaign was 
held during the week of Feb. 25. Rev. H. 
B. Kerschner, Philadelphia, made a splen- 
did address to the workers on the first 
night of the week. The Lenten offering 
will be devoted to the improvement fund. 
Nearly 40 members attended the February 
meeting of the Brotherhood of Andrew 
and Philip, and enjoyed the interesting 
and helpful talk of L. C. Josephs, Jr.; 5 
new members were added. 


On March 10 and 11, our Church at 
Bridgeport, Conn., observed the 60th an- 
niversary of its founding. Prof. Philip 
Vollmer, Palmyra, N. J., preached in Eng- 
lish and German, and the pastor of the 
Church, Rev. H. G. Wiemer, gave a sketch 
of the history of the congregation. On 
Monday night the various organizations 
celebrated the occasion; Rey. Rudolph O. 
Cstalos, of Milltown, N. J., a son of the 
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Reproductions of the World's Great 
Paintings. Size 5/2 x 8. Postpaid 
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Send 50 cents for 25 on the life of 
Christ or 25 Art Subjects or 25 for 
Children. Send 15 cents in coin or 
stamps for Catalogue of 1600 minia- 
ture illustrations. 
THE PERRY PICTURES CO. 

Box 8S 67 Malden, Mass. 
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congregation, preached, and Dr. Volimer 
gave an address, after which refreshments 
were served. The attendance was exeel- 
lent, the Church was tastefully decorated 
and the organist and choir contributed 
largely to the’ solemn'ty of the occasion. 
Rev. C. Brunner served this Church for 
40 years and Rev, Mr. Wiemer has been 
pastor for 20 years. Under his adminis- 
tration the Church and parsonage were 
remodeled at the cost of nearly $12,000. 
The Mayor of this city is a member of 
this Chureh. 

First Church, Sandusky, O., Rev. V. 
J. Tingler, pastor, on March 3, observed 
the 4th anniversary of the dedication of 
their new Church. Prof. H. L. Beam, 
D. D., Tiffin, O., was the guest speaker. 
His inspiring and opportune message , 
was greatly enjoyed. The offering, un- 
solicited as it was, amounted to $2350. 
On Wednesday, March 13, a father and 
son banquet was enjoyed by the men. 
The attendance was fine. Chaplain H. 
MacLane, of the Ohio Soldiers’ and 
Sailors’ Honie, delivered a very approp- 
riate address and Rev. and Mrs. C. Has- 
sel delighted all with the playing of a 
number of melodies, new and old. The 
Lenten services are better attended than 
ever and gain in popularity from week 
to week, A number of Sandusky 
Churches will unite again for a 3-hour 
Good Friday service. Last year over 
2000 persons participated in this unique 
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celebration. This year, we are sure, we 
will go over the 2500 mark. The pas- 
tor is again the chairman of the com- 
mittee that arranges for this great and 
observance of Good Friday. 


solemn 

Dr. George W. Richards was present in 
St. Stephen’s Church, York, Pa., Rev. 
Howard F. Boyer, pastor, and addressed 
the Reformed Ministerial Association of 
York and York County at their monthly 
meeting on March 4th at 2 P. M. An in- 
vitation was also extended to the Gettys- 
burg Classis and the United Brethren Min- 
isterial Association of York and York 


County together with representative lay- 
men from all the congregations represent- 


ed. Dr. Richards presented the ‘‘Plan of 
Union’? in a very effective way. Many 
expressed their hearty approval of the 


whole plan of union, 
was the first of its kind, proved to be a 
great success. To form a united Church 
men must not only advance the same cause, 
but they must learn to live and think to- 
gether, ; Meetings of this nature will make 
union a certainty. 

The ministers of. the Western Section of 
the North Carolina Classis met on March 
11, 1929, at the home of Rev. C. C. Wagon- 
er, of Newton. The meeting was opened 
by devotions conducted by Rev. Geo. Long- 
aker, of Hickory, who read Luke 11:14 to 
26. Rev. William F, DeLong, of Phila., 
Pa., led in the opening prayer. The sermon 
outline of the month presented by Rev. 
Dr. Longaker was on the theme, ‘‘Con- 
ditions of Discipleship.’’ A+» book review 
was given by Rev. W. C. Lyerly on ‘‘Con- 
fusion of Tongues,’’ by Charles W. Furge- 
son, The ministers were glad to have with 
them Rev. James M. Mullan and Rey. Will- 
iam F. DeLong, D.D., representative of the 
Home Mission Board. After the close of 
the business session, supper was served by 
the women of Grace congregation in New- 
ton. This was followed by a public meet- 
ing in which the cause of Home Missions 
was well presented by these visitors from 
Philadelphia. 

At the end of February, North Dakota 
Classis stood at the top of the list of 
Classes in payments of Apportionments to 
the 2 Mission Boards, having paid 49% to 
the Board of Foreign Missions, and 88% 
to the Board of Home Missions. This is 
perhaps the more remarkable considering 
that the standing of this Classis at the 
end of January was 53rd in the list of 60 
Classes. Last year North Dakota closed 
her Classical year on May 31st with only 
34% of her Foreign Missions and 43 
of her Home Missions Apportionments 
paid. Her payments for the Classical 
year ending May, 1927, were 31% for For- 
eign Missions and 50% for Home Missions 
on Apportionments, giving her 42nd place 
in the list. Certainly her present standing 
at the head of the list is commendable 
from every point of view. It is now only 
a step to the enviable position of ‘‘Appor- 
tionments paid in full.’? North Dakota is 
to be congratulated on her progress so far, 
and earnestly encouraged to press on to 
the goal. 


Memorial Church, York, Pa., Rev. Dr. 
Edward O. Keén, pastor, is one of the 
12 cooperating Churches of York pro- 
moting the series of Lenten meetings 
March 18-22. Dr. George W. Richards, 
president of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster, was the preacher on Monday; 
Dr. Frank Du Moulin, of Philadelphia, 
preached Tuesday: Dr. Albert H. Bal- 
dinger, Butler, Pa., on Wednesday; Dr. 
Harvey D. Hoover, Gettysburg, Pa., on 
Thursday; and Dr. Robert Bagnell will 
preach Friday. These services are held 
at noon in Trinity Reformed Church, 
Dr. S. H. Stein, pastor. Dr. DuMoulin 
preached at the service held Tuesday 
evening, and Dr.. Hoover will deliver 
the sermon on Thursday evening. Con- 
tinenta! Chapter, Order of DeMolay, 
held a Devotional Day Service in Me- 


This meeting, which 


morial Church on March 17, at which 
the sermon was preached by Dr. Keen. 
The opening ceremony was in charge of 
the Master Councillor, Ivan W. Parr, Jr. 


A Standard Leadership Training School 
was held in the First Chureh, Salisbury, 
N. C., from March 4-15, in co-operation 
with a number of the other congregations 
of this section of the Classis. 31 students 
were enrolled from 6 different congrega- 
tions, and of this number 26 finished the 
work and received credit at the closing 
period on Friday night, March 15. The 
School was aceredited by the International 
Couneil of Religious Edueation, which is 
the highest rating a School can receive. 
The dean and instructors were also com- 
missioned by the International Couneil. 
Professor John W. Myers, of Catawba Col- 
lege, served as Director of the School, and 
also taught the course on ‘‘The Prinei- 
ples of Teaching;’’ Rev. Banks J. Peeler, 
of Salisbury, taught the course on ‘‘The 
Teaching Work of the Church,’’? and Rev. 
Lee A. Peeler, of Kannapolis, taught the 
course on ‘‘The New Testament.’’ Miss 
Myrtle Corriher, of China Grove, was the 
Registrar, and Miss Elizabeth Fisher, of 
Salisbury, had charge of the text books. 
The School met from 7.30 to 9.30 on Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday for 2 weeks. 
Those receiving credit were required to at- 
tend at least 5 of the 6 nights. The 
School was very enthusiastically received 
and tentative plans were made for a larger 
one in Salisbury next year. The credits 
going to the various congregations are as 
follows: Christian Lutheran Chureh, 1; 
Mt. Zion Reformed, China Grove, 2; First 
Reformed, Kannapolis, 6; and the First 
Reformed, Salisbury, 17. 


The many friends of Dr. Sefellen E. 
Stofflet, pastor of Emmanuel’s Church, 
Hazleton, Pa., will be grieved to learn 
that after he was taken to the State 
Hospital on March 6, suffering from a 
diabetic trouble, it was found necessary 
on Friday morning, March 15, to am- 
putate his right leg above the knee, due 
to a gangrenous condition. We are 
happy to say that the last report we 
had, on Saturday morning, gave his 
condition as favorable as could be ex- 
pected. The sympathy of a host of 
friends is with this faithful brother who 
has rendered such a good account of 
his stewardship for many years. ‘At 
the regular meeting of the Consistory 
of Emmanuel’s Church on March 5, Dr. 
Stofflet gave notice to the officers that 
he would ask to be relieved from the 
pastorate at the end of his ministerial 
year, which falls on June 30, when he 
will have completed 34 years as pastor 
of the congregation, and which is also 
the 40th anniversary of his ordination 
to the ministry. Dr. Stofflet has been 
contemplating this move for several 
years owing to increased responsibility, 
and to preserve his health it has become 
imperative to give up the larger work 
as pastor of the Church. Beside his 
pastorate, Dr. Stofflet holds the follow- 
ing positions in Wyoming Classis: treas- 
urer; secretary of the Board of Trus- 
tees; chairman of the social service and 
jrural work committee; commissioner 
of the Reformed interest at Fayette, N. 
Y.; chairman of the beneficiary com- 
mittee; member of the missionary and 
stewardship committee. In the Eastern 
Synod he is a member of the Board of 
Visitors of the Theological Seminary, 
Lancaster; a member of the Board of 
Education; and is a delegate to General 
Synod. Dr. Stofflett is also pastor of 
St. John’s Church, Milnesville. 


The following interesting letter has 
been received from Rey. A. H. Schmeus- 
zer, of Kansas City, Mo.: ‘‘A short time 
ago Mr. Dixon, the Superintendent of 
our Young People’s Department and 
President of our Senior Christian En- 
deavor Society, used this column to in- 


MESS EN GER 


Marcu 21, 1929 


The Youth 
of Today 


A Series of 
Vital Interest 


EARN about youth’s 
activities and ac- 
complishments from 
Walter W. Van Kirk, a 
well-known writer and 
lecturer, who has ex- 
tensively studied the 
Youth Movement both 
in the United States 
and Europe. 


He has prepared a 
series of 26 articles, 
which will be publish- 
ed daily, beginning 
April 1, presenting an 
interesting survey of 
youth’s achievements 
in education, industry, 
prohibition and many 
other lines of endeavor. 


Read about them in 


The Christian 


Science Monitor 


An International Daily Newspaper 


Published by 
THE CHRISTIAN 
SCIENCE PUBLISHING SOCIETY 


Boston, Massachusetts 


Back Issues Available 


vite all of the young people of the Re-. 


formed Church to the great internation- 


al C. E. convention, which will be held 
in Kansas City July 3rd to 8th, inclu- 
sive. Extensive preparations are being 
made to handle this great convention 
and we anticipate at least 500 delegates 
from the Reformed Churches of our 
country. Our own Christian Endeavor 
Society is wide awake and we are con- 
vinced that all delegates coming to Kan- 
sas City will not need to apologize for 
belonging to the Reformed Church, nor 
will they need to explain that there is 
life and vivacity within the Reformed 
Church. Our City is well aware of that 
fact. .Our Society has taken the No. 1 
banner for registrations and ‘will head 
the Kansas City division in the great 
4th of July parade. At the last monthly 
rally of the C. E. Union, our Society won 
the percentage banner for attendance 
and incidentally won to keep it, for this 
is the third time this year that we have 
taken the percentage banner. We also 
took the No. 1 banner for the largest 
attendance, having the largest number 
of people at the meeting, with 65 pre- 
sent. Mr. Dixon, the President of our 
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Society, is a City Union Officer and also 
directs the song service at all of the 
monthly rallies. The pastor is this year 
serving as Pastor Counsellor of the 
City Union. The entire City is aware 
of the fact that St. Paul’s Reformed is 
a working Christian Endeavor. Until 
recently, St. Paul’s was unable to hold 
evening services because of lack of at- 
tendance, but this past winter our eve- 
ning services have proven a success be- 
cause of the activity of our C. EB. So- 
ciety. Not only do they furnish a robed 
choir for the evening service, but they 
have charge of the opening exercises. 
They also form the greater part of the 


robed morning choir, and enthusiasm in 
our evening service has brought our at- 
tendance from the usual 35 to an aver- 
age for the last four weeks of 100 pre- 
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sent. They have also stimulated our 
morning service and our S. S. attend- 
ance. Last week, we passed the coveted 
goal of 200 present at Sunday School. 
Our boys’ and girls’ choir is also adding 
interest to our evening service. March 
10 was Every-Member Canvass Day, and, 
using Dr. Dowey’s plan, $4400 was 
raised in our morning service, with 
$1510 paid in advance for 1929 and 
1930 activities. We have yet $700 to 
go to subscribe our budget, but feel 
that it will be fully subscribed. Easter 
the second Confirmation class of this 
Church will be received into the Church, 
consisting of 2 girls and 6 boys. In 
this group to be confirmed, only one 
family of the Church is represented. 
We are anticipating a larger Easter 
gathering. At the evening service on 
Easter, our choir will render the Cant- 


ata, ‘Resurrection.’ On April 7, our 
evening services will be held 58 miles 
from home in Rey. Mr. Bloom’s Church 
at St. Joseph, where the choir will again 
render the Cantata ‘Resurrection.’ April 
28 has been set as D. V. B. S. Day in 
our Church, and at the Sunday School 
and Morning Church Services, the of- 
fering will be devoted to D. V. B. S. 
work. The pastor is this year serving 
as Secretary for the D. V. B. S. Associa- 
tion of the City. It was with deep re- 
gret that we were forced to dispense 
with the services of our Deaconess, Miss 
Brooks, in December, because of. ill 
health. May we again urge you to con- 
sider the Christian Endeavor convention 
in Kansas City, Missouri, as the place 
where you will spend your summer va- 
cation. ‘Meet the youth of America in 
the heart of ‘America.’ ”’ 


Roman Priests and Friendliness 


A symptom does not indicate an aggra- 
vated condition. One Roman priest who 
shakes hands ‘‘across the fence’’? with a 
Protestant minister does not indicate that 
within a few years the arms of Protestant 
ministers will be made lame by shaking 
hands with the Roman clergy. 

As there is a vast difference in the spirit 


-of Protestant ministers, so is there a vast 


difference in the spirit of Roman priests. 
There are some narrow, bigoted, intolerant 
priests and there are some broad, liberal, 
friendly priests, and the same can be said 
of some of the Protestant ministry. The 
spirit depends largely on the nationality 
of the priest and the school in which he 
was trained. 

The writer has a priest friend—an 
Irishman—who is cordial, generous and 
popular. The other priests in the city are 
scarcely known outside of their parishes. 
One day the writer met in an office the 
young assistant priest of one of these ex- 


-clusive priests. He was introduced to the 


young priest and was received in a cordial 
manner, but during the conversation men- 
tion was made that the writer was a min- 
ister. The attitude of the young priest 
changed instantly. He said something 
about his ear being improperly parked 
and that he would have to leave, and he 
did as if he had been face to face with 


‘Satan himself. A glance out of the win- 


dow showed that his car was not improp- 


By “Now and Then” 


erly parked. 

Last summer a group of Protestant chil- 
dren were playing on the pavement with 
several Roman children. Another group of 
Roman children passed and they shouted to 
their Roman associates, ‘‘We’re going to 
tell the Sister; you’re playing with Pro- 
testant children.’’ Were these little tale- 
bearers living up to their teaching? They 
certainly were. 

One of the writer’s best friends was a 
very prominent Roman citizen, and on one 
occasion he praised him highly to another 
Roman citizen, and this citizen replied, 
“«Yes, he is a very fine man, but he is not 
a good Roman; he ‘mixes up’ too much 
with Protestants.’’ 

We fear these instances tell the whole 
story. Friendliness toward Protestants on 
the part of Roman parents depends upon 
the spirit and training of the priests, and 
when friendliness is displayed most Pro- 
testant ministers will gladly reciprocate. 
There are many Roman laymen who are 
wholly out of sympathy with the attitude 
of the Roman Church toward Protestants 
and Protestantism, and, judging from some 
recent literature, there are a few priests 
who are in sympathy with their laymen. 

It may seem like a prophecy emaniating 
from a demented mind, but if the Roman 
hierarchy, in the years to come, does not 
permit the American Roman priesthood to 
assume an attitude toward, and fellowship 


with American Protestantism different 
from that now existing, there will be a 
Reformation in the Roman Church in 
America. 

P. S. Since writing the above the follow- 
ing news item has appeared which shows 
that the Pope does take quite an active 
mterest in deciding with whom Roman 
priests shall or shall not ‘‘shake hands 
across the Fence.’’ 


Opposition to Rotary is Withdrawn by 
Vatican 


Vatican City, Feb. 19.—It was learned 
in vatican circles today that opposition to 
the principles of ‘‘Rotary’’ has been with- 
drawn by the Church authorities. 


The decision was reached after repre- 
sentations by I. D. Sutton, of Tampico, 
Mexico, president of Rotary International, 
In numerous consultations with ecclesias- 
tics. Sutton arrived in Rome, February 15. 


Previously the consistoral congregation 
handed down an opinion that Catholic 
clergymen would not be allowed to belong 
to Rotary clubs. Not long before that Ob- 
servatore Romano decried the ‘‘negative’’ 
attitude of otary as regards religion. 
Surely American priests should feel happy 
now that the Papal monitors have revised 
their judgment they need no longer fear 
some priest shouting at them: ‘‘We’re 
going to tell the Pope; you’re playing 
with Rotarian children.’’ 


ce  * 


“FROM A FATHER TO HIS SONS AND 


DAUGHTER IN COLLEGE — ARE 
; CHURCH. AND CHAPEL 
WORTH WHILE? 


(Anonymous for reasons which may be 
obvious) 


1. Would you wish to have your college 


abolish its place and times of worship and 


have no religious interests? Do you desire 
it to be purely materialistic and to dis- 
parage or ignore those fundamental prin- 
ciples of thought and feeling which hu- 
manity has ever regarded as essential to 
character and life in the highest sense? 

If not, how about your attitude in prac- 
tice? 

2. Is it your judgment that classes and 
extra curriculum activities will give you 
a well rounded character and life, without 


‘any times or oceasions and influences for 


cultivating your finer emotions? 

3. Is it not helpful for us to pause at 
times, for reflection, the searching of con- 
science and to let our hearts be touched? 

4. Do you want to live in a universe 
that is without meaning, that has no place 
in it for a divine mind and will and love 
that guides the moral and spiritual life 


-of mankind: whose jaunty motto is ‘‘ Eat, 


drink and be merry?’’ 


5. As you need teachers to guide you 
in mathematies and coaches to instruct 
you in athletics, have you no need of the 
guidance of teachers for character, who 
will recall you to conscience and high 
ideals of thought and life, from time to 
time? 

6. You are able to sit often for several 
hours at theatre and movies; is one Sun- 
day hour out of 168 hours of the week or 
20 minutes each day out of 1440 minutes 
an exorbitant time of restraint in which 
to think, into your heart and life and to 
compose your mind? 2 

7. Is the explanation that you need this 
time for study or sleep an honest reason 
or a plausible excuse? Indeed, might not 
these quiet occasions be a relief that 
would rest and help in your studies? 

8. Are you so much freer from tempta- 
tion and the tendency to evil than your 
father and mother, who feel the constant 
need of divine help? 


9. Is your complaint that the preachers 
are ‘‘not interesting’’ (I admit it is too 
often true) much more than another manu- 
factured alibi and do you always go when 
they are interesting? Is the fault always 
with them or is it in part because of some- 


thing you have not acquired; because you 
have not cultivated the spirit of reverence 
and the sense of worship? 

10. Are you forming habits of neglect 
which you would want your children to 
inherit and would you want your mother 
and father to be like the people of those 
habits in our community? 


If you have had a happy home, it is 
largely due to the constant seeking of 
your father and mother for light and 
leading, for a strength and wisdom be- 
yond their own and the cultivation of the 
sense of reverence for home, for marriage 
and for childhood. While your father and 
mother have not sought to make fixed 
rules for you, would it be more than simple 
gratitude and appreciation, if you were to 
give some consideration to their judgment 
and wishes in a decision of this nature? 


And do you owe it to the college that is 
doing so much for you to sustain it in its 
entire ministry to character, including re- 
ligion? 

If you were in trouble, you would go to 
religious teachers for help. Ought you 
not to encourage them by your presence? 

I am sending you a little book of which 
you have seen the covers. It is dedicated 
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‘mv mothe Perhaps you will read done. If they had a few “‘helpful’’ 
} first two chapters some time. They achievements to their credit, it would go 
were written out of experience. a long way toward backing up their track. 
This is not a mere pious exhortation. I Let them transform a few thousand blast- 
am not discussing ‘‘Buchmanism’’ or any ed lives, as the Church has been doing all 
other ‘‘ism.’? It has little or nothing to along; let them gain a reputation for com- 
do with the ereeds of intellectual processes, forting the bereaved and the dying; let 
At the same time, I might ask if you them send a few of their choice represen- 
will be really educated unless you find tatives to burn out their lives in Africa 
your way into a morally and spiritually in- and China or some other non-Christian land 
telligible universe.) It has to do with for the saving of benighted natives from 


plain, simple life and experience, that they 
may not be and without meaning 

that they may be rich and happy, as 
your mother’s and mine have been for now 
25 years, in whieh our life has come more 


barren 


and more to be lived in you and in the 
constant thought of you. And of course I 
know what you will say—‘‘I hadn’t 


thought of it in this way.’’ 
Tennyson gave us a good college motto: 


‘<Let, knowledge grow from more to more 
And more of reverence in us dwell 
That heart and mind according well 
May make one music as before 
But-vaster?? i...) - 


LET THEM PROVE IT 


An atheist, in an article in the ‘‘ World’s 
Work,’? says: ‘‘There is no single helpful 
thing that the Church does that a body of 
Freethinkers cannot do.’’ Perhaps so, but 
+he trouble with the Freethinkers is that 
their ‘‘helpful’’? things are all yet to be 


ignorance and wretchedness; let them sup- 
ply a few orphanages and hospitals and 
other institutions of merey and charity; 
let them build temples where the people 
may go and find spiritual refreshment, en- 
couragement for their life struggles, in- 
spirations for their tasks, and healing for 
their souls—let them actually do a few of 
the things the Chureh is doing, and we will 
be more willing to listen to what they have 
to say.—Telescope. 


ATTENTION, LADIES! 


Minister: ‘‘I wish to announce that on 
Wednesday evening the Ladies’ Aid will 
This is a chance for 
all the ladies of the congregation to get 


have a rummage sale. 


is not worth keeping, 
Don’t 


rid of anything that 
but is too good to be thrown away. 
forget to bring your husbands.’’ 


From °° Tit-Bits’”) 
) 


A LETTER FROM THE CHRISTIAN 
SCIENTISTS 

To the Editor of the 

‘*Reformed Church Messenger,’’ 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

In view of the editorial comment under 
the topic ‘‘Unfair Tactics’’ in your issue 
of March 7, regarding the cancellation of 
a proposed radio address, will you kindly 
give space to the following statement 
issued by the Board of Directors of The 
First Church of Christ, Scientist, in Bos- 
ton, Massachusetts, known as The Mother 
Chureh, appearing in the Mareh, 1929, 
number of ‘‘The Christian Science Jour- 
nal’? and in the ‘‘Christian Science Senti- 
nel’’ of January 26, 1929, and which is 
directly applicable: 

A Statement By the Directors 

Because of aggressive propaganda, ap- 
parently circulated to discredit Mrs. Eddy 
and to induce belief that she abandoned 
her own teaching, ‘‘Only through radical 
reliance on Truth can scientifie healing 
power be realized’? (Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures, p. 167), we 
deem it timely to make the following state- 
ment. 

As we are informed, Mrs. Eddy did not, 
at any time after 1866, believe in the use 
of any drug as a curative agent in connee- 
tion with the practice of Christian Seienee. 
Nor did she, at any time after she became 
a Christian Scientist, either use a drug or 
allow one to be used for her, except as she 


One hour left till dawn! 
Then ‘‘over the top’’— 
So the order read. 


Three soldiers sat together, 
Sat thinking of the morrow 
When sky would flash and flame, 
Would cover all things lovely 
With seenes of agony 

And ugly frightfulness. 


Said one: ‘‘What foolishness 

To think there is a God! 

This earth we walk, in truth 

Is plaything of those mightier; 
Suns, moons and stars unseen 
Are more than those we number. 
A helpless man am I 

Upon a helpless whirling sphere! 
Duplicity is everywhere 
Awaiting time and chance 

To press its selfish strength 

With all the might it holds. 
Love is a misnomer 

For lust that beastly reigns; 
And all the talk of brotherhood - 
Dies on the lips of brothers slain. 
This body is a frail, weak toy; 
This brain, a reservoir 

Of disillusionment and fraud. 
Why plan with purpose 

When bewilderment is rife? 
Why build a cause 

When dust already flies? 

Why procreate your kind J 
When Death claims all the fruit? 
Why falsify a God 

When fitful Fate decrees? 

Folly is Nature’s law 

And shows me mine 

Until I sink and die. 

God? He is impossible!— 

Yet did He live— 

More pitiful than I.’’ 


He turned his eyes away 

In bitter, burning sadness, 
The other two sat thinking, 
Sat thinking of the morrow,— 


SOUL TRAVAIL 


Henry Linford Krause 


The terrible tomorrow,— 


He slowly rose and gestured 
Beseeching them to heed: 
““Paith is all we have, my lads, 
In Nature, God or Man. 

For weal or woe we give 
Our lives, and all they hold, 
To what we think is best. 
But what we think proves less 
That what we feel is 

We often fear to do. 

And what we feel is just 
Tells little what we are. 
How feebly know we 

What is true or right! 
Hence need I God; 

Hence crave I friends; 
Hence seek I disciplines 

To make me resolute; 
Hence Worship I 

The lovely, lowly Nazarene, 
Who feared no circumstance 
And faltered not at pain, 
Who gave His very all 

To God’s clear call. 

I follow Him in faith 
From dawn to dawn 

And find my peace 

In what He brings. 

Come, the time is nigh!’’ 


The tragic hour struck, 

The leader flashed the sign; 
Over the top they sprang 

Into the dawn of day and blood, 
Facing’ their destiny 

Beyond the reach of words. 


The test of strength is made. 

One in solemn stillness lay; 

One was borne in arms 

Of the only one unscathed. 

Had they forgotten their words? 
Did newer feelings rise? 

Saw they travail each had shared? 
Would they ever be the same 
Since this rendezvous with death? 
Man is man but multiplied— 


Born anew, when crue'fied. 
And the words just uttered. 


A second spoke less bitterly: 

‘‘Tf what you say be true, 
Futility would be glorified. 

It may seem true there is no God, 
Yet might He be, and care not? 
This latter have I often thought 
And fashioned life accordingly. 

If we be creatures born 

To dream and build and die 

In futile evolution, 

Yet have we courage given 
Within these hands and minds 
To nurture good among our kind. 
There is nothing wrong in pity, 
Nothing lost in easing pain, 
Nothing harmed in singing, 

Be the heart, in singing, slain; 
Let the good be only transient, 
Long the meaning be delayed, 
Life has merit in just living, 
Man has joy in being made. 

If, in this, a God may care not— 
What is that to struggling men?— 
They have happiness in being |. 
Though to dust they turn again. 
Let the future hold its secret, 
Let the cautious urge a care, 

Let the coward creep to dungeon, 
Life is here to live and dare.’’ 


He threw his shoulders back 
In manly satisfaction. 


The third one sat thinking, 

Sat thinking of the morrow,— 
His brow lined deep with care, 
His eyes as bright as stars,— 
Thinking, thinking, thinking. 
Of the three he was the oldest, 
More silent than the two, 

Who was never seen to falter, 
Who was never heard to rave; 
His a quiet, calm demeanor 
Like Cathedral in the dawn. 
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employed, in a few instances, an anaesthe- 
tic for the purpose of temporary relief from 
extreme pain, 

That she acted consistently with her 
teaching is shown by her statement about 
dentistry and surgery in the ‘‘Christian 
Seience Sentinel’’ for December 6, 1900, 
and in ‘‘The Christian Science Journal’? 
for January, 1901, and the paragraph in 
our text-book on the use of an anaesthetic 
(Science and Health, p. 464. Ag in a de- 
gree pertinent, it is to be remembered that 
the Master Himself momentarily felt a 
sense of separation from His divine source, 
for He cried out, ‘‘My God, my God, why 
hast thou forsaken me?’’ but he never 
abandoned His fidelity to divine Principle. 
Neither did Mrs. Eddy. 

The Christian Science Bd. of Directors. 


According to newspaper account, which 
I believe to be correct, the gentleman who 
was to have introduced the speaker on the 
occasion of the radio address referred to, 
was asked to state that the organization 
which he and the speaker represented had 
no connection whatever with the organiza- 
tion founded by Mrs. Eddy known as The 
Mother Church, and that this reasonable 
request was refused. In view of the na- 
ture of the proposed address, the state- 


ment was necessary, in fairness to the 
public and members of Mrs. Eddy’s 
church. 


Christian Scientists have always exer- 
_ cised the right and privilege of defending 
the founder of their Chureh from unjust 
attack, and their religious teaching from 
adulteration and misrepresentation before 
the public. I see no reason legal or equita- 
ble which should have prevented them 
from doing so on that occasion. 


—Aaron E. Brandt, 
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Christian Science Committee on 
Publication for Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia, March 8, 1929. ~ 
(In fairness we print this letter, but do 
not see that it answers the point raised in 
the editorial comment in ‘‘The 


ger’). 


Messen- 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 

The regular monthly meeting of the 
Ladies’ Auxiliary was held at the Home 
on March 14. The march meeting of this 
organization has been proving unusually 
interesting from year to year, as it is the 
regular time for launching the work for 
the annual Visiting and Donation Day. 

It was an all day meeting and the at- 
tendance was very good. Many of the 
members came in the morning and assisted 
in the variety of sewing which the society 
has undertaken. 

The business session was held at 2 P. M. 
In addition to the usual reports of officers 
and committees general plans were made 
for the next Visiting and Donation Day, 
which this year will again be held on the 
second Thursday in June, the regular time 
for this event. The president is selecting 
numerous committees which will do the 
work for the occasion. 

There were several musical numbers and 
Mrs. Estella A. Mohr, the newly elected 
treasurer of the Society, delivered an in- 
teresting address and another was deliver- 
ed by the Superintendent on the Campaign 
for Funds for the enlargement of the 
Home. 

A sauer kraut dinner was served, which 
was much enjoyed by the guests of the 
Home as well as the members of the Aux- 
iliary. 


Introducing to English Readers | 


KARL BARTH’S 
~TheWordofGod 


and 
The Word of Man 


Translated from the German | 
by Douglas Horton 


Barth’s teachings are hailed by the 
religious thinkers and philosophers 
of both Europe and America. 


Dr. A. Z. CONRAD 


of the famous Park Street Church in Boston says, 


“We are led straight back to the Word 
of God as the source of inspiration and 
of reliable information. One feels that 
he has a positive foundation under his 
feet when reading this book.”’ 


Barth is fundamental without being a 
fundamentalist. He is modern with- 
out being a modernist. He gets right 
down to fundamentals. He drives man 
back to God. 
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Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D. D. 


THE PRICE WE PAY FOR PRAYER 


Text, Mark 14:34, 35, ‘‘And He saith 
unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful 
even unto death: abide ye here, and watch. 
And He went forward a little, and fell on 
the ground, and prayed that, if it were 
possible, the hour might pass away from 
Him.’’ 

There are some persons who think that 
prayer is cheap. What could be easier and 
cheaper than asking, seeking and knock- 
ing? Jesus says, ‘‘Ask, and it shall be 
given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you: for every 
one that asketh receiveth; and he that 
seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh 
it shall be opened.’’ 

Every word of Jesus’ saying is true, 
but whether it is easy and cheap or hara 
and costly depends upon what we ask for, 
where we seek, and how we knock. Seneca 
says: ‘‘Nothing is so costly to us as that 
which we purchase by prayer.’’ I will 
therefore tell you a little about the costli- 
ness of prayer. 

It costs time to pray. The best prayers 
are not necessarily long prayers. But Dr. 
Alexander Whyte, the sainted Scotch 
preacher, said: ‘‘Without a liberal allow- 
ance of time, no man has ever attained to 
a real life of prayer at all.’’ You ought 
to have a special time to pray. A few 
stolen moments now and then, though bet- 
ter than no prayer at all, are not as help- 


ful as the regular habit of prayer at a cer- 
tain time. When General Gordon was with 
his army in Khartoum, Africa, it is said 
that there was an hour every day when a 
white handkerchief lay before his tent 
door. While that signal was there, no one, 
however high his rank, ever approached 
the tent. The most urgent business waited 
outside. Every one knew that Gordon was 
at prayer that hour within the tent, and 
not a man nor an officer came near until 
the handkerchief was lifted away. It cost 
him something to pray like that. The best 
time to pray is when you are least likely 
to be disturbed, when it is most quiet, and 
when you are in the best attitude of mind 
and heart. 

It costs some thought to pray. A 
thoughtless prayer is a useless prayer. 
You might as well swing a Buddhist prayer 
wheel as to -—pray without thinking what 
you are doing and saying. The great men 
of prayer have been men of thought. Study 
the prayers found in the Bible—how 
thoughtful they are. Take some of the 
psalms, especially the fifty-first, and the 
seventeenth chapter of St. John, and the 


prayers in St. Paul’s epistles and you 
will be deeply impressed with their 
thoughtfulness. True prayer costs the 


price of thought. 

It costs something to pray, ‘‘Thy king- 
dom come,’’? if you really mean it. It 
has cost many a one his or her life to pray 
this petition of three words. If you pray 
it sincerely and earnestly, it means that 
you are going to help it to come, ever 
though you must go to the uttermost parts 
of the earth to do it. When Admiral 
Foote was in Siam he invited the royal 
dignitaries to a dinner on his vessel. As 
soon as the guests were seated at the table, 


he, as was his invariable custom, asked a 
blessing upon the food. The king in sur- 
prise said he thought only missionaries 
asked blessings. ‘‘True,’’ replied the ad- 
miral quietly, ‘‘but every Christian is a 
missionary.’’ Therefore every one who 
prays, ‘‘Thy kingdom come,’’ commits 
himself to the work of helping it to come. 
Christ’s last command was: ‘‘Go ye there- 
fore, and make disciples of all the na- 
tions.’? The story is told by Pastor Hsi 
of an old woman in China who was appar- 
ently a devoted Christian, but who re- 
fused to join the Church. When the mis- 
sionary asked her why she would not con- 
fess Christ when she loved Him, the old 
woman at last said that it was 
because there was one ¢ommand- 
ment of His which she could not 
obey: being old and afflicted with rheuma- 
tism, she could not go into all the world 
to preach the gospel. She could only tell 
all her family and friends about Him! She 
had the right spirit in believing that 
Christ’s command was meant for every 
Christian, but she was wrong in thinking 
that Christ asked the impossible. Not 
everybody can go to heathen lands and do 
foreign missionary work, but every true 
Christian who prays the Lord’s Prayer 
can carry out the spirit of the petition, 
““Thy kingdom come,’’ and of the Savi- 
our’s great command. I believe that the 
two working girls, sisters, who lived in 
Providence, Rhode Island, had the right 
spirit when they walked one way each 
\ay between the factory and their home 
and used the money they saved to sup- 
port their own native preacher in the mis- 
sion field. There is some encouragement in 
the second verse of an old missionary 
hymn, which runs as follows: 
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‘If you cannot cross the ocean 
And the heathen lands explore, 4 
You ean find the heathen nearer, HARRIETTE’S FAITH 
You can help them at your door. A little girl of two or three 
[f you cannot give your thousands, Was always happy on my knee, 
You can give the widow’s mite; As she cuddled there to rest— 
And the least you do for Jesus Tousled head upon my breast. 
Will be precious in His sight.’’ 


It costs something to pray, ‘‘Thy will 
be done.’’ The price that Jesus paid to 
pray that petition was His own life on the 


cross. Next week, Holy Week, we shall 
review again in our Churches the events 
of Jesus’ last week on earth, which ecul- 


minated on Calvary on Good Friday. We 
are all familiar with the solemn hours He 
spent in Gethsemane. He took with Him 
Peter and James and John. When they 
reached the garden He said to them: ‘‘ My 
soul is exceeding sorrowful even unto 
death: abide ye here, and watch.’’? And 
He went forward a little, and fell on the 
ground, and prayed that, if it were possi- 
ble, the hour might pass away from Him. 
And He said, ‘‘Abba, Father, all things 
are possible unto Thee; remove this eup 
from me: howbeit not what I will, but 
what Thou wilt.’’ On Tuesday of Holy 
Week something had taken place that re- 
minded Jesus of the nearness of the end. 


The incident is recorded in the twelfth 
chapter of St. John. This is how 
St. John tells it: ‘‘Now there were 
eertain Greeks among those that went 
up to worship at the feast: these 


therefore came to Philip, who was of Beth- 
saida of Galilee, and asked him, saying, 
‘Sir, we would see Jesus.’ Philip cometh 
and telleth Andrew: Andrew cometh, and 
Philip, and they tell Jesus. And Jesus 
answereth them, saying ‘The hour is come, 
that the Son of Man should be glorified. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a 
grain of wheat fall into the earth and die, 
it abideth by itself alone; but if it die, it 
beareth much fruit. He that loveth his 
life loseth it; and he that hateth his life 
in this world shall keep it unto life eter- 
nal. If any man serve me, let him follow 
Me; and where I am, there shall also My 
servant be: if any man serve Me, him will 
the Father honor. Now is My soul 
troubled; and what shall I say? Father, 
save Me from this hour. But for this 
eause came I unto this hour. Father, 
glorify Thy name.’ There came therefore 
a voice out of heaven, saying, ‘I have both 
glorified it, and will glorify it again.’ ’’ 
When Jesus said, ‘‘Thy will be done,’’ He 
showed His willingness to drink the bitter 
cup, to lay down His life, to pay the price 
of being the Saviour of all men. When 
you pray, ‘‘Thy will be done,’’ you must 
submit to the will of God in all things, no 
matter what the cost may be. 

It costs something to pray: Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors,’’ or as 
the American Revised Version has it: ‘‘as 
we also have forgiven our debtors.’’. If 
you do not forgive others, you are asking 
God not to forgive you. The little word 
‘Cas?? is the important word. To pray this 
petition aright you must pay the price, 
‘as much as in you lieth,’’ as St. Paul 
says, ‘‘to be at peace with all men.’’?’ When 
you forgive others their trespasses, you are 
preparing the way for God to forgive you 
your trespasses, 

Real prayer will cost you your soft and 
easy and slothful and self-indulgent and 
sinful habits. You cannot really pray 
when evil lurks in your heart. 

You might say, in view of all the above, 
‘“‘Why not give up prayer, if it costs so 


much???’ Ah! it costs much more not to 
pray. ‘‘The way of the transgressor is 


hard,’’ says the book of Proverbs. Those 
who serve the world and the flesh and the 
devil pay a much greater price than those 
who serve the Lord. Nothing is so costly 
as what we get by prayer, but nothing is 
so truly and everlastingly worth while and 
precious as that which is secured and held 
by prayer. It costs something to pray, but 
it is worth all it costs. 


Little heartaches there to heal— 
Because an ache was wont to steal 
Away that happiness sublime 

That come to babes in baby time. 


Those sparkling eyes of hers so blue, 

Those tear-dimmed eyes of hers so 
true, 

How those eyes just looked on me 

With faith from aches to set her 

free. 


Childish tears I kissed away, 
As she sobbingly would say: 
‘*Daddy you can make me well 
With hug and kiss, or story tell.’’ 


That simple faith she had in me 
Was the sure faith I loved to see; 
Now she’s grown—I’m glad today 
She still has faith in what I say. 


I ever hope that always she 

Will have that simple faith, and see 

It’s simple faith that pulls one 
thru— 

It’s faith in hearts that makes 
hearts true. 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 


Hagerstown, Maryland. 


WAS IT A PROMISE? 


Under the heading So They Won’t Wor- 
ry at Home, a columnist in a daily paper 
reprints the following from a Church an- 
nouncement in a Texas paper: 

‘“‘HELL, ITS LOCATION AND ABSO- 
LUTE CERTAINTY.’’ Frank Gowdey, 


tenor soloist, will sing, Tell Mother I’ll Be 
There. 


Story of the “Dang Dangs”’ 


Margaret Frances Fox 


We all know that Pennsylvania Avenue, 
in the city of Washington, is the street of 
our country’s great parades. And of all 
processions, the most famous is the inau- 
gural parade once in every four years on 
the fourth of March, when the new Presi- 
dent of the United States is escorted from 
the Capitol to the White House. 

One time long years ago, a militia cav- 
alry troop came from an Eastern city to 
ride prancing horses in the great parade. 
At least they had hoped to be provided 
with the prancing kind of horses. But 
when the troop reached Washington, the 
captain was obliged to say to his men: 

“«There seems to be no horses left for us, 
so I believe we shall have to go on foot- 
back!?? 

This made the soldiers feel sad. There 
was not a speck of dust on their gay uni- 
forms. Their lances were bright and shin- 
ing. They were handsome men, and be- 
cause they belonged to a cavalry troop, of 
course they needed to be mounted on horses 
for the great parade. 


PEN PRICKS | 
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Peoercc— 


By John Andrew Holmes 


After being pestered by beggars 
and salesmen in Egypt, I can under- 
stand why Moses refrained from is- 
suing his command against murder 
until he was well out of that coun- 
try. 
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At last a man who had charge of many 
horses went to the captain of the militia 
cavalry troop and said: 

‘“We will lend you the horse-ear horses 
for the parade. We cannot run our ears 
on Pennsylvania Avenue until the parade 
is over; so you may have our horses and 
welcome.’? 

This was long before the days of electric 
street-cars, automobiles, or air-planes, and 
all street railway cars were drawn by 
horses and were called horse-cars. 

The captain of the militia cavalry troop 
knew that the horses were slow and halty, 
but they would do; so he said, ‘‘I thank 
you, and his men rode in the parade that 
fourth of March on the backs of horse-car 
horses. 

All went well until the troop reached 
the place where Seventh Street crosses 
Pennsylvania Avenue. 

Now it happened that all the cars that 
belonged on Pennsylvania Avenue were 
drawn up in a long line on Seventh Street, 
one close behind another, waiting for the 
parade to pass. 

Some ene standing on the sidewalk be- 
gan to laugh softly. The minute he saw 
those horses, he knew them. They were 
the horse-car horses, of course! That man 
stepped into one of the empty ears and 
gave the bell-rope a quick yank. 

““Dang!’? went the car bell. 

Every horse knew that one ‘‘ Dang’’ was 
the signal to stop. They were good horse- 
ear horses and obeyed signals. Every 
horse suddenly stood still. The gayly 
dressed men on their backs told the horses 
to go, but they would not. They stood 
stock still. 

By this time the crowds on the side- 
walks were laughing merrily. The troop- 
ers used their spurs, beat the horses with 
the ends of their lances, and yelled, 
‘*Get-up, get-up,’’? but the horses would 
not budge. 

The crowds were shouting with merri- 
ment as the parade went on, and the red- 
faced troopers were left behind on horses 
that would not go. The horses began to 
prance, to be sure, but they pranced up 
and down in the same spot. 

An old horse-car conductor was in the 
crowd. He thought it was too bad to let 
a man play such a joke as that, and, with 
one dang, halt an inaugural parade. So he, 
too, stepped in a car, and jerked the bell- 
Tope. 

‘“‘Dang—dang!’’ it went, and that was 
the signal to go ahead. 

On went the horses then. They obeyed 
the ‘‘Dang—dang’’ and went ahead, and 
the troopers ‘had no more trouble in the 
great parade. 

It was a long time, though, before those 
men heard the last of the story of the 
dang—dangs— 


Dang! ° 
Dang—dang! 


Man (employed by a Seot): **T have 
been here ten years, sir, doing three men’s 
work for one man’s salary, and now I 
want a raise.’’ 

Employer: ‘‘I doot I canna gie ye that, 
but if ye’ll tell me the names of the ither 
twa men [’ll fire ’em.’’ 


‘We'd like to have you stay to dinner 
with us if you are content to take ‘pot 
luck,’ ’?’? said the wife, cordially. 

‘¢You mean ‘can luck,’ my dear,’? mur- 
mured her husband. 


Six-year-old Muriel seemed much disap- 
pointed in her new baby sister, even 
though it was explained to her that teeth 
and hair would soon make their appear- 
ance. 

“*Come, now,’’ said her aunt, ‘‘aren’t 
you pleased with little sister?’’ 

‘*Oh,’’? said Muriel unenthusiastieally, 
‘‘T s’pose she’ll do when she’s finished.’’ 


Marcu 2], 1929 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Ambrose M. Schmidt, D. D, 
March 25 to 31. 
Practical Thought: If a man die, shall 
he live again? 
Memory Hymn: ‘‘So Let Our Lives and 
Lips Express.’’ 


Monday, March 25—The Empty Tomb. 
Read Matt. 28:1-10. 


In a late lecture given before the mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania University 
Museum, Philadelphia, one who explored 
amidst the Pyramids of Egypt, told how 
they discovered a carefully concealed tomb 
of some 5,000-year ago period, and of their 
great disappointment when they found the 
tomb empty, the body stolen away, You 
remember that when the women eame to 
the Saviour’s tomb, that first Easter morn- 
ing and found it empty, they thought some 
one had stolen His body. ‘‘They have 
taken away my Lord,’’ was Mary’s ery. 
Soon, however, their sorrow was turned to 
joy. The risen Christ stood before them, 
He had risen as He said. 

Prayer: . 

**Jesus lives! no longer now 

Can thy terrors, death, appal us; 

Jesus lives! by this we know 

Thou, O gtave canst not enthrall us. 

Alleluia.’’ Amen, 


Tuesday, March 26—Victory Over the 
Grave. Read I Cor. 15:50-58. 


‘*He is not here, He is risen,’’? was the 
angel message for the women who stood be- 
fore the empty tomb. Ringing down 
through all of these centuries, these words 
have been the source of comfort for many 
sorrowing souls. He is not here. The grave 
is defeated. The tomb is empty. He is 
risen! Our Saviour gained the victory 
over the grave that we too might share 
that victory with Him. Should not this 
truth be our supreme comfort when we 
stand before the graves of our loved ones? 
No, not here, but risen with Christ. The 
tomb is really empty. They are alive 
forevermore. 

Prayer: Thanks be to God, who giveth 
us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Comfort us, O Lord, and give us 
the vision of the victory as our unending 
triumph. Amen, 


Wednesday, March 27—Faith Removing 
Doubt. Read John 20:11-18. 

‘*Christos Anesti,’’? (Christ is risen) has 
been the joyous greeting on Easter morn- 
ing, for the Christians in the Near East, 
for centuries. In response, the one thus 
greeted, answers, ‘‘Alithos Anesti,’’? (He 
is risen indeed). What a beautiful cus- 
tom this is, and how appropriate as com- 
pared with our ordinary Easter greetings! 
‘*Christos Anesti,’’ js a declaration of 
faith, and is.the sort of faith affirmation 
that helps to remove doubt. The answer, 
‘¢Alithos Anesti,’’? is the answer of faith 
unto faith. Let us remember that having 
seen her risen Lord, Mary hastened to tell 
the good news to others—‘‘T have seen 
the Lord.’? 

Prayer: 
‘“«Ha‘l, hail, our Jesus risen! 

Sing, ransomed brethren, sing! 
Through death’s dark, gloomy, prison 


Let Easter Chorals sing.’’ 
* * * * 


* * * * 


‘«Therefore in our hymns we pray Thee, 
Grant us, blessed Trinity, 
At the last to see Thy glory 
In our home beyond the sky.’’ 

Amen. 
Thursday, March 28—Our Resurrection 
Assured. Read I Thess. 4:13-18. 

“‘Tf we believe.’’? Aye, if! Weak is 
our faith, so often, when the hour of trial 
is upon us, and when we cannot see one 
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step before us. The road is dark and our 
eyes are holden, because we have been 
walking with eyes fixed earthward instead 
of heavenward. Clouds of sorrows have 
obscured the sunshine of His presence. 
We have been standing beside the grave, 
and it, like our eyes, has been sealed. Then 
we lift our eyes unto the mountains. 
Heaven’s gates swing open and we see 
face to face, the risen, glorified Christ, 
who bends over us, with His words of as- 
surance. ‘‘I am the resurrection and the 
life: he that believeth on Me, though he 
die, yet shall he live; and whosoever liveth 
and believeth on Me shall never die. Be- 
lievest thou this?’’ 

Prayer: Lord we believe, help Thou our 
unbelief. Open our eyes that we may be- 
hold Thy glory, and our ears that we may 
hear Thy words of blessed assurance. 
Amen. 


Friday, March 29—The Father’s House. 


Read John 14:1-10. 


In our Father’s House there are many 
mansions, abiding places. Some of them 
are on this side and some are on the other 
side, over there. When we leave the 
earthly ones, as God wants us to leave 
them, we are assured that the heavenly 
ones are awaiting our coming. Think of 
it! A place prepared for each one of us 
us. What a blessed hope and what a 
blessed promise. The vital question for 
each one of us is—Am I so living in the 
Father’s House here, in God’s world, that 
I will be ready for my prepared place in 
my Father’s House over there? 

Prayer: So teach us to number our days 
while here, O Lord, that we will apply our 
hearts unto wisdom, and be prepared for 
the abiding place awaiting our coming, 
over there. Amen. 


Saturday, March 30—At Home With the 
Lord. Read 2 Cor. 5:1-10. 


Homesick! Who has not felt, at some 
time, the pangs of this most distressing 
affliction? Perhaps it was just as the 
home-ties were being broken; perhaps it 
was some time after the ‘‘Good-byes’’ 
had been said, and you were alone in a 
strange city. Never did the old home and 
the home folks seem dearer than just then. 
Homesick! Who has not when, sorrows and 
cares and deep griefs have flooded our 
lives, longed for a release, and wished that 
the Home, in the Father’s House, might 
be ready for our coming? Awaiting that 
rest which remaineth for God’s children, 
let us work while it is today, and ever 
be ready to sing— 

““ Jesus, I die to Thee, 

Whenever death shall come; 
To die in Thee is life to me 
In my eternal home.’’ Amen. 


Sunday, March 31—The Christian’s Inheri- 
tance. Read Psalm 23:1-6. 


On this day, above all other days, we 
should be ready to join, with heart and 
voice, in singing the Halleluia Chorus of 
Easter triumph, Today we want to stand 
before the graves of our loved ones, and 
facing death and the grave, declare, They 
are not here, they are risen! Today we 
want to renew our faith and our ¢onfi- 
dence in the Easter victory by declaring— 


‘Jesus lives! no longer now 
Can thy terrors, death, appal us; 
Jesus lives! by this we know 
Thou, O grave, canst not enthrall us. 
Alleluia! ?’ 


Somewhere in God’s country our loved 


THE PASTOR SAYS— 
By John Andrew Holmes 


For hearers of the gospel the 
Church is a window into heaven: for 
doers of the gospel it is also a door. 
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ones, who have gone before, are living and 
waiting for us. Let us be ready to go to 
them. 

Prayer: Our God and our Father, Who 
hast brought again from the dead our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and hast promised that all 
who live with and believe in Him shall 
never die; we thank Thee for the hope 
and comfort of this day. Give us patience 
while we wait, and keep us in the path 
that leads to the Father’s House. Amen. 


When you hear a man say that poverty 
is a great thing for the character, the 
chances are that you’re listening to a mil- 
lionaire—San Diego Union. 


Mrs. Brindle: ‘‘Now, Mary, I want you 
to be careful. This is some very old table 
linen—been in the family for more than 
200 years, and—’’ 

Mary: ‘‘Ah! Sure, ma’am, you needn’t 
worry. I won’t tell a soul, and it looks as 
good as new, anyway.’’ 


Politician: ‘‘Can you give my friend a 
job on your railway?’’ 

Manager: ‘‘But he cannot talk Eng- 
lish.’’ 

Politician: ‘‘ Well, then give him a job 
calling out trains.’’ 


Beggar: ‘‘Could yer help a poor guy 
dat’s starvin’?’’ 

Pompous Lady: ‘‘You should remove 
your hat while talking to a lady.’’ 

Beggar: ‘‘I can’t, mum. It’s full of 
sandwiches! ”? 


MRS. RUFUS W. MILLER AND THE 
CHILDREN 


(An account of a useful ministry which 
was requested by the Editor.) 

A cold piercing wind is blowing, but at 
the Settlement it is warm and cozy. I 
notice with much pleasure every seat in 
my room is occupied by my numerous boys 
and girls. After the children are dismiss- 
ed I am also ready to leave the Settlement 
Building and as usual pressed close to- 
gether at the front door I find my little. 
friends waiting to escort me to the elec- 
trie train. These little friends are not al- 
ways my own boys and girls, for while we 
are in the assembly room before the ser- 
vice, many of the children come to me 
with their problems of school or home life. 
Some wish to tell me of the new baby, 
others how they have conquered a certain 
fault, and some have acquired a dog or 
kitten. Boys tell how they have gathered 
and chopped wood for mother. Some of 
the big boys have lost their position and 
ask help to get new work, while others 
have gotten a raise. It is all interesting 
to me and I try to cheer and help them or 
rejoice with them as the occasion may re- 
quire. 

And so today I find clinging to my right 
arm a tall thin girl, 13 years of age, not: 
one of my pupils, but one of my little 
friends. I ean feel the cold shivers run- 
ning through her body and I elasp her cold 
hands in mine. I notice she is wearing a 
light-weight summer coat and a transpar- 
ent silk dress of a doubtful color, She is° 
coughing, too. ‘‘My dear girl, have you 
not a heavier coat or warmer dress to wear 
on a cold day like this?’’, I inquired of 
the child. ‘‘No, Mrs. Miller,’’ replies 
Helen, ‘‘I have not. I cannot get into my 
winter coat. You see I have grown so 
tall.’? ‘But, Helen, why does not your 
mother apply to the settlement for 
elothes?’?’ I asked. ‘‘Mother died two 
months ago and father has no work most 
of the time,’’? the girl answers. Then I 
told two of my little girls to take Helen 
between them and walk close together to 
keep her warm and take her home. Glad 
to do my bidding, the three girls walked 
away arm in arm. 

Entering the subway, I could still hear 
the treble voices of my little ones calling, 
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Good bye, good bye.’’? On the train I 
rayed Gor » show me the way to help 
notherless girl, Arriving at my desti- 

yn, I called on several of my well-to-do 
eighbe Very soon I had everything a 
little girl requires in cold weather—a nice 
brown coat, a red tam, two winter dresses, 
2 sets of warm underwear, 3 pairs of stock- 
ngs, a good pair of walking shoes and a 
lovely white woolen sweater with blue 
eollar and cuffs matching Helen’s blue 
eyes. I packed all in two boxes; called up 
a friend to escort me to the slums, as by 


that time night had fallen. 


not afraid. It is the prayers of my little 
boys and girls that are like white-winged 
angels around my bed. Yes, Daniel was 
placed in the den of lions, but they could 
not hurt him for he loved and trusted God. 
He was perfectly safe with the ferocious 
beasts, for God was with him. So while 
the burglars entered my home twice, they 
were not able to harm me.’’ 

The greatest joy of a charity worker is to 
see the wonderful results and response of 
the children to Christian love and kindness, 
It cannot be described; it must be experi- 
enced. 


Mrs. Miller and the Children 


Arriving at her home, we found the girl 
living in a court so narrow that you could 
almost shake hands with the neighbors 
across the way. Entering the court I was 
startled to see two men standing there. 
When they recognized me as a charity 
worker they stepped aside, removing their 
caps in the cold wind, while I passed into 
the house. I found Helen, a brother and 
father, living in one room. I told them to 
turn their faces to the wall, while I strip- 
ped the child. Soon Helen was dressed in 
suitable clothing and I told the men they 
might turn now and see how lovingly God 
had provided for Helen’s needs. 


This happened 2 years ago. Helen now 
attends Church and Sunday School. Yet, 
at least, once a month she waits patiently 
for me at the door of the Settlement and 
this big girl clings to my arm and tells me 
of the progress she is making in school and 
her bright hopes of the future. God bless 
Helen and keep her pure and good for His 
heavenly Kingdom. 


One Sunday I tried to impress upon the 
children the comfort and real necessity of 
prayer, when one of the big boys raised 
his hand and said, ‘‘Mrs. Miller, I pray 
for you every night!’’ I replied: ‘‘How 
lovely of you. I thank you, for we are all 
in need of each others’ prayers.’? Then 
all the children declared, ‘‘ We all pray for 
you,’’ and even my smallest pupil, Edward, 
said, ‘‘I pay for ’o00, too!’?’ ‘Well,’ I 
asked, ‘‘May I be informed why you are 
-all praying for me, dear children???’ 
‘*Yes,’? they replied, ‘‘because we don’t 
want the burglars to hurt you.’’ Then I 
recalled on a Saturday night two men tried 
to jimmy the front window of my 
home. It was the seventh attempt to en- 
ter. Twice they succeeded, but each time 
God protected me. I spoke to one of our 
Salvation Army officers about this being 
the seventh attempt within three years, 
expressing my surprise that they always 
tried to enter my home and thought it 
might be because I was living there all 
alone. One of my children must have 
heard me speak to the officer at the time 
and so communicated the information to 
the class. Then I addressed the children 
and I said: ‘‘Now, I know why I feel so 
safe when I retire for the night and am 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWER TO—A HIDDEN WORD PUZ- 
ZLE IN RHYME No, 1 


Peter Pan. 


CAN YOU PUT ‘‘TIES’’ ON THE ENDS 
OF THESE? 

Lack of proper proportions. 

Accidents that prove fatal. 

Merriments in abundance. 

Dire or unexpected events. 

The sum totals gathered together. 

Things that can be done. 


The folks named to do the work. 
Where most folks live. 

10. Different kinds of things. 

11. Impulses to laughter. 

12. Capacities for emotional excite- 
—A M. §. 
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Birthday Greetings 


Alliene S. DeChant 


Here is the poem I promised you. Louise 
Schaffner wrote it when she was 12, You 
saw her picture in last week’s ‘‘Messen- 
ger.’’ She was in the center, with Sonny 
Jim on her left, and Isabelle and ‘‘Bub- 
bles’? on her right. Your Birthday Lady 
cannot read the title of the book they 
had, but perhaps it might be ‘‘The Prince 
and the Pauper,’’ the subject of Louise’s 
prize-winning book-contest essay. 

The Quest 
I went on a visit up to the moon 

Inside my little red gas balloon, 

And on the way there I saw millions of 
stars 

Blinking 

Mars. 


and winking at Venus and 


The very sharp point of an ill-mannered 
star 

Quite punctured my craft with a violent 
jar, 
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THE MARCH BOOK 


As the March book the Editorial 
Committee of the Religious Book 
Club has selected a _ penetrating 
study of the bearing of the teaching 
of Jesus upon modern industrial life, 
announced to come from the press 
next week— 


Our Economic Morality 
and the Ethic of Jesus 


By HARRY F. WARD 
AND MAY BE SECURED 
for $2.50 Postpaid 


FROM 
PUBLICATION & SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BOARD OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH IN THE U. S. 
Schaff Building, 15th and Race Streets 
Philadelphia, Pa, 


329 pages, 


WANTED—12 or 15 copies of the old 
edition Reformed Church Hymunals 
with notes. Anyone desiring to dispose 
of such copies will please communicate 
with: Rev. T. M. Kressley, Coopersburg, 
Penna. ts 


LS 


But I tied my balloon to the horn of the 
moon 
And to comfort myself sang a gay lilting 
tune. 


Then whom did I spy, but the man who 
lives there, 
His face wreathed in smiles, his pate 
without hair 
I’d always thought him a thick-headed 
loon 
Living so far from folks in the moon. 


The first thing I did was to ask, ‘‘If you 


Please, 
Why is this yellow moon made of green 
cheese?’? 
‘*Well,’’? said he, ‘‘Perhaps you don’t 
know, 


But fairies lived here long, long ago. 


“* *Twas so drear and monotonous way up 
here, 
That they left for the earth with its 
color and mirth; 
Abandoned—forsaken—unused and old 
It has lost its green color, and turned 
rusty gold. 


‘“How it came to be cheese, I can’t rightly 


tell, 

Ask the fairies on earth; they know full 
well.’?’ -- 
Given this information, I started straight 

home, a 
Determined through forest and valley 
I’d roam. 


To search through the meadows, the grass 
and the trees, 
Till at last I would find why the moon’s 
made of cheese, 
Not a fay could I find nor a soul that 
would know; 
When the secret comes out I will tell 
you so. 


“‘Tll-mannered star’? and ‘‘forsaken... 
old... turned rusty gold’’ greetings to all 
my boys and girls who like Louise’s poem 
so much that they want to write and tell 
her so. Her address is 319 North Lime 
Street, Lancaster, Pa. 


A man was told by his doctor that if he 
laughed 15 minutes every day before 
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meals his condition would improve. One 
day in a restaurant, while having his 
laugh, a man at the opposite table walked 
over and said angrily, ‘‘ What 
laughing at?’’ 

““Why, I’m laughing for my liver,’ he 
replied. 

‘‘Well, then,’’ said the other, ‘‘I guess 
I’d better start laughing also. I 
mine half an hour ago.’? 


are you 


ordered 


HOME EDUCATION 


“*The Child’s First School is the Family.’’ 
Froebel 


WHAT TO DO WITH JIMMIE 
Willis and Lenora Bailey 


**T just don’t know what to do with 
Jimmie. He is so restless and seems to be 
always doing something he shouldn’t,’?’ 
complained Mrs. Hobbs to Mrs. Dixon, her 
neighbor, who had very recently moved 
near, as they sat in Mrs. Dixon’s pleasant 
living room. 

‘‘Jimmie!’’ she broke off to say, ‘‘please 
lose the piano bench and leave the music 
-alone,’? 

**Children must be active, Mrs. Hobbs, 
and Jimmie is exercising a very natural 
curiosity,’’? replied Mrs. Dixon. 

But before she had finished, Mrs. Hobbs 
had to take Jimmie away from the reading 
table where he seemed determined to 
wreck a cut-glass vase. 

‘‘ Jimmie, dear, please go over there and 
play with Frank. — See his pretty books 
and blocks!’’ said his mother. 

““Come on, Jimmie, and help me build 
this bridge,’’ invited Frank Dixon. 

‘“How have you trained Frank so well 
in entertaining himself? I don’t have a 
minute’s peace unless I am playing with 
Jimmie.’’ 

‘¢Well,’? said Mrs. Dixon, ‘‘IT am sure 
I cannot claim any eredit for Frank’s 
ability to play by himself. Eight months 
ago he was just as hard to deal with as 
your little son is now. That he is improv- 
ing is because of the training he is getting 
in Miss Dooley’s Kindergarten.’’ 

‘Tell me about it,’’ requested 
neighbor. 

‘*But, in the meantime, let us watch the 
children a few minutes without appearing 
to do so. 

The women seemed to become very 
much interested in their needlework, but 
they could steal quick glances at the chil- 
dren and hear them talking as they played. 

‘‘Now be real careful, Jimmie,’’ said 
Frank. ‘‘We got to put each brick just so 
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EVIL 


shades of meaning! 


good manners. 
version—the 


Theological Seminaries, 


y NELSON SCRIPTURE 
TEXT CARDS 
(American Standard Version) 
Now available—beautifully en- 
grossed wall ecards, 914x123, 
inches, with the Great Love 
Chapter (1 Cor. 13), The Shep- 
herd Psalm (Psalm 23) and 
The Beatitudes (Matt. 5. 1- 
12). The text used is the 
matchless American Standard 
Version with its supremely ac- 
curate translations. The price 
of these wall ecards is 25¢ 
each, but to you who send 
the coupon your favorite pas- 
sage will be sent for only 10¢ 

or all 3 for 25c. 


Wonderful 


City 


COMMUNICATIONS OR=} 
COMPANIONSHIPS? 


How true it is that the value of an important and oft-quoted 
text lies in the accuracy of its translation and on its finer 
Thus it is that, according to the American 
Standard Bible First Corinthians, 15:33, “evil companionships ,” 
rather than “evil communications,” corrupt good morals—not 
So it is throughout this marvelously accurate 


Nelsonamaas23 Bible 


(Edited by American Revision Committee) 


the one supremely accurate version of the Scriptures, and you will study it 

—understand it as never before. : , 

The American Standard Bible text has been adopted by all leading Colleges, 
Mi Cras oy Wen G. 


throughout the United States and is used by over 13,000,000 scholars from 
which to study the International. graded. or other Bible lessons 
Nelson Guaranteed Binding. ¢ 


will be replaced if it does not bear up under the strain of use. 
NELSON BIBLES in all sizes, types and styles of binding are 


obtainable wherever .Bibles are sold 


381-383W Fourth Avenue 


Authorized publishers for the American Revision Committee 


A., and Bible Sehools 


Remember that a Nelson Guaranteed Binding 
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THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
New York City 


Dear Sirs: Please send me FRHE copy of your book entitled “The 
Story.” 5 
which I enclose .... 


You 
cents. 


may inelude .... wWwall-text 
(State which, if only one.) 


eards, for 


in this bridge and not let them get crooked | 


or it will not hold up the cars that want 
to go over it.’’ 
‘*Let’s put this one over like that.’’ 
**Oh, no! if you do the bridge will wob- 
ble. We got to put our blocks all nice and 
straight, then our bridge will be strong.’’ 
Next, Frank got a little chair and seated 
Jimmie in it. 


““Now I’m Miss Dooley. We will sing. 


““*Did you ever see a laddie 
A laddie, a laddie, 
Did you ever see a laddie 
Do this way and that.’ ”’ 


sang Frank in a sweet baby voice. 

‘“Now you sing your part.’’ 

**T don’t know how,’’ said Jimmie. 

“*Well, you will have to go to Kinder- 
garten with me and let Miss Dooley show 
you how. We just have the best time. 
Come on, Jet me show you my animals, I 
cut out a turtle today. See my dog, and 
this is a bear. Do you know the story of 
‘The Three Bears?’ Here they are, all 
three of them—Great Big Bear, Middle- 
sized Bear and Little Baby Bear. Aren’t 
they nice? We play ‘The Three Bears’ up 
at Miss Dooley’s.’’ 

‘“Mother!’’? exclaimed Jimmie, ‘‘T want 


to go to sehool with Frank and eut ani- 
mals. ’? 


‘““Now, there is your solution, Mrs. 
Hobbs,’’ suggested Mrs. Dixon. ‘‘ Miss 
Dooley is perfectly wonderful with the 


children. She teaches them lovely little 
songs, stories which they dramatize and 
interesting games. She also has them do 
a great deal of simple hand-work including 
paper cutting, clay modeling, building with 
blocks and toy constructing. Then, too, 
she is so clever in helping build a set of 
good moral habits. I know of one little 
boy who had been taught to swear and 
now you couldn’t hire him to use such 
words. In fact, I think he has forgotten 
most of them. Children do, you know, 
when they no longer hear them.’’ 

Mrs. Hobbs tried the Kindergarten and 
she declares there is no happier or busier 
child anywhere than Jimmie Hobbs. 


Bulletin 1919, No. 39, ‘‘Training Little 
Children,’? may be obtained by sending 
15e in cash to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington, D. C. This bulletin contains 47 
short articles of great practical value to 
parents in solving the many problems that 
come to them. 
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Woman’s Missionary 
Society News 
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Miss Greta P, Hinkle, Editor, 416 Schaff 
Building, Phila., Pa. 


Baltimore-Washington Classical Society 
announces the organization of a new W. 
M. 8. Zion’s congregation, Baltimore, the 
Rey. A. Grether, pastor, has had a local 
missionary society for some time, but not 
until the afternoon of February 28 was it 
affiliated with the Classical group. The 
installation service was conducted at the 
home of Mrs. Holland Miller, Montébelle 
Terrace. Mrs. James Riley Bergey, presi- 
dent of the Classical Society, was in 
charge of the service at which Mrs. John 
L. Barnhart spoke on ‘‘Organization and 
Budget,’’ Mrs. A. S. Weber on ‘‘Steward- 
«ship,’? and Mrs. Roland L. Rupp on 


‘‘Thank-Offering.’? The meeting closed 
with the friendship cirele after which re- 
freshments were served by the hostess, 
Mrs. Miller. The number of members of 
the new society is ten. Mrs. Rupp writes: 
‘We are looking to the future with the 
hope of a growing society under the lead- 
ership of Mrs. Alfred Grether. Missions 
is one of the greatest tasks of the modern 
Chureh. The Christian ideal and the spirit 
of Christ afford a vital hope to all the peo- 
ples of the earth, But this ideal and this 
spirit cannot be established in the hearts 
of men unless the Chureh boldly and un- 
selfishly pursues the task. The women of 
the Reformed Church can be a world power 
if properly organized under a leadership 
with a world vision.’’ 


According to all reports the playlet, 
‘‘What Shall I Render,’’ is being given 
quite generally at the March meetings of 
Woman’s Missionary Societies. Even tho’ 
it may be presented with little preparation 
and with few characters it is very effec- 
tive in its message. 


The season of Spring Classical Meetings 
is upon us and the dates of the Triennial 
Convention will be here before we know it. 
Let us fill out that report blank NOW and 
mail it AT ONCE to the proper address. 
Procrastination is not only the thief of 
time, but the thief of accuracy as far as 
Classical, Synodieal and General Synodical 
Reports are concerned. It depends on you, 
the LOCAT; OFFICER, as to whether the 
General Synodieal Secretary has a COM- 
PLETE report. 


The following are the dates of Spring 
Meetings as far as is known at the Phila- 
delphia office: 

April 3—East Susquehanna at Dalmatia, 
Maryland, at Baust Church near West- 
minster; April 2, 3 and 4—North Carolina 
at High Point; April 3 and 4—Virginia, 
Baltimore-Washington at Immanuel 
Chureh, Baltimore; April 4—Laneaster at 
Second Chureh, Harrisburg; Reading at 
Grace Alsace Church; April 5 and 6— 
Sehuylkill at Tremont; April 6—Lebanon 
at St. Mark’s Church, Labanon; Tohickon; 
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New York at Brooklyn; April 9—Lehigh; furlough, made an address. The Board had public gathering. Most people would think 
Philadelphia at Palatinate Church, Phila called him to make this address to get in- that such an individual would have an 
delphia; Zion’s at Trinity Church, York; formation and advice important to them easy v:ew; but such is not always the 
April 11—Juniata at Williamsburg; Mer- for the work beguy in Japan. I was in- case. At the Inauguration, for example, 
cersburg Waynesboro; April 16—Car- tensely interested in what he said because Professor Shumaker secured an excellent 
lisle at Carlisle; April 18—Gettysburg at I had been appointed, and was looking for- position from which to view the events; 
Trinity Church, Gettysburg; May 8 and ward to my going as a misisonary to that but soon comments disturbed him. 
9—Kentucky; June 4—lowa. country. Among many things he said One young lady remarked, ‘‘I wonder 
about mission work in Japan, one thing why tall men with tall hats always take 
P that gripped me and to this day I remem- the front row.’’ Professor Shumaker then 
The Geneva Summer School Committee per his very words: ‘‘The Japanese people removed his hat; but the difficulty seemed 
desires to announce the 11th Annual Sea- have no interest in the historical differ- to remain, for the remarks did not cease 
son of their School of Missions to be held ences that separate the different Churches from other spectators. Finally, he moved 
at Conference Point, Lake Geneva, Wis- a; work there.’? And it didn’t take me 


consin, July 1-8, 1929. More and more the 
denominations are depending on schools of 
this character for inspiration and training 
for the women who will be the leaders in 
their respective Churches. The Geneva 
School has to its credit many young women 
who are doing serious work in their own 
missionry organizations. Outstanding 
teachers and leaders have been secured 
for this season, and younger as well as 
older women will receive misisonary infor- 
mation as well as inspiration. Combine a 
week of study with recreation. Mrs. M. 
E. Beck, 2741 Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 
Tll., is cur representative on this Geneva 
Committee. Anyone who is interested in 
further information may address her or 
Mrs. Henry Harmeling, 24 East 107th St., 
Chicago, Ill. 


Notice: The 3rd Annual Meeting of the 
W. M. S. of Baltimore-Washington Classis 
will be held in Immanuel Church, Bentalou 
and Lanvale Sts., Baltimore, Md., the Rev. 
Julius Grauel, pastor, on April 3 and 4. 
The sessions open with the Executive 
Board Meeting at 1.15 P. M. on Wednes- 
day, and continue with the regular Classi- 
cal Meeting beginning at 2.15 P. M. At 
the Wednesday evening service there will 
be a pageant by the Young People of the 
Reformed Churches of Baltimore and an 
address by Mrs. Lewis L. Anewalt, presi- 
dent. of the W. M. 8. G. 8. Dinner on Wed- 
nesday evening and luncheon on Thursday 
will be served by the ladies of Immanuel 
Church at 50 cents per plate. Those de- 
siring dinner or luncheon will please no- 
tify Mrs. Julius Grauel by Monday morn- 
ing, April 1. Telephone Gilmor 0177, 2427 
Arunah Avenue, Baltimore. 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, noted missionary, 
evangelist and author, who is completing a 
winter’s speaking tour of a large number 
of cities of the United States, will be the 
speaker at the annual Holy Week mid-day 
services at the Palace Theatre, Broadway 
and Forty-seventh St., New York, under 
the auspices of the Greater New York 
Federation of Churches. Dr. Jones will 
be the speaker on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday, March 26, 27, 28 and 
29. The services will be broadcast by the 
National Broadcasting Company which is 
giving a national hook-up covering terri- 
tory-in which more than three-fourths of 
the people of the United States live. The 
music especially selected for the services 
will be by the ‘‘Radio Four,’’? who have 
become famous as the radio singers during 
Dr. Fosdick’s Sunday Hour over the Na- 
tional Broadcasting Chain. EH. F. Albee, 
owner of the Palace Theatre, is arranging 
an impressive cathedral setting with 
stained glass windows, choir and Church 
furniture. The lighting will be especially 
arranged in subdued and restful hues. 
There will be an abundance of lilies, palms 
and callas to add to the effect of the in- 
terior of the theatre. 


A LETTER FROM DR. MOORE 


At a meeting of the Foreign Mission 
Board held in Harrisburg, April, 1883, 
when, with my wife, I was appointed as 
the second missionary of our Church to 
Japan, Dr. James L, Amerman, missionary 
of the Dutch Church, in Japan, home on 


long to find out, after I go there, that 
what he said was true.—only too true. 

When the ‘‘Messenger’’ was brought to 
my door and I opened and read ‘‘ Three 
More Denominations Face Toward Union’’ 
and under that,—a meeting was held in 
Dayton by Commissioners from the Re- 
formed Church in the U. 8., the United 
Brethren in Christ and the Evangelical 
Synod of North America and they had 
adopted a basis of union to be submitted to 
the governing bodies of the three Churches. 

In a speech made by Dr. Richards at 
the Reformed Men’s Conference in Harris- 
burg there was a reference to such a move- 
ment and I had read also about it, but 
nothing of a definite character, 


The above statement is of a definite 
character and it looks like business, and is 
hopeful. 

As a missionary on the Foreign Field I 
pray that it may be a glorious success, and 
that before a year has passed the good 
news will be heralded abroad that hope has 
been changed into fruition and that pray- 
ers in its behalf have been answered. 


I learned to my regret that the Japa- 
nese are not only not interested in our 
historical differences, but that denomina- 
tionalism is a hindrance to the more speedy 
propagation of the Kingdom of God in 
Mission Lands, How glad I am now that 
as a Church and Mission we set the pace 
toward union in Japan, when instead of es- 
tablishing one more denomination and 
erecting an additional paling in the de- 
nominational fences already existing, we 
we joined the Council of Missions. 


I am interested and rejoice over this 
proposed union. It is a step in the right 
direction. Speaking as a missionary I am 
sure that these three bodies united in one 
Church can, and will, do a much better 
work in our Foreign Missionary enter- 
prise. I am convinced that as a Church 
and Missions we accomplish more and more 
greater progress by joining the Council of 
Missions and working in affiliation with 
the Dutch and Presbyterian Missions 
thereby established, not the Reformed or 
Presbyterian Churches, but the Church of 
Christ in Japan. And what still greater 
work we will be able to do if we bring to 
the task the influence, support and co- 
operation of this proposed united body. 

In the same number of the ‘‘Messen- 
ger’? I read the extracts from Dr. Fos- 
dick’s sermon on ‘‘A Sense of What Is 
Vital in Religion.’? The Doctor finds that 
religion in this country is a good deal of 
a mess and that many people are confused 
over it. I venture to say that the confu- 
sion on aecount of the many divisions of 
organized Christianity is still greater and 
more harmful abroad than at home. I am 
not speaking as a representative of our 
Japan Mission, but I have reason to be- 
lieve that with me, as a body they rejoice 
over this proposed union. 


CEDAR CREST HEARS TALL MAN’S 
STORY OF HOOVER’S IN- 
AUGURATION 


Professor Joseph H. Shumaker, head of 
the history department, Cedar Crest Col- 
lege, delighted the undergraduates of the 
college at their chapel services with a 
story of the difficulties which a man who 
measures six feet two has to solve at a 


back one tier; and yet the caustic com- 
ments continued. Before he could find 
peace, Professor Shumaker found himself 
150 feet behind the lines.’’ ‘‘But I could 
see fairly well, at that,’’ Professor Shu- 
maker told the young women. 

Professor Shumaker then described the 
ceremonies which began with the adminis- 
tration of the oaths to the Senators, who 
had been elected in November. Professor 
Shumaker showed how Vice-President 
Dawes, the outgoing incumbent of the 
office, differed in his conception of his 
position from the Vice-President who was 
coming in. Dawes remarked that he still 
believed that the unlimited speaking privi- 
leges of the Senate were abused; and Vice- 
President Curtis, a more conservative in- 
dividual, said that he regarded himself as 
a mere chairman of the Senate, who would 
attempt no innovations in the rules of the 
body. 

Professor Shumaker told how the taking 
of the oath by President Herbert Hoover 
indicated the transference of the allegi- 
ance of the whole population of America 
from ex-President Coolidge to President 
Hoover. The other important event in the 
professor’s estimation was the departure 
of ex-President Coolidge, in an entirely 
modest way by train for Northampton, 
Mass. Here Mr. Coolidge has determined . 
to lead his life an an ordinary American 
citizen. This typifies the true democracy 
of America, as opposed to the aristocratic 
ideals of the ancient civilization of 
Europe. 

Professor Shumaker also noted the ex- 
treme silence of Hoover. Hoover’s accept- 
ance of the candidacy by the simple words, 
“‘T do,’ ’typifies the ushering in of an era in 
which the government by many speeches, 
which has existed in the past, may be re- 
placed by the government which stresses 
action rather than words. Professor Shu- 
maker also stressed the fact that there are 
8 millionaires. in the Cabinet of President 
Hoover; the fact that Hoover must man- 


age a $320,000,000 concern; and the fact — 


that the ceremony was simple, dignified, 
and unaccompanied by noisy emotionalism. 


A TIME TO SPEAK OUT! 


(This editorial from ‘‘The Federal Coun- 
cil Bulletin’’ is certainly worthy of being 
reprinted in ‘‘The Messenger.’’) 

A mid-West advocate of more military 
preparedness and less prohibition of the 
liquor traffic, and a few other journals, 
have become vociferous in their protests 
against Churches for concerning themselves 
with ‘political’? questions. 

Not a little of what is said is too badly 
meretricious to deserve respectful atten- 
tion. When, for example, a newspaper 
talks of the Church as ‘‘appealing to force 
as an aid to its supremacy,’’ it must as- 
sume preposterous ignorance in its read- 
ers. Anyone with even a glimmer of 
knowledge of American life knows that 
this is undiluted nonsense. Or when a 
journal of commerce, commenting on the 
Federal Council’s research study on the 
dairy industry around Chicago, speaks of 
the Churches as attempting to ‘‘dictate the 
whole character of American government,’’ 
it ean only be regarded as a frantie at- 
tempt to confuse the real issue. One 
wonders why. We should not like to be 
forced to the conclusion that the interests 
represented by such a journal are either 
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so blind or so selfish as to fear the facts 
which the study brought to light. 

So far as these recent alarmists have 
any real argument, and not mere chaff, to 
offer, it seems to reduce itself to this— 
that the Churehes should deal only with 
matters of individual morality and should 
do their work in relation to isolated indi- 
viduals—never looking into issues that 
social or legislative bodies are worrying 
about and never acting in an organized 
eapacity. Apparently, the Churches may 
preach righteousness and justice as elo- 
quently as they please, providing they do 
nothing to make these ideals effective in 
concrete cases. 

The whole issue is so erucial for the 
vitality and influence of the Churehes that 
it is worthwhile to state with considerable 
preciseness what we believe to be the eon- 
viction of thoughtful and progressive lead- 
ers in the great body of the Churches. 

In the first place, in order to avoid any 
possible misunderstanding on points that 
we ordinarily take for granted as settled 
in our Christian thinking, let it be en- 
tirely clear that we are wholly opposed to 
a Church, as a corporate group, ‘‘ going in- 
to politics’? in the sense of allying itself 
with any political party, or resorting to 
the methods of partisan campaigns, or us- 
ing any sort of political threat or exter- 
nal coercion. The Church, as a body of 
people believing in the supremacy of moral 
and spiritual ideals, need not, and should 
not, adopt such methods of achieving its 
aims. 

But a Church which is profoundly con- 
vineed that Christian principles should be 
regnant in every phase of human life—in 
all our social organizations, in all our 
business enterprises, in all our industrial 
relationships, in all the contacts between 
races and nations—cannot conceivably be 
indifferent to some of the questions that 
are being discussed in the ‘‘political’’ 
arena, The protection of men, women and 
ehildren from the devastating social con- 
sequences of the liquor traffic, for example, 
can never cease to be of immense import- 
ance to a Chureh that cares for human wel- 
fare. The issue of war or’ peace is a 
*‘politieal’’ matter, but it is also in the 
profoundest sense a religious matter for 
all those whose consciences have been sen- 
-sitized by the teaching of Christ. 

Not many years ago the Churches were 
‘blamed for not having prevented the 
World War. Now, apparently, as the 
“*Northwestern Christian Advoecate’’ sug- 
gests, they are blamed for trying to do 
sanything to prevent the next war. 

For a Chureh to refuse to deal with 
moral problems because they are also ‘‘po- 
litieal’’ would be to stultify itself and to 
«confess itself bereft of spiritual vitality. 
‘The only question for the Church is not 
whether it will concern itself with these 
‘issues, but how. 


The latest outery against the Churches 
denounces them for acting in any organized 
manner and demands that Christians act 
only as individuals. But this would be to 
reduce the Christian influence to sheer im- 
potence. When we live in a world of as- 
sociation—as labor unions, manufacturers’ 
associations, farm bureau federations, and 
governments  testify—Christians must 
often act collectively or else complacently 
acquiesce in having no effective influence 
at all. 

And who that truly cares for human 
progress could desire that all the self- 
seeking interests, all the agencies that are 
struggling for private advantage, should 
organize to achieve their ends, while the 
moral and social idealism of the country 
should be unorganized—and feeble? 

Are the Churches in ‘‘polities’’ in order 
to gain anything for themselves? The 
question answers itself. Everyone knows 
they are not. How, then, could a news- 
paper whose judgement had not been 
warped by a blind defense of things as 
they are, despite all social injustices and 
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THE CHANGING FAMILY 


Social and Religious Aspects of the Modern Family 
By G. WALTER FISKE 
Here is a book which fairly sparkles with the vital 


facts of life, of home, and of religion. 


Written with 


verve, in a style which is constantly stimulating. Prog- 
ressive religion is shown to be the real stabilizer of the 


family that is helping to produce a better race. 


An ideal 


book for leadership training classes. $2.25 


The Religious Difficulties of Youth 


By REV. A. D. BELDEN 
Author of “The Greater Christ,’’ ‘‘God’s Better Thing” 


The American Edition of a Book That is Having Wide Circulation in 
Great Britain 


Who has not doubted? 


Doubts have at some time or another entered every mind and stirred 
the conscience to a pitch of hesitancy, breaking in upon the calm which 
is the birthright of every Christian and leaving, because that doubt has not 
been truly solved, a legacy of concern for later life. 


In this volume we have a number of these difficulties considered, con- 
cerning such subjects as Nature and God, the Supernatural in Life, Religion 


and Sex, the Problem of Suffering and Sin, the Riddle of Life, ete. 


The 


solutions which the author offers will enable the honest doubter to find 


again the secure footholds of faith. 


Price, $1.50 
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272 pages. 


Or angels in exile? 
Or half beast, half angel? 


12mo. 
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Or squabbling children who have yet to grow up? 


Or what? 


Certainly our former admiration for ourselves has had a jolt. We have 
acquired power over external nature, but we do not know what to do with 
it because: we do not know what to do with ourselves, or indeed whether 
anything worth while is possible, “human nature being what it is.” 


What, then, are our bottom desires and motives, and is it possible to 


take ourselves in hand? 


Is the spreading disillusionment well grounded? 


If not if we are capable of high action—why is our performance so low? 
What imprisons our powers, and how can they be released? 


Are you interested in this book? 


Write to us. 
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Publication and Sunday School Board ot the Reformed Church 
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


the menace of future wars, seliously pro- 
pose that the most unselfish purposes should 
be left disorganized and powerless? 

Or, if the Churches were to act other- 
wise than in the open light of noonday, if 
they were to seek their ends in any under- 
cover way, then, indeed, they would rightly 
merit the kind of condemnation that is 
being passed upon them. But no one has 
the temerity to make such a charge, There 
are self-seeking interests of which this 
cannot always be said. Yet it is not they, 
but the Churches, that are now singled out 
for attack. 

The methods of the Churches, at least so 
far as they act through the Federal Coun- 
cil, ean be stated unequivocally in three or 
four simple sentences. 

Negatively—the Council does not main- 
tain any ‘‘lobby’’ of any kind, or any 
lobbyist in Washington or anywhere else. 

Positively— 

(1) The basis of the Couneil’s program 
with reference to social, industrial and 
international problems is research—a thor- 
ough, sustained and dispassionate effort to 
secure the factual information essential to 
any wise application of Christian princi- 
ples. 

(2) When the Council is assured that 
it has the facts, it seeks through every 


‘available channel of education to make 
them known, in order to help develop that 
enlightened and influential public opinion 
which is the final source of authority in a 
democracy. 

(3) If the accredited representatives 
named by the denominations to constitute 
the Council reach a common mind, after 
careful deliberation, with reference to a 
conerete issue, that judgment is widely 
published for whatever value it may have 
in guiding publie opinion. 

This is, in a nutshell, the whole policy of 
the Council in dealing with great publie 
issues. The one thing that puzzles us is 
why any true friend of his country and of 
humanity could feel other than grateful 
that the Churches have found the way of 
thus acting intelligently together! 

We may sum up the matter by setting 
over against the confused outpourings that 
sometimes appear in Chicago in the morn- 
ing an editorial from the honored ‘‘Chi- 
cago Post,’’? which in the evening restores 
sanity to the mid-West horizon. This edi- 
torial, entitled ‘‘Organizing the Power of 
Spiritual Ideals,’’ says, in part: 

““Tf we are to believe the somewhat 
hectie articles of certain Washington cor- 
respondents, the spiritual idealism of the 
country is developing effective organiza- 
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ls where its influence has not 
display of un- 
ss on the pa whose chief 


material sourees of strength. 


Ss Dv The 


it those 


em greatiyv afraid that religious 
conviction ¢ moral fervor may become 
s of power in national affairs. 

It seems, if these alarmed writers re- 
flect truly the state of mind which they 
profess to depict, you are in very danger- 
ous company. We used to think you were 

] a very impractical company, to 

1 no serious’ consideration need be 

given. But it now appears that these 


spiritual idealists have so organized them- 
selves that they threaten to inject some- 
thing of their idealism into the world’s 
life. There is danger, we are told, that 
they may be able to influence national 
policy, and international relations. “ The 
disturbing vision arises of a bit of the 
Sermon on the. Mount getting, by some 
method or other, into the passing of laws, 
and the making of treaties. It might be 
that in time, if they maintain their organ- 
ized propaganda, the United States Con- 
gress, or the British Parliament, or a con- 
ference at Geneva or Washington, would 
take the spiritual teaching of Jesus seri- 
ously, would consider the possibility of 
applying the ethics of Jesus to the solution 
of some of the problems which have wor- 
ried statesmen. 

“‘Ts it possible that long years of preach- 
ing the ideals of Jesus are at last bearing 
fruit? Is the sown seed springing to har- 
vest? Is this unification of spiritual forces, 
of Churches which once fought one an- 
other, of agencies which once ignored one 
another, the result of a new awareness that 
the real issue for the future of mankind 
and its civilization lies between those who 
eling to faith in the material as the only 
salvation and those who believe that in 
the complete supremacy of the spiritual is 


the one hope for humanity?’’ 
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Answers Fitted While You Wait 
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Problem: J-am a Sunday School super- 
intendent and anxious for my teachers to 
feel their evangelistic responsibility. Can 
you give me some definite help?, 


Answer: It is a pleasure to help any 
Chureh School superintendent on this im- 
portant problem. It is hoped that the fol- 
lowing suggestions may prove to be of 
practical value, not only to our inquirer, 
but to all Chureh School workers who 
should be vitally interested in evangelism. 

This is the time of year when every 
Church School teacher, having pupils old 
enough to be approached on such matte’s, 
should be alert to the pre-Easter evangelis- 
tic opportunity. 

The Chureh School teacher, under God, 
has a character-making opportunity close 
akin to that of pastor and parent. In some 
ways the points of contact may be such 
that the teacher will exert greater in- 
fluence with certain age groups or certain 
individuals. The opportunity, therefore, 
becomes responsibility. 

Quite often the pupil misunderstands 
both his parents and his pastor. He thinks 
of them in the ‘‘perpendicular’’ class— 
people who appzoach him from above. The 
‘Sabove’? may be artificial ‘‘above’’ which 
he as a pupil voluntarily erects for all min- 
isters of the gospel, or the ‘‘above’’ may 
be the parental, authoritative attitude 
which he understands, but resents. 

For these ‘‘reasons,’’? the fine whole- 
some, fun-loving, yet virile, serious-minded 


Church School teacher is accepted on the 
‘‘horizontal,’’ one who is considered as a 
chum, a companion. The pastor, because 
of his leadership position is pedestaled by 
most Church School pupils, and, therefore, 
finds it harder to win his way horizontally 
into their lives. There are hundreds that 
do, and thus multiply their abilities of 
leadership. Some parents likewise so live 
with their children from babyhood up that 
they are accepted on the _ horizontal 
chummy level. Pupils almost any age 
above nine or ten are apt to think of par- 
ents patronizingly, somebody who is try- 
ing to hand something down to them with 
a bit of an authoritative flavor in the pro- 
cess. All of which the early teens con- 
sider repulsive. 
Teachers’ Opportunity 


Well, what about the wise, winsome way 
of the Chu:ch School teacher who is a real 
comrade with his pupils seven days a week? 
This very thing has in it immeasurable 
evangelistic power and_ responsibility. 
Many a teacher spiritually minded and 
alert to the higher things for his pupils is 
timid on this particular matter of evan- 
gelism. Why should he be? Let him read 
such a book as Gage’s ‘‘Evangelism of 
Youth,’’? and then tactfully, prayerfully, 
naturally go to the work. Great joy awaits 
him just around the corner. 

The teacher’s very position as teacher 
places upon his soul a responsibility he can 
not shift to others. As a Christian his 
very life as well as his lessons week by 
week should count for Christ, making the 
Master attractive to all the pupils of his 
class. Many a boy or girl in the teens has 
been won to Christ and the Christian life 
by the silent sermon of the teacher’s own 
Christian living. Against such a life, there 
is no argument that avails. After all, the 
best advertisement of Christianity is the 
genuine Christian. 

The teacher, being more mature, older 
and more experienced, has, therefore, upon 
him more responsibility for leading his 
pupils to Christ. Granting that his points 
of contact are well established, he more 
than anybody, it may be, is next door to 
witnessing his pupils’ decision for Christ. 

This is what his acknowledged leader- 
ship means, or should mean. Because he is 
leader, this position puts him where his 
pupils will follow. As the great Leader 
said, ‘‘Come and see,’’ so the Church 
School teacher, honored for his strength 
of character and ability, can, and should, 
say: ‘‘Come, and I will help you see the 
way, the truth, and the life.’’ 

Then, too, that Church School teacher, 
the kind about which we are thinking, 
understands that the Church and the 
Church School, alert to the paramount pur- 
pose of a Church or School, hold him re- 
sponsible as a trustee of the sacred privi- 
lege of leading a soul to Christ in saving 
power. The Church School that writes 
evangelism large across its policy puts upon 
every teacher a stewardship that is inescap- 
able. 


The Teacher’s Obligation 


Any Church School teacher who works 
with pupils old enough to know what it 
means to be a Christian, is under solemn, 
yet joyous obligation to understand his 
pupils in order that he may be wise in his 
evangelistic leadership. 

He should know their natures, not as a 
class, but as individuals. How widely they 
differ! Both eugenics and euthenics—their 
organic, individual heredity and their so- 
cial heredity—have been at work to pro- 
duce varieties of personality. A teacher 
soon learns from experience that no two 
pupils are alike. Some are long on self 
and short on others; clannish, while others 
are altruistic, democratic; some are intro- 
spective, day-dreamers, others prospective 
outlookers, doers; some quiet and reserved, 
others quick, noisy, impulsive; some have 
fine home and community inheritance, 
others struggle against indifferent or eriti- 
cising or even vicious home influences, 
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with really nobody at home that cares 
whether or not they become Christians. 

The teacher also should know the pupils” 
needs, personal and social, and get at their - 
motives as far as his X-ray ean be used 
to do so. He should know what they are 
interested in, and use his plane of experi- 
ence for closer fellowship. He should 
search out their yearnings, ambitions, and 
help to purify and direct these and tie 
them up to the evangelistic urge in his 
own heart. He should discover their diffi- 
culties, perhaps to remove them or to help 
the pupils push on through them to vie- 
tory. The teacher should be psychoana- 
lyst enough to find out points of strength 
and points of weakness in each pupil’s per- 
sonality and think long and prayerfully on 
each pupil’s possibilities, and then help 
him to take Christ into the very center of 
his life. 

Some one is perhaps saying: ‘‘Who is 
equal to all this? Who can take time to 
study and serve on a scale here suggest- 
ed?’’ Perhaps some can not. Many ean. 
Many ought, so that the present genera- 
tion of unusual young people may give of 
their very best to Him who gave His all 
for them. 


The Teacher’s Approach 


The Chureh School teacher who fully 
understands his pupils is more apt to make 
the right approach to them in his anxiety 
to serve them evangelistically. A few sug- 
gestions as to correct approach are here 
offered with the earnest hope that teach- 
ers may find the way into their pupils’ 
hearts, the beautiful highway over which 
Jesus may enter. : ; 

Without much comment, we may think 
of the following characteristics of the 
teacher’s approach. It should be with full 
knowledge, because dealing with soul 
values and eternal verities. It should be 
with sympathy, for it is so easy to err 
when expecting soul responses. It should 
be with good common sense opportunity, 
for blundering in this work may work 
havoe and defeat the teacher’s most holy 
ambitions and purest motives. It should 
be confident, because it is God’s will and 
way, and no decision is so important as the — 
personal decision for Christ as Saviour and 
Friend. The approach should be ca 
because of the authoritative place which - 
the Book of books holds in all right think- 
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ing. The approach should be constructive, 
building up; not destructive, tearing down. 
It should, therefore, be positive, forward- 
looking, and forward-going for the de- 
cision for Christ is the biggest forward 
step that any Chureh School pupil can 
take. Finally, the approach as has been 
already hinted at, should be a horizontal 
sharing, a co-operative experience where 
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the teacher co-operates, shares with the 
taught, the older with the younger, the 


senior member of the firm with the junior 
partner, that both may together rejoice in 
the fullest allegiance to Him who is the 
Head of the world’s greatest enterprise, 
the winning of men to the kingdom of God. 

(Send all questions or problems to Dr. 
Raffety, 432 Center St., Redlands, Calif.) 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof, Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 


Easter Sunday, March 31, 1929. 


The Future Life 
(Easter Lesson) 


Luke 24:1-12; John 14:1-6. 


Golden Text: Be thou faithful unto 
death, and I will give thee the crown of 
life. Revelation 2:10. 


Lesson Outline: 
The Reassurance. 

Easter Sunday brings to its close the 
first quarter of our lessons. It forms a 
most appropriate climax of our studies of 
some of the great Christian teachings, for 
the end and aim of all our teaching is that 
we might have life abundant. And that, 
of course, is the significance of Easter. It 
confronts the world with the challenge of 
eternal life. It lifts high the oldest ques- 
tion, and the most modern withal, ‘‘If a 
man die, shall he live again?’’ It bids us 
illuminate life’s meaning and death’s mys- 
tery with the light that streams from 
Jesus. 

Men have been doing that for nineteen 
centuries now. The result has not been a 
logical proof or a scientific demonstration 
of eternal life. That we shall never get. 
Spiritual truths must be discerned spirit- 
ually, always. But, wherever the Lordship 
of Christ has been acknowledged and 
honored, glad affirmations and abiding con- 
victions concerning eternal life have in- 
evitably grown out of the Christian ex- 
perience of God. In the ages before Jesus, 
immortality was, at most, a vague menace. 
He transformed it into a radiant promise 
and into a great assurance. And He did 
this, not merely by His resurrection, but 
by His gospel and life. 

Our Easter faith, then, is the consumma- 
tion and- coronation of the faith that 
Christ kindles in our hearts by the truth 
He lived and taught. It is the assurance 
that the life of man has infinite worth and 
eternal meaning because God has made it, 
the Father Almighty. It is filial trust in 
the purpose and power of a gracious God 
who has destined us for a life whose 
abundance outreaches all the limitations 
of our present existence in time and space. 
Either Christ’s gospel of the Kingdom of 
God is an empty dream, and then human 
life is a mockery; or it is the deepest truth 
in all this vast universe. And then our 
life is a glorious adventure. It has a goal 
that makes the battle and the race worth 
while. 

Our lesson contains two passages. The 
first is one of the narratives of the resur- 
rection. The second is a part of Jesus’ 
valedictory spoken to the disciples on the 
eve of His death. 

I, The Resurrection. 
Vivid accounts of the resurrection are 
given in all our gospels. They relate the 
experiences of certain men and women. 
Various groups of disciples, at different 
times and places, became profoundly con- 
vineed that the Crucified had risen from 
the dead. The thrilling message, ‘‘He 
lives,’? ‘‘He is risen, indeed,’’ flashed 


1. The Resurrection. 2. 


Luke 24:1-12. 


through that small band of devoted follow- 
ers, who had buried all their hopes in 
Jesus’ tomb. It evoked wonder and amaze- 
ment, even doubt but it came to be be- 
lieved by all. And that faith marked a 
new chapter in their lives. The conviction 
that Jesus lived transformed discouraged 
men into world-conquering missionaries of 
a new religion. The resurrection became 
the central theme of apostolic preaching, 
and the cornerstone of the Church. The 
day of resurrection was named the Lord’s 
Day, and, soon, it took the place of the 
Jewish Sabbath, as mankind’s holy day. 

It is a tragic fact that, in the past, our 
theologians have placed their greatest em- 
phasis upon the external and physical as- 
pects of the resurrection. The paramount 
issue has been the empty grave, and the 
nature of the body that emerged from it. 
Was it the old body resuse:tated or a new 
one; visible and tangible or, somehow _in- 
corporeal? These are speculative questions 
that may interest scholars, but they have 
little practical importance. And they tend 
to divert our attention and interest from 
the risen Christ Himself. He is the domi- 
nant factor in the resurrection. Not the 
manner in which He the outer cir- 
cumstances, but the living Christ, who 
never lay in the tomb. At the moment of 
death this Christ committed His Spirit in- 
to the hands of His Father in heaven, and 
there He continued His blessed life with- 
out interruption. 

And it was this risen Christ who mani- 
fested Himself to His disciples in the early 
Church. We may be wholly unable, from 
our present records, to explain how Christ 
showed Himself to them; even as the writ- 
ers themselves would have been unable to 
explain the manner of His self-manifesta- 
tion. But there can be no question at all 
that they had personally experienced the 
fact that their crucified Master was a liv- 
ing Lord. He was alive forevermore. He 
lived in them and they in Him, through 
the bond of faith. Now life had a new 
meaning for them; and death, no menace 
and no mystery. Both life and death were 
overruled by the infinite love of God 
whom Jesus had revealed. 

The same Christ is our Lord and Master. 
We, too, see Him as the early disciples saw 
Him, with out spiritual eyes. We have 
met this Christ on our way through life, 
as Paul met Him near Damascus. We have 
found in Him the Way, the Truth, and the 
Life. And we recall that it was Mary and 
Peter and John who saw the risen Christ, 
not Pilate. Caiphas, and Herod. Only those 
who loved Him saw Him alive forever- 
more. His enemies had no eyes to see His 
glory and His triumph over death. So it 
is with men today who lack spiritual vis- 
ion. They see all the kingdoms of this 
world and their glory, but they are blind 
to the life and immortality that Jesus 
brought to light through His gospel. To 
such men, Easter is a mere name; Easter- 
faith, an exploded superstition; and Eas- 
ter-hope, a vain illusion. 

II. The Reassurance, John 14:1-16. In 
our second passage the living Christ Him- 
self speaks the words of eternal life. The 
scene is laid in that upper room in Jerusa- 
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lem, just after the institution of 
Lord’s Supper. Sorrow and dark forebod- 
ings of impending danger filled the hearts 
of the disciples. Judas had left them to 
consummate the betrayal. They knew that 
a crisis was near at hand. Fear over- 
whelmed them. 

That little chamber filled with troubled 


and fearful hearts, is an apt picture of hu- 
man life. A little zone of light in whose 
shelter we find friendship, peace and joy; 
and beyond it darkness and death. Why 
should not our hearts be troubled? Is 
there not abundant reason for anxiety and 
despair in such a world as this? Man is 
a mere atom in the midst of forces he does 
not understand and cannot control. He is 
born to trouble, as the sparks fly upward. 
And at the end of every road is the portal 
of death. The burdened and _ troubled 
heart of man cries out in fear and anguish, 
What cure is there for the heart burdened 
with anxiety? 

And, then, in that upper room we hear 
the voice of Jesus. It was He who needed 
comfort, more than these others; because 
He was facing a cruel and untimely death. 
But there was no fear nor faltering in His 
heart. He became the great consoler of 
His troubled friends. And the cure He 
offered them was faith—faith in God and 
in Himself. He said, ‘‘Ye believe in God, 
believe in Me.’’ That is Christ’s cure of 
every kind of fear. 

Have faith in God. Fear is a faithless 
thing. If we are alone in this wide uni- 
verse, we may well be troubled and fear- 
ful. Then we are the helpless toys of fate, 
blind and cruel, and we may well view the 
future with alarm and death with terror. 
But if God lives, our life assumes a differ- 
ent meaning. Then we have a divine ally 
in whose wisdom and strength we may 
put our Trust. ‘‘ Believe in God,’’ that is 
the only efficacious cure of fear and anxi- 
ety known to man. 

But Jesus said more than that. ‘‘Be- 
lieve also in Me.’’ That is a most signi- 
ficant addition. After all, faith in God 
will not necessarily banish fear. Who is 
this Determiner of our destiny that holds 
us in the hollow of His hands? Is He a 
ruthless Sovereign or a rentless Judge? Or 


is He, indeed, our gracious Father, as 
Jesus said? Then we may safely trust 
Him. Perfect love casteth out fear. We 


are only little children, feeble and frail, 
in a vast universe. But this universe is 
our Father’s house. His home and ours. 
In life and in death we are in His gracious 
keeping. 

What was the cure Jesus offered the 
troubled hearts of His friends in their hour 
of parting. It was His own comfort, and 


the only one He could give to men, Nor 
is there any other. Every man must 
choose between these two—a faith that 


conquers every fear, and a fear that cor- 
rodes the heart and crushes the spirit. 
Such a triumphant faith is not easily ae- 


quired nor is it easily maintained. It is 
constantly being tested and tried. Among 


those who heard Jesus were Thomas and 
Philip. Immediately they raised ques- 
tions and difficulties. Their attitude was 


deeply human. Everyone will understand 
it who has t:ied-to overcome all fear by 
faith. Life will test it severely, even to 
the breaking-point. 3ut for every test 
the remedy remains the same—more faith 
in God as Christ has revealed Him to us, 
That alone will enable us to bear our bur- 
dens, to fight our battles, and to triumph 
over death. 

‘‘My Father’s house,’’? Jesus called the 
region beyond the tomb. That is the most 
wonderful picture of heaven the mind can 


coneeive. We are pilgrims on earth and 


strangers. The true home of the soul is 
in heaven. And life in heaven 1s 


all that a Father’s love can make 
it. It is prepared for us, even ‘as 
parental love prepares an earthly home for 
the little children that are born into it. 
That is the Christian’s hope on his way 
through life. That way does not end in 


thedarkness and 
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death. Whatever its wind- 
ings, it leads to the portals of a larger life; 
to a house with many mansions that God’s 
love has prepared for us. We realize that 
we are here using earthly pictures and ana- 
logies to portray heavenly realities, as in- 
deed we must. But the picture is true, for 
Christ Himself used it. And what other 
picture of heaven is as true and deep as 
Christ’s: His Father’s house! It satisfies 
the hungry heart of man, as does none 
other. And it also purifies the heart. 
‘*Everyone that hath his hope set on Him 
purifieth himself, even as he is pure’’ (I 
John 3:3). 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D. D. 


March 3lst—The Words of Jesus About 
Life Unending. John 14:1-3. 


On Easter it is proper that we should 
recall the words of Jesus about the life 
unending. It is the day on which the 
Christian world celebrates the deathless 
life of Christ Himself and takes on new 
hope about our immortality. Easter is the 
crowning festival of the year. It formed 
the ‘‘great divide’’ in the life of Christ 
and in that of His disciples. The resurree- 
tion of Jesus was the great fact to which 
the disciples bore witness and which 
rallied them anew to make the name of 
Jesus known through all the earth and 
which led to the founding of the Christian 
Church. The four great festivals of the 
Church are: Christmas, Good Friday, Eas- 
ter and Pentecost, but the greatest of 
these is Easter. ‘‘If Christ be not risen 
then is our faith vain and we are yet in 
our sins.’’ 

There are a number of precious words 
which Jesus spake about the life eternal. 
All along that, fact lay in the background 
of His mind. He sort of took it for grant- 
ed. He never sought to prove it, never 
argued about it, but simply asserted and 
proclaimed it. The direct utterances on 
the subject may be few, but the indirect 
references are numerous. 

In His words about the endless life Jesus 
gave expression to the deepest longings 
of the human soul. The very fact that 
men yearn for the life beyond is the 
strongest proof of such a life. The eye 


presupposes light, the ear sound, and so the. 


wistful soul life 
grave. 
soul of man and made no provision for it 
He would mock His very creation. There- 
fore, Jesus only revealed the fact of im- 
mortality, He did not create it. He al- 
ways took it for granted. He did not 
prove it, He asserted it. This is all the 
Christian can do. The burden of proof 
rests not with the believer in immortality, 
but with the one who denies it. The one 
who says there is nothing beyond must 
prove his assertion, but the one who says 
there is something simply needs to say so 
and believe it until he is shown otherwise. 

It would be interesting and helpful to go 
through the Gospels and set out all the 
words which Jesus spake concerning life 
that is endless. ‘‘Because I live ye shall 
live also.’’ ‘‘If any man keep my word 
he shall never see death.’’ ‘‘I am the 
resurrection and the life; he that believeth 
on me shall never die.’’ ‘‘He that eateth 
of this bread shall live forever.’’ ‘‘In my 
Father’s house there are many mansions. 
I go to prepare a place for you and if I go 
and prepare a place for you I will eome 
again and receive you unto myself.’’ 
‘‘Today thou shalt be with me in Para- 
dise.’’ ‘‘Father, into Thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit.’’ 

One of the great words which was con- 
stantly upon the lips of Jesus was the 
word LIFE. But He never thought of it 
as mere existence. It was more than 
breathing, more than temporal being. It 
included something that was indestructi- 
ble, endless, eternal. It meant a certain 
quality of life, not mere quantity of days 
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EASTER CROSSES 


Series 1. Size, 234x4 inches. 
of appropriate Easter flowers, 
violets, etc. Each cross bears a suitable Bible 
text. Assorted designs only. Price, $1.50 per 
100, assorted, without envelopes. 


Four designs 
tulips, lilies, 


Series 2. Size, 342x514 inches. These charm- 
ing designs are printed in ten colors. Land- 
scapes with churches, Easter blossoms entwine 
around the cross. Each cross has an Easter 
greeting and Bible text. Price, $2.50 per 100, 
assorted, without envelopes. 


Series 3. 
Greeting that will be preserved and used. 
Four designs each with a beautiful lavendar 
silk ribbon running through to make an at- 
tractive bookmark. Each cross has an Easter 


Large Book Marks. An Waster 


Each furnished in 
Size, 34%4x5 inches. Price, 10¢ 


Greeting and Bible verse. 
an envelope. 
each. 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 
BOARD REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 Race Street, - Philadelphia, Pa. 


or years. ‘‘The life is more than meat.?? 
“‘T am come that they might have life.’? 
‘*T am the bread of life.’? ‘‘IT am the 
water of life.’’ ‘‘I am the light of life.’” 
““T am the way, the truth and the life.’’ 
Life with Jesus meant something that 
came from God and returned to God and 
found its real meaning and mission in God, 
He tried in all of His teaching and preach- 
ing to lay this truth upon the hearts of 
His followers. In parable as well as in 
direct language He impressed this fact. 
Men in His day as well as in ours lived 
for the life that now is. They thought it 
consisted in food and clothing and shelter, . 
in houses and lands, in bigger barns and 
in goods laid up for many years. People 
then as now mistook making a living for 
life. Such folks Jesus called ‘‘fools,’’ for 
they lived for the meat that perisheth; 
they laid up treasures on earth and failed 
to lay up treasures in heaven where neither 
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moth nor rust do consume and where 
thieves cannot break through and steal. 


Jesus was always conscious of a great 
invisible world. He had come from that 
world. He came forth from the Father 
and had come into this world. Again He 
would leave the world and go to the 
Father. That fact haunted Him all along 


the way of His earthly life. He held eon- 
stant communion with that other world. 
He spent nights alone in prayer with His 
Father in Heaven. In the darkest hours 
of His life He drew upon the resources of 
that other woild. From it angels came 
and strengthened Him. He lived in two 
worlds, as it were, one earthly and the 
other heavenly. The heavenly, though not 
visible to the eye, was just as real, if not 
more so, as the earthly. Therefore, He 
could face the problems of life without 
wincing and He could meet death without 
a whimper. Therefore, He could evaluate 
life at its true measure. He knew what 
was worth while and what was worthless. 
He was content to suffer poverty because 
there were true riches laid up in heaven. 
He was not afraid of them that would kill 
the body, for they could not kill the soul. 
Therefore, He did not despair that He 
had not won the whole world unto Himself, 
because He knew that in His earthly life 
He had only begun to do those things 
which He would continue to do in Heaven 
and through His spirit in the lives of His 
followers. ‘‘Greater works than these 
shall ye do, because I go to the Father.’’ 
He spoke all the time of His ‘‘ going 
away,’’ of His ‘‘going to the Father,’’ 
and whenever He did speak of this He did 
so not in despair, but in the spirit of tri- 
umph. In H's own resurrection He demon- 
strated the power of an endless life. Death 
and the grave could not hold Him. ‘‘De- 
stroy this tabernacle and in three days I 
will build it again.’’ The sacred writer 
remarks, ‘‘This He spake concerning His 
body.’’ The resurrection of Jesus is a cer- 
tified fact. The disciples themselves were 
witnesses of it. They vied with each other 
to bear testimony to this fact. They went 
to the ends of the earth to proclaim it. 
**He is not here, He is risen,’’? the angel 
announced on that first Easter morn. ‘‘He 
is risen indeed,’’ the Christian world re- 
echoes down the centuries. This was the 
message of Paul, and his Epistles bristle 
with this truth. Everything hinged on this 
fact. If it had not been true these nine- 
teen centuries that have rolled around 
since then would long since have exposed 
the falsehood and the folly. But like an 
impregnable rock the fact remains. ‘‘This 
is the day the Lord hath made, we will 
rejoice and be glad in it.’’ 

The resurrection of Jesus is the earnest 
of our resurrection. ‘‘He arose, we too 
shall rise.’’ ‘‘Because He lives, we too 
shall live.’’?’ ‘‘The hour cometh when the 
dead shall hear His voice and come forth.’’ 
Then shall all kindreds and tribes and 
tongues be gathered before the throne of 
God, and He shall divide the nations as 
the ‘shepherd divideth the sheep from the 


goats. The righteous shall go into life 
eternal, and the wicked into everlasting 
punishment. 


Such are the words of Jesus concerning 
the endless life, 


‘*Sing them over again to me, 
Wonderful words of life. 
Let me more of their beauty see, 
Wonderful words of life. 
All so freely given, 
Wooing us to heaven, 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, 
Wonderful words of life.’’ 


A HORSE AND HIS MINISTERIAL 
OWNER 
(Continued from page 2) 


cumulating in order to better care for their 
retired ministers. 

‘‘Now, $25 a month for ‘Clover’ just 
about put him in ‘clover.’ No need of any 
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horsely 
and 


worries. Money 
oats and corn, and for 
and his eurrying, and for a 
very cold weather. Such 
tributes to comfort, peace 
mind, to equine longevity, and sweetens 
his old How fine for him before he 
leaves here for the ‘horse heaven,’ which 
Dr. Talmage said ought to be in existence 


enough for hay 
his stabling, 

blanket for 
provision ¢con- 


of his horse 


age. 


for at least one of the horses on their old 
farm. 
“*At this writing, the average amount 


paid ministers by the Super rannuation Fund 
of the Evangelical Church is $332.20 a 
year; widows of ministers, $182.00,- or 
$27.69 and $15.18 a month, respectively. 
Also, respectively, 90 and 50 cents a day. 
‘Cc lov er’ gets $9.82 more than the widows. 
But then he doesn’t know what worry is, 
so he won’t worry about it.’’ 

The above article taken from the 
*“Kvangelical Messenger,’’ July 29, 1928, 
should be read by our ministers and con- 
gregations in the Reformed Church who 
are making no effort to raise their quota 


cura 


‘SOAP 
and OINTMENT 
World Famous Skin and Hair Beautifiers 


Cee 


in the Sustentation Fund. If we should 
publish the names of these ministers and 
congregations, we would be most severely 
censured. But why should we not give due 
credit to all who are raising their quotas 
by presenting the list of names in an 
honor rol] to the Church? 


Many congregations are just beginning 
to raise their quotas and with patience 
and help of Classical Committees, we be- 
lieve that others will begin to raise their 
part of the Fund during the present year. 
We are hoping for better things in the 
future. —-J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 
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Between 40,000 and 45,000 persons in 
New York City of 65 years and older are 
either wholly or partly dependent, the As- 
sociation for Improving the Condition of 
the Poor has announced. 

Mrs. Herbert Hoover will not have a 
Secret Service operative assigned to ac- 
company her during her walks about the 
city and out-of-town trips. The custom 
was started by Mrs. Harding and continued 
by Mrs. Coolidge. Mrs. Hoover has ex- 
pressed the opinion that she did not need 
such attention. 

A continuation of the Coolidge policy of 
giving moral and material support to the 
Mexican Federal Government was the first 
decision made by President Hoover after 
entering the White House executive offices 
March 5. The decision to support the 
Calles-Portes Gil Government came after 
a conference between President and the 
Secretary of State Kellogg, who has con- 
sented to remain in office until Colonel 
Henry L. Stimson arrives from Manila. 
The last official act of Attorney General 


Sargent before he was succeeded by Will- 
iam D. Mitchell was to approve the Parole 
Board’s recommendation of last November 
for the release of Colonel Thomas W, Mil- 
ler, former Alien Property Custodian, from 
the Atlanta Penitentiary, where he has 
been serving a sentence of 18 months for 
the misuse of government funds. 

The decision of President Hoover not to 
send the name of Secretary Mellon to the 
Senate for confirmation has led to the Sen- 
ate’s adoption of a resolution directing the 
Judiciary Committee to investigate first 
whether Mr. Mellon could legally hold over 
from the Coolidge Administration, and 
second, whether he was disqualified from 
office under a law barring Cabinet officers 
from being directly or indirectly interested 
in trade or commeree. 

Former President and Mrs. Coolidge took 
up their residence March 5 in their modest 
home at 21 Massasoit Street, Northampton, 
Mass. The town gave them a welcome re- 
turn. Mr. Coolidge is contributing articles 
for several of the leading magazines. 


SPRING WEDDINGS 
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MARRIAGE SERVICE 


THE MARRIAGE SERVICE 
FROM THE NEW BOOK 
OF WORSHIP 


Bound in white, padded. 
Gold stamped. 60c postpaid. 

The order of service for the 
solemnization of marriage. 
From the Book of Worship. 

Containing marriage certifi- 
eate and blank pages for the 
congratulations of friends. 


OUR WEDDING 


This bok is reproduced by 
color process representing 
water colors, Bound in fine 
white vellum stiff covers, with 
beautiful cover design of 
white blossoms, which circle 
about a miniature landscape 
scene showing a church spire 
against rose-tinted sky. BEx- 
quisite designs throughout, in 
delicate colors on finest stock. 


OUR MARRIAGE SERVICE 


Bound in white cloth, gold 
stamped, gold edges. It con- 
tains the Marriage Certificate, 
the Reformed Church Mar- 
riage Service, blank pages for 
names of guests, and appro- 
priate selections. 


White cloth 


binding. 
each; ~ 


half dozen for $4.00. 


White Kia, $2.00 
each, 


75e 


padded, 


OUR MARRIAGE 


This book is reproduced by 
new process, giving the ap- 
pearance of water color draw- 
ings. Bound in fine white 
vellum stiff covers with ex- 
quisite cover design of blue 
forget-me-nots. The book is 
charming throughout, There 
are beautiful poems, page for 
Betrothal date, the Wedding 
Certificate, pages for Guests, 
Wedding Gifts, and then the 


last page—the poem “Home.” 

dae the 2 as pate Se ya The designs throughout are in 

eate, pages for Guests, Gilts delicate colors on finest paper. 
and closing poem, ‘A Happy f ) est pape 

Home.” Each copy in strong Each copy in tissue jacket, 

white envelope. Size, 5144x7\% in a white box. Size, 5%x7 
inches, Price, 50c. inches. Boxed. Price, 50e. 
THE PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 
of the educational institu- 


is the oldest 


ti the Reformed Chuich. It is conducted 
b e (I lish) Eastern Synods. The 
Pr of the Board of Visitors 


ers 
} 


> Board of Trustees are 
Synods. It provides a course 
. It has a faculty of eight 

Instructors. It also offers a 
‘ourse of two years, leading to 
f Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 


> or information address the 


President. 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Campus of fifty-four acres with seven- 
teen: buildings, including thoroughly 
equipped Dormitories, Auditorium, Science 
Building, Library, Observatory, Gymnas- 
ium and Complete Athletic Field. 


A college whose educational policy rests 
on a sound cultural basis and is developed 
in broad sympathy with the needs of the 
present day. 


For Catalogue address: 


HENRY H. APPLE, D. D., LL. D., 
President. 


Ursinus College 
George L. Omwake, LL. D., President 
Scholarships and Loan Funds are 
needed to help deserving students meet 
the increased cost of education. Two 
Thousand to Ten Thousand Dollars will 
endow a scholarship in perpetuity. The 
principal is safely invested and the inter- 
est only used to provide aid. Few forms 
of benefaction yield returns more 
promptly or certainly. 
Write for booklet, “Lasting Memorials’, 
and other information. 
J. M. S. Isenberg, D. D., Vice-President 
Collegeville, Pennsylvania 


The Mercersburg 
Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS, D. D., 8. T. D. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


For Young Women 
FREDERICK, MARYLAND 

A fully accredited member of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
Inmen. Standard courses: A.B., B.S. in 
Home Economics, and B.M. in Music. 
Practical courses in Education, English 
Speech and Art. Ten buildings fully 
equipped for thorough work and modern 
housing. Suburban site of 125 acres. Our 
own garden and dairy. For catalog and 
book of views, apply 


JOSEPH H. APPLE, LL.D., President 
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Plans for the purehase of a new home in 
Northampton are reported. 

Thomas Taggart, an outstanding leader 
in the Democratic Party for 20 years, died 
at his home in Indianapolis, March 6, in 
his 73rd year. 

The Los Angeles annual automobile show 
reopened in new quarters, after a $2,000,- 
000 fire March 5, which destroyed tents 
housing the exhibition. About 400 machines 
of the latest model, costly airplanes and 
motorboats were burned. 

According to a dispatch from Funchal, 
Maderia Islands, about 40 persons had 
been killed and many injured by a recent 
landslide in the Valley of St. Vincent. The 
slide resulted from recent torrential rains. 

Moses Edwin Clapp, ex-senator from 
Minnesota, died at his home in Virginia 
March 6, at the age of 77. 

The Associated Press received March 6 
the text of a plan prepared by Elihu Root 
for bringing about adhesion of the United 
States to the World Court of International 
Justice. 

Colonel Robert W. Stewart was over- 
whelmingly defeated by the forces of Jchn 
D. Rockefeller, Jr., in the fight over the 
chairmanship of the Standard Oil Com- 
pany of Indiana. 

President Hoover by proclamation Mar. 
7 called an extra session of Congress for 
April 15 to consider ‘‘further agricultural 
relief’? and legislation for ‘‘limited 
changes of the tariff, which, he declared, 


cannot ‘‘in justice to our farmers, our 
labor and our manufacturers be post- 
poned.’’ 


Colonel Lindbergh, as technical adviser 
to Pan-American Railways, Inc., piloted 


a Ford tri-motored plane from Mexico City _ 


to Brownsville, Texas, to inaugurate the 
northbound air mail and passenger service 
over the new route. He left Mexico City 
March 9 and returned March 10. 

The airways of the country now total 
over 53,000 miles according to a recent 
report of the Aeronautic Branch of the 
Department of Commerce. The miles of 
airways of all passenger services operating 
on Feb. 28 were given at 20,788 miles. 
10,472,034 miles were flown. There were 
52,934 passengers. 

Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes was con- 
gratulated by his associates on the Su- 
preme Court and friends Mar. 8 on his 38th 
birthday. He was appointed to the Su- 
preme Court from Massachusetts by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt in 1902. He is in excellent 
health and is one of the most indefatigable 
workers of all the justices. 

Advertising is to be used by the Federal 
Government in an effort to bring home to 
the people the necessity of law enforee- 
ment in connection with Prohibition. A 
$50,000 fund will be used to meet the cost 
of the campaign. Educational facilities 
provided by various dry organizations, 
will be used as channels for the distribu- 
tion and display of the posters and ear- 
toons. Dry leaders have started a drive to 
have Mrs. Mabel Walker Willebrandt, As- 
sistant Attorney General, placed in charge 
of the Hoover Administration’s program 
for law enforcement. : 

In addition to the course of Secretary 
Kellogg in issuing licenses for the ship- 
ment of arms to the Mexican Government, 
it was decided to grant an application of 
that government to purchase surplus war 
supplies from the United States Govern- 
ment. The State Department also replaced 
commercial airplanes on the list of articles 
for which licenses will be required for ship- 
ment from this country into Mexico, and 
such licenses will be issued to the Mexican 
Government, but not to any private person 
or concern.. All this to further the collapse 
of the revolution that is going on there 
now. 

The Council of the League of Nations 
closed its fifty-fourth session at Geneva 
March 9. It paid warm personal tribute to 
Elihu Root and showed an ardent desire to 
understanding allowing the 
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COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. S. Degrees 


Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 
Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Pennsylvania 


Lancaster 


A College Preparatory School for Boys 


Entered more than 1000 boys to some 
70 colleges in the last 28 years. Fine 
school home, thorough work and helpful 
supervision. Moderate cost. 


Send for illustrated catalogue. 
EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 
Salisbury, N.C. 


Now A MEMBER OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES 
AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS 


OF THE SOUTHERN STATES 
s —_———————— 


United States to adhere to the World 
Court. It is believed that the jurists will 
find a mutually satisfactory formula on 
the Fifth Reservation, when they meet 
Ma:eh 11. 


The anniversary of the Battle of Manila, 
on May 1, will be devoted to efforts to 
raise $1,000,000 to complete the $2,000,- 
000 fund asked for on May 1, 1927, by the 
late Major Gen. Leonard Wood to eradi- 
cate leprosy in the Philippine Islands. 

Massachusetts intends to co-operate 
with the municipalities to exterminate 
mosquitos. In the interior, as well as on 
the seaboard, the summer vacation busi- 
ness, estimated to be worth $100,000,000 
annually, has been injured by the pest. 

Thirty-nine French veterans of the 
World War, all holders of the Croix de 
Guerre, have arrived in the United States 
for a tour of this country. The group in- 
cludes a woman, a nurse, who was cited for 
valorous service in the front lines. They 


will be guests of the American Legion. _ 


A decision that will cost the United States 
Treasury nearly $45,000,000, and a gain in 
that amount to the railroads of the cou 
try for the carriage of mails, has t 
handed down by the United States Sup: 
Court. The decree grows out of ae 
versy between the government and 
New York Central Railroad. 
A contract between the General 
Company and the Opel works at RB 
heim, Germany, has been si 
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former company paying nearly $30,000,000 
for 76% of the total shares of the Opel 
works which supplies 609% of the total 
German market. 


CATAWBA NEWS 


The Board of Trustees of Catawba Col- 
lege met in regular session on Feb. 19. 
The most important actions taken were 
the following: 

The erection of a music building was ap- 
proved. This building will be 42x75 feet 
and will have 3 floors, providing an ample 
number of rooms for music studios and 
practice rooms, and also on the ground 
floor a students activities headquarters, 
or Y. M. C. A. and Y. W. C. A. offices, in- 
eluding special rooms for student affairs, 
an assembly room, the ‘‘Y’’ store, the pub- 
lications room, and other rooms. The col- 
lege has one pipe organ in the main audi- 
torium, a second organ will be installed in 
the music building in an organ practice 
room. A number of new pianos will also 
be required. 

A second important action was the ap- 
proval of an apartment building, which 
will provide 8 apartments to serve as the 
residences of 8 professors. In the base- 
ment there will be spaces for 8 automo- 
biles with exit to a rear driveway. The 
building will be located along the avenue 
south of the college on a knoll, among the 
pine trees. The professors are looking for- 
ward with much pleasure to the attractive 
provision which is being made for their 
comfort. The apartments will be complete 
and modern in every way. 

Another important action was the addi- 
tion of 3 members to the staff. David 
Earl Faust, son of Elder Faust, of Mer- 
eersburg, becomes Professor of Bible and 
History. He holds the A. B. degree from 
Franklin and Marshall College, and the B. 
D. and Ph. D., from Yale. His teaching 
experience includes 2 years in Mercersburg 
Academy, and 6 or 8 years in the high 
school at New Haven, Conn., where the 
superintendent rates him as one of the 
best teachers he has had. A second pro- 
fessor is John C. Hadley, who holds the 
B. S. from the University of New Hamp- 
shire, the M. S. from Pennsylvania State 
College, and the M. A. and Ph.D. from 
Columbia University. He becomes Pro- 
fessor of Education. He has had ample 


experience in secondary schools and has 


also taught in Millersville State Teachers’ 
College, and Pennsylvania State College. 
He is a member of the Dutch Reformed 
Church. Miss Frances Decker, of Mont- 
gomery, Pa., has aecepted a position as As- 
sistant Librarian. Miss Decker will re- 
eeive the A. B. degree from Catawba Col- 
lege this year, and has specialized in 
library work during her college course. 

The Board considered the financial re- 
ports of the college as well as the budget 
for the next academic year, and found the 
college to be in excellent condition for 
next year. The entire faculty were re- 
elected for next year with the addition of 
the above named. 

Catawba College has recently won nota- 
ble honors through its Forensie Couneil. 
Last year the college had a series of de- 
bates with three neighboring colleges and 
in every case won the decision on both 
sides of the question. This year the col- 
leges declined to give Catawba a place on 
their schedules. Accordingly, the Forensic 
Council secured debates with other institu- 
tions. The Catawba debaters have met 
and defeated teams from the University 
of Texas and the, University of Florida— 
teams which in turn defeated the Univer- 
sity of North Carolina and North Carolina 
State College. Much interest is being 
taken in this work. The students and the 
public turn out and practically fill the 
auditorium. : 

The college is planning for an increased 
enrollment next year, probably around 400 
in the college classes. A very much larger 
‘summer school is expected this summer. A 
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class of 50 seniors will be graduated on 
May 22. The college has given up its long 
Easter vacation, in order to move up the 
date for commencement, and thus make it 
possible for the President and Trustees to 
attend both the commencement and the 
sessions of General Synod. 
—E. R. H. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Administering God’s Gifts. 

Louis Rinkliff. 99 pp. United Lutheran 

Publication House. 

This little volume deals with the philoso- 
phy, or perhaps better, the theology of 
stewardship. While some of its reasoning 
savors of casuistry, its main contention is 
well-taken, namely, that the Christian is 
the steward of the grace of God, and that 
his whole life is a trust, himself entrusted 
with the free-will which is the essence of 
his stewardship. Its best contributions 
are its protest against legalistic notions 
of stewardship and its stress of the stew- 
ardship of love, which lies at the basis of 
all one’s use of the gifts entrusted to him. 
The Christian steward, the author points 
out, will not give money to buy immunity 
from any other responsibility resting upon 
him. He protests against the mistaken 
practice of measuring stewardship by the 
amount of money given to the Church, and 
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prefers to ground it in the love 
serves and lives and gives for others. 
—A. N 5S. 


OBALUAR YY 


THE REV. JACOB PETER STAHL, D. D. 


Dr. Jacob Peter Stahl, long the presi- 


dent of Central Theological Seminary’s 
trustees, was called up higher from his 
home in Alliance, O., on Jan. 17, at the age 
of 69 years, 6 months and 25 days. Until 


a few weeks before his death he was in his 
usual good health, and just before the New 
Year he was taken ill with grippe, which 
developed into pneumonia, 

Dr. Stahl was the youngest child of 
Jacob Frederick and Christiana (Gehring) 
Stahl, born June 22, 1859, near the Tippe- 
canoe River in Fulton Co., Indiana, close 
to what is now the village of DeLong. 
While he was still a small boy the family 
moved into Marshall County, Indiana, and 
cleared the farm which became known as 
the Stahl Homestead, where he grew to 
young manhood. For 2 years he was a 
rural school teacher. He early manifested 
marked musical talent and conducted a 
singing school in the home community. One 
fond anticipation for his years of retire- 
ment was that he might have the oppor- 
tunity to compose some of the many musi- 
cal themes that came to him. 


PUBLICATIONS of INTEREST 


PANTOMIMES AND PAGEANTS 
For Pulpit Use 
The problem of the Sunday evening service has made acute the need 


for new methods of presenting old messages. 


The wide-spread revival of 


interest in religious dramatics and pageantry has revealed a host of young 


people available to the pastor who is ready to make use of them. 
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busy preacher, already burdened with a multitude of tasks, finds it diffi- 
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In fact, most of them were designed as aids in 


services of which the sermon was the predominating feature. 
Cloth bound, price $1.25 


“SEVEN DRAMATIC SERVICES OF WORSHIP” 


Prepared for use on special days. 


Comes in response to a demand 


among scores of local workers who recognize limitless possibilities in the 
use of the Fine Arts in Religious Education. 


Contents: 


A Service for Mothers and Daughters 


For the Father and Son Banquet 


An Outdoor Service for Young People 
A Service of Devotion for Young 


People 


A Service for Missionary Sunday 


A Service for the Vesper or Evening 
Hour 


A Vesper Service for New Year’s 


Paper Covers, Price 35c 
“NEW SONGS FOR SERVICE” 


‘A new little book of 64 pages that will prove to be a very excellent 
book for Churches wanting a small book for revival services or for special 


convention use. 


15¢ a copy postpaid; $10.00 per 100 not ppd. 
Rodeheaver’s New Chorus Book 


GOSPEL CHOIR CHORUSES 


Containing 64 pages of a remarkably fine collection of Sacred Selections 
and spirituals especially arranged for Quartets, Choir and Choruses, this 
book meets the need of the average Church for Special Choir music. 


Printed on heavy paper. 


Durable Flexible Cover 


Single copy, 30c postpaid; $3.00 per dozen, not prepaid. 
“SOCIABILITY SONGS” 


Has enough of the emphasis on religious songs, but with it, has a great 
many of the human interest and stunt songs. 


20c a copy; $13.00 a hundred, not prepaid 


Publication and Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church 
Schaff Building, 1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


ee ————————— 


32 REFORMED CHURCH 
He wrote in his auto-biography: ‘‘Since 
{ ly vhood J had the desire to become 
1 minister of the Gospel of Christ. I daily 
prayed to God that some way might be 
fo by which I might attend Heidelberg 
College at Tiffin. One morning the an- 
swer came, Oh, joy of joys!’’ St. Joseph 
Classis voted to send him as a Beneficiary 
Student and to pay $100 per year toward 
his support, and he entered Heidelberg 
Academy in 1879. He graduated from the 
seminary in 1886; on May 17 of that year 
he was examined and licensed to preach by 
the Lancaster Classis of the Ohio Synod; 
a few days later he was ordained in the 


Church of the Somerset, O. He 
served the following charges, all within 
the bounds of the Ohio Synod and State of 
Ohio: Somerset, 1886-88; Marshalville, 
1888-92: New Berlin, 1892-96; Canal Win- 
chester, 1896-1906; Immanuel at Alliance, 
1906-17; Sycamore, 1917-19; Springfield, 
1919-23; Valley near Dayton, 1923-25; 
Greenville, 1925-28. Thus for 42 years he 
gave his life to the service of Christ as a 
Christian minister. He served one year 
as President of Ohio Synod; for many 
years he was President of the Board of 
Visitors and Education of Central Theo- 
logical Seminary. In 1905, Heidelberg 
College conferred upon him the degree of 
Doctor of Divinity. While pastor in All- 
ance, he was Executive Secretary of the 
City’s Church Federation. 

He was united in marriage to Miss Clara 
White, of Twin Lakes, Ind., and the union 
was blessed with 7 children: Ruth, of 
Peking, China; Osie and Tirzah, of Alli- 
ance, O.; Minta, of Tientsin, China; Ar- 
thur and Florence, of Dayton, O.; and 
Clara, of Boston, Mass. He is also sur- 
vived by 3 grandchildren, and one sister, 
Mrs. Sophia Zechiel, of Culver, Ind. 

Dr. Stahl was a true friend who spoke 
plainly. By nature he was constructive, 
aggressive, fearless, a born leader, uncom- 
promisingly loyal to his convictions. He 
was both conservative and progressive, 
loyal to the old, open to the new, ever 
seeking the best method of promoting 
God’s Kingdom. He was a good pastor, 
unselfish, loyal to his flock, and always 
seeking its welfare. 

The funeral services, in charge of Dr. 
H. J. Christman, were very largely at- 
tended. Dr. Christman was assisted by 
Revs. H. S. Gekeler, R. W. Blemker, E. M. 
Beck and Otto J. Zechiel, the latter a 
nephew of Dr. Stahl. A quartet sang, ‘‘I 
Only Know,’’ a selection composed by Dr. 
Stahl and the choir and congregation sang 
his favorite hymns. Interment was made 
at the Alliance City Cemetery. 


Cross, 


REV. C, J. WALENTA 


Rey. Constantine J. Walenta, the son of 
Rev. and Mrs. Wenzel Walenta, although 
apparently in the best of health, struggled 
manfully against physical handicaps until 
Dec. 12, when he was confined to his bed 
with pneumonia. He was taken to the 
Wisconsin General Hospital and on Jan. 12 
was called Home, at the age of 51 years 
and 20 days. Born at Allentown, Pa., Rev. 
Mr. Walenta received a splendid Christian 
training at home, and when 15 years old 
entered Mission House Academy. He also 
took the college course and graduated in 
1902 from the Mission House Seminary. In 
June the same year he was ordained and 
began his first pastorate in Reeseville, Wis. 
On April 18, 1903, he was united in mar- 
riage by his father in New York to Miss 
Louise Graf, of that city. This happy 
union was blessed with 3 daughters. Rev. 
Mr. Walenta served the Reeseville Charge 
until May, 1922, when he accepted a eall 
from the congregation at Sauk City, Wis., 
where he faithfully served until his death. 
Being a great lover of musie and having 
received a splendid voice as a gift from 
God with which to glorify His holy name, 
he did much to beautify the services with 


MESSENGER 


A Splendid Easter Gift 


Marcr 21, 1929 


The 


“Mount of Olives” 


(Editions of) 


Bibles and Testaments 


Bound in Genuine 


Olive Wood Covers, Hand Carved 
and Polished in Jerusalem 


The rich, polished, and beautifully carved covers reveal the wonderful handicraft 


of the Oriental workman. 


Jerusalem Cross, one of the most ancient symbols in the world. 


On the front cover of each book there is hand-carved the 


These olive-wood ¢overs 


are highly polished, and there is surely nothing more beautiful than the delicate tracery 
of the grain weaving its decorative design in rich brown tones. 


EMERALD 24mo TEXT BIBLE 


Size, 534x31/,x1Ygin. 


M01411C—Brown Morocco Back carved and polished olive wood boards, round corners, 


red under gold edges, gold titles. 


$3.25 


BREVIER ANT. 16mo NEW TESTAMENT Red Letter Edition, Size, 61/44x414,x1/2 in, 
With all the words spoken by Christ printed in red. 
Illustrated with 61 full-page Coloured Pictures of Bible Scenes. 
MOB31—Brown Morocco Back, carved and polished olive wood boards, round corners, 


red under gold edges, gold title. 


$2.50. 


EMERALD NEW TESTAMENT Red Letter Edition, Size, 41/.x3x7-16 in, 
With all the words spoken by Christ printed in red. 
Illustrated with 4 full-page Coloured Pictures of Bible Scenes. 
MO11C—Brown Morocco Back, carved and polished olive wood boards, round corners, 


red under gold edges, gold title. 


$2.00 


PUBLICATION AND SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 


1505 Race Street 


Philadelphia, Penna. 


OO 


musi¢ and song. During his pastorate the 
new pipe organ in the Sauk City Church 
was installed. 

Rev. Mr. Walenta leaves his loving wife, 
who has been faithful to him in joy and 
sorrow, his 3 daughters, Charlotte, Ruth 
and Helen; his aged father, at Woodhaven, 
N. Y.; 4 brothers, Rev. Max, of Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Rev. Paul, of Baltimore, Md.; Dr. 
William, of Brooklyn, N. Y¥.; and Rey. 
Victor, of Titusville, Pa.; and 1 sister, Mrs. 
Louisa Schneider, of Brooklyn, N. Y. Be- 
sides, there sorrow his congregation and 
a host of friends in the community and 
surrounding country. 

The funeral took place in Sauk City, on 
Jan. 18. Wisconsin was practically snow- 
bound, but the Chureh was filled with his 
friends. Had the roads been passable for 
cars, the Church would not have been large 
enough to hold half of the friends who 
would have come from neighboring congre- 
gations. In the home, Rev. H. Settlage 
conducted the service. Mrs. Walenta was 
recovering from a serious illness and was 
not well enough to attend the services in 
the Church. 4 ministers of Milwaukee 
Classis, and 2 local ministers served as pall- 
bearers. Rev, C. Zenk, former pastor of 
the Sauk City congregation, had charge of 
the services in the Church. Rev. A. 
Muehlmeier delivered the funeral address, 
and Rey. Valentine Rettig, who as vice- 
president of the Classis must fill the office 
which the deceased held as president, 
spoke a few words of consolation. Classis 
mourns the loss of this second oldest min- 
ister, measured by years of service in the 
Classis, and will miss his presence and 
able advice. Rev. A. Ruehlman read the 
obituary. Interment took place at the 
local cemetery, in eharge of Rey. V. 
Rettig. 


REV. WILLIAM HENRY HOCH 


Rey. William Henry Hoch, the son of 
Michael and Sophie Hoch, after an illness 
of about 2 years, died Jan. 5, at the age 
of 82 years, 9 months and 27 days. Because 
his parents belonged to the Moravian 
Chureh, he was sent to the Moravian 
Parochial School at Nazareth, Pa., and 
then to the College and Seminary at Beth- 
lehem, Pa., where he was graduated in 
1870. For 2 years he taught at Nazareth 
Hall Military Academy. From 1872 until 
1894 he served the following congregations 
in the Moravian Church: Coveville, Pa.; 
Emaus, Pa.; Harmony, Iowa; Green Bay, 
Wis.; Philadelphia; South Bethlehem, Pa.; 
and Egg Harbor, N. J. In 1895 he was re- 
ceived into the fellowship of Tohickon 
Classis, Eastern Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the U. 8., and as a Reformed 
minister he served the Plymouth, Pa., 
Charge. He was supply pastar of many 
congregations in Pennsylvania, New Jer- 
sey and New York. Through a cataract 
he lost the sight of both eyes in 1919; an 
operation restored the use of one. 


On June 16, 1876, he was married to 
Miss Fredericka D. Deubler, at Reading, 
Pa., who preceded him in death on Dee. 
11, 1880, at Green Bay, Wis. Their union 
was blessed with 2 sons, Levin F. (who 
died in 1891), and Otto M., of Rochester, 
N. Y., with whom he lived the past 20 
years. He was a faithful member of 
Emanuel Church, Rochester, and very sel- 
dom was absent from divine worship. He 
was buried Jan. 8, and his pastor, Rev. F. 


H. Diehm, preached the sermon, and was — 


assisted by Rev. J. Stanley Richards, 

Rochester, and Rev. J. H. Rettig, 

Buffalo. He lived not in vain. = 
—F.. Haeps 


